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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name 
Class 2005
Major(s) History of Art and Architecture 

Minor: Spanish

Country in which you studied Spain



Host University Universidad SEK
City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September 20
To February 5
 Year 
2003-2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

As with every other foreign (American) student studying in a private Spanish university, it took me several weeks at adjust to and simply understand the differences of the educational environment.  While Middlebury faculty give us a huge daily workload of reading and writing assignments, Spanish professors approach their pedagogy from a slightly more detached standpoint, assuming that the students will sink or swim on their own time.  There’s a lot less attention and interaction between the faculty and students in a Spanish university and students overall have to be a bit more independent and self-reliant in order to succeed.  There’s specialization from day one of the students’ university career that seems strange to someone from a liberal arts college.  Some students fall behind quickly because they are unable to pass the final examination for a class, which is the entirety of their grade.  For a while I was confused by and concerned with the lack of daily or weekly assignments and wondered if I should be doing something that I wasn’t.  I soon realized that developing my own new study patterns would be beneficial.  So, I learned how to ask the (Spanish) students in my classes for their notes and how to rely upon myself by using those notes for studying, continuously restudying my own notes and seeking out bibliographic materials to broaden the professors’ typically superficial discussion of topics.  That is how I benefited the most from such a vastly different academic environment.  The self-reliance I gained in both academic and personal terms while in Spain has helped me approach my post-Spain studies with greater confidence, less stress and a greater capacity to achieve what I want to.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Five months in Spain opened up the country to me in a way that I didn’t necessarily anticipate.  I think this is entirely due to language immersion and living with Spanish students. However, I realize that those five months only allowed me to scratch the surface and that there’s so much more I want to learn about, discover and experience.  Before going to Spain, I made the common mistake of thinking it’d be like Mexico (music, food, language, geography, culture) because that’s the frame of reference I had for a Spanish-speaking country.  I now know the ins and outs of what makes Spain truly unique from every other country in the world and I think constantly about going back.  I have continued to study Spanish literature and language since returning to Middlebury and the real-life experiences of my five months there have made my studies so much more interesting and meaningful than before I went abroad.  While study abroad in Spain has amplified my understanding of my host culture, it’s also given me the confidence to want to live in numerous other countries.  Spain will always be a destination for me as I think about my post-Middlebury future but it is also a stepping-stone or a spring-board.  I now know that I can thrive in a non-American culture and I hope to have the opportunity do so in several other cultures.  Living abroad influenced my perceptions of American culture because it finally gave me the distance to really observe my culture, my background, and my concepts of the world.  While in Spain, I started to follow American politics for the first time because I wanted to be able to respond to the criticism and frustration of the people around me.  I also thought about and discussed American cultural traits and I have continued to do so since returning to the US and Middlebury.  I think, partly as a result of leaving the US/Midd and being in Spain, that I’m a lot more focused on world issues.  Since returning, my interest in looking at issues that reach beyond my immediate identity and reality has continued and that’s a very good feeling.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think that some of my answers to previous questions have hinted at this.  First of all, from independence I gained self-reliance.  Secondly, from living in another culture I gained a broader view of world, national, social and educational issues. Thirdly, I realized that it’s entirely my own responsibility and initiative to make my college education as successful as possible.  I learned what it means to be alone without being lonely, something that I had never felt comfortable with while in the intensely social environment of Middlebury (ie.  I have always enjoined time by myself to explore, reflect and relax but at Middlebury, when I was by myself I felt that I must be missing out on something better and would grow lonely.  However, in Spain, I realized that time by myself was fantastic because it allowed me to observe, learn, discover and blend in and my loneliness was less difficult to deal with.  Returning to Midd, I have maintained this ability to rely on my own company and often it opens up a lot of doors towards other interesting social interactions).  I learned the power of self-expression even when my speaking abilities weren’t as finely-tuned in Spanish as they are in English.  I learned how to be resourceful.  I learned how to communicate with family and friends in the States but I also learned how to avoid communicating with them when I just wanted to enjoy/focus on my Spanish reality.  I discovered that openness with oneself, one’s native country/culture and one’s host country/culture is the quality most useful while living abroad.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I want to continue to explore other countries and cultures both academically and in my personal life.  I want to learn more languages and live abroad whenever possible.  I hope to break down stereotypes and barriers and by doing so, help my country and other countries live more peaceably and openly.  In anticipation of graduating from Middlebury, I have considered trying to live and work abroad or at least pursue a career with an international outlook.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes were the hardest thing to integrate into because of language barriers.  It was hard to show off to other students that we Americans were interesting, open-minded, intelligent and fun when we were constantly stumbling over our own tongues.  But I think that I did a good enough job integrating into my classes by being the only American in two of the four and by trying to engage the other students in conversation.


b)  housing:

Housing was the easiest integration.  There were five of us from Midd and about 22 Spaniards and everyone got to know each other quite well.  We cooked, talked, movie-watched, shopped, strolled, partied, studied and hung out together whenever we weren’t in class.  It was amazing! So much fun!

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

My extra-curricular activities weren’t organized but rather consisted of traveling, wandering all over Segovia, talking to numerous shopkeepers and just generally being a part of whatever was going on.  This is immersion!

