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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__________________________________ Home institution__Middlebury College_____ Class _2005_____
Major(s)_International/European Studies with sociology/anthropology_________________________________    
Country in which you studied   Spain



Host University   La Universidad SEK

City Segovia


US sponsor (if different from host university) Middlebury College

Period of study abroad:  From February
To June
 Year 
2004


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Although the level of education at the SEK may not meet up to the level of classes at Middlebury, I enjoyed the different teaching styles available to me there. By the time I went abroad, I was burnt out from the lectures, the discussions, and the ridiculous amount of reading assigned for most of my classes, and I needed a change and a different type of homework (I was able to go out into my community and interview people, do community research, and take beautiful pictures of the surrounding landscape for my classes). In this way, I was able to learn a lot about the culture, which as an IS major with soc/anthro is what I really wanted to learn about. Also, the classes offered there allowed me to explore different areas that I was unable to do at Midd.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I was able to criticize my own culture and see it from a foreigner’s perspective. I was also able to learn what aspects of American life I like and value and I felt compelled to defend my country many times (I was abroad during the mistreatment of prisoners in the Iraqi prison scandal). The media in Spain covered a lot of the bad aspects of America, especially during the scandal, and the pictures in newspapers and magazines were more graphic and showed a different side than what my friends back home were hearing or reading. In reference to how studying abroad in Spain affected my perceptions or knowledge of it, I feel that there is no way that one can fully understand a culture without actually living there and becoming a part of that society in whatever ways that he or she can. Even if you read some things in books, it’s very different to experience them first-hand. Also, books only cover certain aspects of Spain and some aspects of Spanish life can only be understood if one experienced them him or herself. Also, Spanish culture is very fluid and in books one generally only learns about Spanish as a whole and not about the different cultures of the autonomous communities (which I quickly found out were very different as I traveled around Spain). I was also able to identify with Spaniards after the Madrid train bombs and relate it to how I experienced 9-11. I developed a love for my community, friends, and Spain that I could never have done if I didn’t study there.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I learned more about what I want in life and what I enjoy about life through the different ways Spaniards experienced daily life. It was refreshing to be involved in a community that had different life values and ways of experiencing and enjoying life. I feel that being able to adapt or to adopt aspects of Spanish life (doing things the way Spaniards did) allowed me to feel like I fit in and to not be too overwhelmed by the differences and the changes. Spain also opened up aspects of my self that I couldn’t really exhibit here and allowed me to act in ways that I wanted to but can’t here (partially because these behaviors were more accepted there and partially because they were more opportunities to behave in certain ways; examples- the warmth and friendliness of Spaniards with friends, different styles of cooking and foods to prepare, dancing until 8 am, tapas and socializing in the bars, taking a nightly walk, appreciation for Spanish architecture). I felt like a completely different person upon returning to the U.S. and experienced reverse culture shock. I felt like a much stronger woman…more assertive and independent, and I realized how certain aspects of my life before Spain were not entirely positive and Spain allowed me to see how my life could be lived better (example: Because of interactions with Spanish men while abroad, I realized that the relationship here that I was in was not what I wanted and that he did not treat me in ways that I should have been treated or wanted to be treated..as a result of the positive attributes I felt that Spanish men possessed and the positive ways that Spanish men treated women).

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I know for sure that I have to return to Spain again soon. Studying abroad in Spain relit my passion for Spanish and Spanish culture. It also changed my ideal career path; I was thinking about a job in Human Resources but now I’m leading towards something in international business that works with immigrants, so that I will be able to use my Spanish and to be encircled once again by different Spanish cultures. I had thought about working in Spain, but it would be hard to leave my family and friends that I have had for years.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I felt well integrated into my classes. Some of the more technical classes (my photography class) were more difficult because I do not even know all of the terminology in English and even less in Spanish. I met most of my friends in my classes or in my vivienda (where I lived).

b)  housing:

The vivienda I lived in was the perfect way for me to integrate myself into the culture. I socialized and partied with both Spaniards and some foreigners from programs such as Erasmus and I am definitely happy that I lived in a vivienda with many people rather than in a piso or house with less people. I felt more included in different social activities, outings, and parties with people from the vivienda. They were also all from very different areas of Spain so I was able to learn a lot about the differences between different autonomous communities.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined the choir (I haven’t sang in a choir since around 6th grade) and made really good friends there. Since our practices were late, each chord had a week where they would bring in food for dinner and I was able to learn about the different types of food in Spain, which actually helped me change and form my thesis this year.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My speaking and oral comprehension were enhanced considerably. Since people in my vivienda were from all over Spain, I learned the different accents, some of which I had more trouble understanding than others. I did not know the accents varied so much but I learned to understand the different accents better rather than just learning the accent found in Segovia. My ability to read in Spanish was already pretty good and I don’t feel as though my ability to write in Spanish was enhanced a lot since I already had written a lot in Spanish prior to going abroad.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

My host institution provided me with a fair amount of information but the most helpful information I obtained was from people that went abroad there the previous year. I had sufficient support once there. Unfortunately, I was unaware of the lack of heating in many of the buildings (pisos and my vivienda).
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

