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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name________________ Home institution____Middlebury College_________Class ___2005___
Major(s)___International Studies/ Latin America/ Spanish Literature and Culture concentration ___Geography minor__

Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University
S.E.K
City  Segovia          

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From   Fall 2003    To Winter 2004   Year   2003/2004

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)


Classes in Spain differed significantly from those offered at Middlebury.  For the most part classes are structured so that the professor lectures and the students take notes.  Normally, students at the S.E.K take six to eight courses per semester so as an international student taking four classes the course work was not overwhelming.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Study abroad was an excellent way to delve into Spanish culture, a culture that most other people come to know only as tourist.  It was an excellent opportunity to reflect on my identity as an American and my relation with American culture.  Cafés and residence halls proved to be excellent opportunities to discuss politics and learn more about how the U.S. is viewed by Spaniards.  I came to know Spain and Spaniards beyond a superficial facade and truly grew to understand the country and the people, make friends, appreciate the importance of their history, and reflect upon my cultural identity and myself.  Living abroad has helped me to appreciate the vastness of the United States and the many opportunities and resources available to us here.  I also now have a better understanding of how our vastness and youth influences our national identity.    
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

This semester provided time to explore the world on my own and discover that I am capable of living and enjoying life independently in a foreign country.  Every day was a tremendous learning experience and I feel it has had a great impact upon my formation as a person.  There were many challenges during my time abroad and I feel this semester was a great accomplishment.  Being flexible, open minded, and outgoing were very import to making study abroad an enjoyable experience.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I am now more motivated to continue improving my Spanish and learning about Spain, especially Spanish literature, art, and music.  Personally, I do feel I have matured while abroad and have gained confidence in speaking and communicating.  I have a greater appreciation of resources and opportunities available at Middlebury.  Also, after living in the “real world” while abroad, I now look forward to life after Middlebury with less fear, a greater understanding of what the world has to offer, and how Middlebury has prepared me for this world.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Hearing Spanish in the formal classroom setting was a very important component to learning the language.


b)  housing:

Vivienda Rudyard Kipling- This a house for university students.  There is a small kitchen and common space and rooms are spacious with bathrooms and microwaves/refrigerators.  Living in this vivienda was definitely one of the best ways to integrate into Spanish student culture and improve speaking skills.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

The college choir- this was an excellent opportunity to get to know students.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I felt that studying in Spain helped me to make great progress in all areas of language study and I would highly recommend keeping a journal in Spanish and reading books in Spanish for pleasure while abroad.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes.  The pre-departure information was very thorough and the orientation was very well organized and helpful.  The “angel de la guardia,” a Spanish university student assigned to help orient us to Segovia, was excellent and very willing to help us to incorporate into student life in Segovia.  I had applied for an internship while in Segovia, but was never contacted by the Middlebury office with further information.       
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

After studying in Spain, I spent a semester in Chile and felt that the Spanish I learned and experience gained while studying in Spain was an excellent stepping-stone for my time in Chile.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Open-mindedness and flexibility are crucial to attaining happiness while abroad.  Study abroad is such a wonderful and enriching experience; if you are determined to make the most of this opportunity you will have a very worthwhile and memorable semester or year.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

This school has an excellent photography lab and I would particularly recommend the Professor Luis Muñiz in the psychology department.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Oratorio y Argumentación (Public Speaking)

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Lectures were given ranging from the history of public speaking to techniques on how to make effective public speeches

Evaluate course: 

This course was interesting and the professor was helpful and experienced in dealing with international students.  The course assessment entailed two final speeches given towards the end of the semester.    



	2) Course title:

Fotografía II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Portfolio

Exam

Final paper


	Describe course content:

This is an excellent for class with anyone with a basis in photography.  Lectures were interesting and addressed the history of photography, particularly Spanish photography.  Lab was held once a week and involved a considerable amount of time, but it was wonderful to have motivation to take more photographs while in Segovia.

Evaluate course:
This class is a worthwhile time commitment for anyone who has taken an introductory photography class. 



	3) Course title:

Cultura y folklore de España

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Semester long research project
	Describe course content:

This was a very independent class.  Course time was usually used to work on projects.

Evaluate course:

This course gave an interesting investigation of Spanish culture and folklore, but was not as enriching as it had the potential to be. 



	4) Course title:

Sicología de la comunicación

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final paper

Short assignments

Readings
	Describe course content:

This course was discussion based (a rarity in the Spanish university system) and investigated how we communicate and the effects of technology and modern living on our capability to communicate 

Evaluate course:

This was a very interesting course to take while learning to communicate in Spanish.  The professor, Luis Muñiz, was very engaging, humorous, and facilitated interesting discussions.  He was also understanding of international students and had studied in the U.S. at the University of Chicago.  




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Off-Campus study was very helpful and attentive.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, it was especially helpful to hear the experiences of students who had already studied abroad.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?    X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