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I tried to get an internship at a local contemporary art museum in Segovia and although I wasn’t able to because of the short duration of my time in Segovia, I did have two interviews with the sub-director of the museum.  These two interviews, conducted in Spanish of course, proved to be highly interesting conversations and I counted them as a real accomplishment.  I made a formal business connection as a 20 year old undergraduate in a foreign country.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Comprehension and speaking abilities went way up.  I stopped having to think of what verb form to use when I was conjugating verbs, my vocabulary was broad and ever-expanding and I was able to speak at a normal pace and understand the conversations around me.  I was able to engage in debates, prove my point of view, express humor and sentiment.  My reading also improved, I felt entirely competent reading any newspaper article and pretty much anything in a book.  My writing did improve, partly because I would just write as I spoke, but I admittedly didn’t practice writing as much as speaking or reading.  The students I was living with were fantastic in helping me by correcting my mistakes and offering me new vocabulary. Also, day to day experiences such as shopping and class helped improve my vocab and grammar.  Grammar, though, could have improved even more with an interesting grammar course.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The info provided prior to arrival in Segovia was a little lacking or at least confusing.  Sometimes it was difficult to get answers to specific questions about Segovia/SEK/Vivienda Kipling from OCS because they didn’t know the answers.  Orientation however was great and the support while we were there was sufficient, without being smothering.  We had a Spanish student named Kike help us during our first week and he was fantastic.  Communication with Teresa Cordova and Kim Griffen in the Madrid office was good and we did see them several times during our semester in Segovia.  Overall I think that pre-departure info was adequate but I recommend that students who are anticipating going abroad always talk to someone who was in the city/program recently, if possible.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Kim was best reached by email, but  it was often even better to direct questions to Teresa, who was slightly more prompt and attentive with answers.  I did feel as though Kim was interested in our well-being but she oversees so many students studying in Midd’s four programs across Spain that unless the student tries to get to know her (which I did) , she won’t know students individually.  Overall, I was favorably impressed with Kim and Teresa, but students in Segovia are mostly self-sufficient.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
☺ Yes  

Why or why not?









  

I would recommend Segovia to the student who wants to find themselves in a small Spanish city and who really want to integrate.  I think that this is also possible for students in Madrid, especially those who stay the full year and have an internship, but I think that there is more English in Madrid and students have a harder time maintaining the language pledge and becoming friends with Spanish students, rather than relying socially on fellow Americans.  Segovia is a superb city and the SEK provides a good experience.  The SEK is academically not a Middlebury environment, in spite of being a small university where you’ll quickly begin to recognize everyone’s face, but it is a good location to have Spanish language immersion and learn about the culture of the region and other parts of Spain (students come from all over Spain to the SEK).  

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Be patient with language acquisition and forming friendships.  This happens gradually and usually you don’t realize how much you’ve gained till you leave.  Be open and flexible to whatever challenges come your way.  Be self-reliant and really consider detaching yourself from home.  The students who are constantly making phone calls and writing emails to friends, family or significant others back in America or having visits with those people, have the hardest time enjoying/appreciating their host country.  Those students often have the hardest time making friends because people in the host country know that they aren’t entirely focused on their study abroad experience.  View this as a time in your life to concentrate on yourself as an individual and see how much that helps you connect to a new culture/country and learn a lot about your own.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Discrimination was not a problem.  Most people were very warm and friendly and appreciated my interest in their language and culture.  Several people did express erroneous stereotypes which I tried to respectfully and gently disprove.  As the foreigner, I felt that it was important for me to be flexible but also firm in representing my country and culture.  Many discussions were directed towards America’s government and international role (especially in criticism of George W. Bush) but not towards Americans.  Being a woman in Spanish culture did not leave me feeling uncomfortable.  Rather, I had to learn the slightly different roles/expectations and that helped me better understand my own concepts of gender.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The SEK is particularly strong in the field of architecture, but this is practical, not theoretical and it is difficult to break into the pre-set cycles of study without having taken prerequisite courses.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) Arte y Arquitectura Popular de Castilla y Leon (Traditional Art and Architecture of Castille-Leon)
	Indicate level:  upper

Comment on course content:

An intensive study of building materials and styles native to the Castilla-Leon region of Spain (in which Segovia is located).  This focused on history and had some theoretical discussion.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluated by one final project and exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

This course was a long-haul.  It meet once a week for three hours and the prof droned on and on about a topic that is difficult to relate to any other art history I’ve taken.  But I got an in-depth idea of the rural architecture of the area.



	2)  Arte y Arquitectura Universal I (Universal Art and Architecture:  Ancient to Renaissance)
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

A survey of Western art and architecture from ancient times to the Renaissance.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluated by one final paper/project and exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Useful for an art history major like myself and interesting for students interested in a very superficial survey of western art and architecture during this period.  I learned important art & architecture vocab in Spanish.



	3) Introduccion a la Fotografia I (Intro to Photography)
	Indicate level:  intro

Comment on course content:

An intro to black and white photography that include some theory and history but mostly practically time shooting and developing our own photos in the lab.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluated by portfolio and exam.

Evaluate course, please comment:

A bad prof (Nacho Arias) but a good class for getting to know other students while in the darkroom.  It was great to take my own photos of Segovia!



	4)  Oratoria y Argumentacion (Public Speaking and Argumentation)
	Indicate level:  upper

Comment on course content:

A course focused on teaching journalism students in their final year how to properly speak in public.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluated by several presentations in front of the class.

Evaluate course, please comment:

A good course with a prof (Santiago) who is very particular but knowledgeable.  A helpful course. 



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Overall my interaction with OCS staff has been really positive. Thanks!

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I did attend.  The meetings and handouts were on the whole helpful.  I think that it’s good to have returnees there to answer specific questions.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




