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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_________________________Home institution_____Middlebury College_________Class __2005____
Major(s)______Neuroscience_________________________________________________________________________   
Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University
La Universidad S.E.K.
City    Segovia

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From        
September To         February
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Professors seemed a little more authoritative and strict in terms of behavior during class.  I benefited from the slightly different teaching style these professors had, and my ability to take notes improved.  I felt more encouraged to join groups and study with other Spanish students, and the exchange of class notes over there was not as taboo as it seems to be here.  I also felt like all of the students there were more up-to-date with what was occurring politically in the rest of the world and were able to apply concepts learned in class to current events outside of the classroom.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The study abroad experience really forces you to think about the rest of the world.  When I’m at Middlebury, I often feel like I’m in a bubble, disconnected from the rest of the world and the events going on in nearby countries.  This is the exact opposite to what it is like studying in Europe.  People in and out of class are well aware of what is going on in the host country and nearby countries.  I felt like I was able to engage in more conversations regarding life and culture in general with the people around me.  Living with Spanish students and visiting their appropriate families during the holidays really allowed me to learn how the families function differently and what things are valued most by these people.  

Being abroad made me realize how much I depend on certain things in life, like the internet and other means of communication.  It made me both like and dislike aspects of American culture.  College students went home to visit their families more often than students visit their families here.  The concept of family life in general seemed different over there.  I can’t really explain it, but people seemed more inclined to spend time with extended family than they would over here.   

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying abroad definitely forces you to be independent.  Whether you are forced to speak a new language or not, you still have to adapt to new cities, different types of people and customs, foreign transportation systems, foreign foods, and different types of shopping.  I met and became friends with some types of people that I do not think I would ever come across in Middlebury or even outside of it.  It is important to be accepting of each experience you come across and to be open to listen to a variety of different people, young and old, to make the most of your experience.  I knew I’d benefit the most if I kept an open-minded perspective on things, and that turned out to be true.  This becomes true for every bad experience too.  I feel like my ability to accept any bad luck or unexpected event (such as a being stranded at a bus stop) with a positive attitude allowed me to grow and learn how to deal with such events much better than if I had remained frustrated and upset.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Being abroad has made me want to find a career that would allow me to incorporate my abilities to speak a different language.  It has encouraged me to choose more Spanish classes after returning back to Middlebury.  It has also encouraged me to interact with more people outside my bubble of close friends.  

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

It took a while to get used to the strict lecture style of many of the classes.  I felt like I missed a lot of notes and things the professors said.  However, I made an effort to make friends with other Spanish students in my classes and they were very open and encouraging.  They helped me when it came to studying for exams and explained things I might have misunderstood during classes.  I really recommend forming study groups or at least making an effort to have buddies in class with the students at the S.E.K. university.


b)  housing:

I lived in the Vivienda Rudyard Kipling, and I highly recommend it to anyone who wants to improve Spanish and make friends fast.  The other students there come from a wide range of cities in Spain and if you’re lucky, they’ll invite you to their houses and you’ll have the opportunity to see family life in other parts of the country.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined the chorus affiliated with the university.  It was another great way to make friends… however, I stopped going to rehearsals after about a month, only because the choir director was a little strange.  