(Carmen) Very much so. I was able to go to her for anything that I needed or any questions that I had. She often questioned me about my well-being, happiness, and how I was getting along in school. By the end, I even viewed her as a friend.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. Although the university provided a different education than Middlebury does, Segovia and the people that attended the university allowed me to learn things about that region and Spain that would have been difficult elsewhere. Segovia was a great place to study and to learn about the culture and the people that lived there.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I strongly recommend studying abroad; It was the best experience of my life.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Sometimes, but it is important to recognize that this was during the war with Iraq and around the time the prison scandal in the Abu… prison in Iraq was made known to the world. Overall, people were very understanding, although they criticized our government, and I never felt threatened or unsafe. When people found out I was American, they often wanted to know more about me, my experiences, and to see my pictures from home. They seemed very interested in me and in my perceptions and knowledge about the U.S.
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

One aspect of Spanish life that I was not prepared for as a woman was when a woman walks down a street and passes a man or a group or men they may yell “guapa” and try to get your attention. At first, I felt nervous and angry at these “cat calls”, but it is a part of the culture and generally the men will keep on walking if you ignore them. Also, in clubs, if I went to the bathroom or to the bar alone, because Spaniards are typically social in these situations, men would grab my arm or touch my shoulder to try to get me to pay attention to them. However, if you are not interested, just be firm with them and tell them you’re going somewhere else or just ignore them and don’t even look at them. Sometimes, if you look at them for too long (sometimes too long is even a glance), they will think that you are interested.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

There were a lot of architects at my school, but I do not know the degree of difficulty of the courses which a Middlebury student would be able to enter. There were also journalism/photography and psychology classes. I’m not sure what other classes were offered (I don’t remember) because the classes I took were under a section of what they called electives (however I received two sociology/anthropology courses about Europe credits for my major).
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Introduction to Photography
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam and a portfolio

	Describe course content:

We had different exercises that involved us taking pictures around Segovia. This was one of my favorite classes because I was not only learning the techniques of photography, but I was also able to take beautiful pictures of the Segovian landscape and different cultural aspects of Segovia (I absolutely love taking pictures). Some of the exercises we had to do provided me with different perspectives on reality and what seemed to be trivial tasks actually ended up being some of my favorite pictures (example: a picture I took of a gorgeous swirling design on a wall; designs/engravings on the walls of Segovian buildings is common)
Evaluate course:
I really liked this course although, even though I feel I am proficient in Spanish, I had difficulty with the exam because it was somewhat technical and I was unable to describe ideas or terms properly even though I studied a lot.

	2) Course title: Cervantes y El Don Quixote 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

They didn’t really divide the classes into these.
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper and presentation

	Describe course content: We read many chapters from Don Quixote and analyzed different representations of the novel (music, videos, etc.). We also had an excursion to the “places of Don Quixote” and were able to see the places that were discussed in the book, which was a fun, interesting field trip.
Evaluate course:
The class was somewhat interesting, but literature does not interest me that much. This was my second favorite professor.


	3) Course title: Local Development
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Anthropological research and project
	Describe course content:

We read and learned information about local development and different strategies (mainly sociological and anthropological) used to create projects of local development. Since this was an elective course, there were people from different majors in the course and we focused on our majors in presenting a proposal and information on the lives of the immigrants in Segovia, however we also learned from each other and other majors (architects discussed how to better the homes, sociology people discussed different cultural events that could teach them Spanish if they desired to learn or ways that they could be integrated better into society if they desired to be, psychologists studied the feelings and attitudes of immigrants, etc). Although this was an elective course, I did a lot of work for it and overall enjoyed the project and the information I obtained about the immigrant situation in Segovia.
Evaluate course:

Although this class was at times time consuming because of all of the research we had to do in the community and the people in the community that we had to talk to, I really enjoyed this class and I liked the professor. She was always there for me and told me that if I ever needed help or didn’t understand something that she’d be glad to meet with me and help me. Although she greatly underestimated by abilities in Spanish, it was nice that she offered to help in case the need did arise and that she did understand I was learning and doing interviews and research in my second language.

	4) Course title: Myths, Legends, Coplas, and Songs
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

?
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Research paper
	Describe course content:

We were lectured on every aspect of the words in the title of the course and had to turn in a research paper at the end of the class, which we were able to choose the topic for.
Evaluate course:

This course was interesting, although he went through each subject rather quickly and not very thoroughly.

	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:

	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:

	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Good. I did not need to interact with them that often.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes and yes, however I found that talking to people that recently went abroad helped me the most. The people that were at the meeting that were just abroad discussed the school aspect a lot, whereas I was more interested in the cultural aspects and what items I should bring. I had already done some research on the schools and classes and felt that that was more important once I had arrived and settled in and had to choose courses. The personal experiences and descriptions of the culture from recently returning people are what helped me to adapt better once I arrived.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not if it’s anytime soon, I’m finishing my thesis  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

For students from other Institutions:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