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?    Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Aural comprehension and speaking improved the most.  I learned a lot of useful words that one would use everyday and around the house or with friends, rather than words used in a more academic sense.  My writing remained the same, since I didn’t do anymore writing over there than I do here in Middlebury’s Spanish classes.  My reading might have improved a bit with the different types of reading assignments I received.  I had more access to newspapers and other media in Spanish that I do not have access to here.  So, that helped a lot.  Watching TV in Spanish was also very helpful.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The host institution didn’t provide much information at all until I got there.  Their website was useless and I felt like I was in the dark until maybe a week before arriving in Spain.  However, the amount of support changed once I arrived and the host institution became much more helpful in terms of handling tuition issues and other problems that had to do with the housing and classes. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Carmina was not as helpful as she could have been.  While she was super nice on the first few days, it seemed very difficult to approach her about any class problem after that.  It took a while to do things and she seemed to get very mad if there was any kind of misunderstanding between the American students and her.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes.  It is a great program, however they specialize in certain departments more than others.  For example, if you are interested in communications, media, film, journalism, architecture, or political science, it’s a great place.  Other departments aren’t as strong and finding classes for credit in other departments is very difficult.  Even language classes aren’t offered every semester.  So if you wanted to take a literature course in Spanish, you should make sure they even offer one the semester you plan on going.  I was a little frustrated with the classes offered when I got there and ended up taking them just to improve Spanish speaking skills, since I did not received credit for any of them.  Aside from the University, the program is well structured and the city is great.  Segovia is a small, old town, and it really makes you feel like you’re in the middle of Spanish culture and living.  Speaking Spanish around town is much easier and more encouraged with the locals, as opposed to some other cities, like Madrid.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you want to immerse yourself in the culture and really force yourself to speak Spanish all the time and interact the most with as many Spanish locals and students as you can, this is the perfect place for you.  I felt like the students in Madrid made more friends with other international students and American students studying abroad than they did with local Spanish students.  If you want to be in a big city, then Madrid or Getafe might be more suitable.  If you want a smaller city that is absolutely beautiful and full of Spanish character, then Segovia might be better for you.  There are enough shopping, restaurants, and clubs/bars to keep you entertained, but it is very limited in comparison to Madrid.   In either case, Segovia is only an hour away from Madrid and another big city, and transportation to and fro both cities is relatively easy and cheap.  There are plenty more parks and enough monuments in Segovia to keep you culturally enriched.  However, there isn’t much cultural night life… in terms of theater or dance performances and concerts.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really.  People didn’t really like Americans at the time, and so I was sometimes looked down upon in class or in the city if locals knew I was an American.  Other than that, it really depends where you are and with whom you interact.    

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Cultura Popular y Folklore

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
There was just one very big final research project that every student worked on for the entire semester.


	Describe course content:

The professor gave a few lectures in the first few weeks of class on culture and folklore.  After that, we had to begin researching a topic for a research paper.  We spent the remainder of the semester working on the research paper and interviewing people and reading books and articles for it.

Evaluate course:
The course was very laid back and relatively easy.  People were kind of doing there own thing for the entire semester and the professor came by and critiqued each person’s progress along the way.  There was much individual attention, whenever needed and the professor was great.  



	2) Course title: Relaciones Internacionales

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
There was one oral presentation, a couple short papers, and one final exam and final research paper.


	Describe course content:

The course consisted of lectures and discussions on the structure and function of international organizations such as the UN, NATO, the European Union, etc.  We discussed a little foreign policy and current problems in third world countries, especially related to civil war.  We read articles on a variety of topics in both Spanish and English.  There was a lot of discussion during class and the U.S. and Bush Administration was definitely a hot topic in almost every class.   

Evaluate course:
This was my favorite class there.  It was the most interesting and since I had never taken any class related to international studies before, I really enjoyed it.  It was also the most like any Middlebury class.  The intensity and amount of work was the closest to that of a Middlebury class.  Also the professor was very helpful and really liked having an American in class to provide a different perspective on certain issues.  



	3) Course title: Oratoria 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two oral exams.
	Describe course content:

This was a course with mainly lectures for the entire semester.  We learned about how to give a speech and how to organize one correctly.  We also studied grammar and went over common grammatical errors in speech.  The class ended with oral presentations on a variety of topics.

Evaluate course:

The professor was outstanding.  Full of character and a public speaker.  I learned a lot of skills that would help me in future public presentations for class and outside of class.  I would recommend this class to anyone… pretty easy.  I would also recommend taking the Don Quijote class taught by the same professor if it is offered.



	4) Course title: La Estructura de la Union Europea

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One final research paper and presentation (group project) and a final exam
	Describe course content:

The class focused on the history and function of the European Union.  We also discussed the future of the E.U. and the problems with the E.U.  The class was mostly lecture and only one final exam and paper/presentation.

Evaluate course:

The course was interesting, however the professor was very monotonous and boring.  There wasn’t much discussion and the exam was ridiculously hard.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Whenever I asked any question to anyone in the Office of Off-Campus Study, they told me to look up the answer online or in one of their brochures.  There were pretty much useless and communication with the people in Spain was difficult since the people working in the office didn’t know how to speak Spanish and thus, could not correctly translate information sent to them from the offices in Spain.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No.  Although I heard that they were useless since all of the information they discussed was in the handout.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




