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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name______________ Home institution_____Columbia University___________ Class __2006___ Major(s)_____Comparative_Literature______________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied  Spain 


Host University  Universidad de Carlos III

City Getafe


US sponsor (if different from host university)          Middlebury 



Period of study abroad:  From  September
To June 
 Year 
2004-2005


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I was really dissatisfied with the classes I took at Carlos III, so I guess I should say that I don’t think I adjusted very well. The humanities department there already seemed to be gasping for its last breath, and I found the classes it offered to be consistently superficial and mundane. They were informational rather than analytical, which gets pretty frustrating and boring in classes about literature (the two history classes I took were slightly better). I barely had to write or even read; academic success depended upon my ability to spend three hours regurgitating what the professor had dictated to us in lecture. No premium was placed on fostering intellectual exploration, except to the extent that assigning no work can be seen as a way of encouraging students to educate themselves. All that said, I’m still glad that I had the exposure to a different academic system, even though I didn’t much like that system. I do think I benefited from it, and I’d make the choice to study in a local university again. The benefits for me have mostly come out in contrast: after having a year that was less academic in its orientation than any I’ve had in the states, I realized the extent to which I value living in an intellectual community that I find vital and challenging. I feel a lot more appreciative of my education here. Spending less time studying in Madrid also gave me the opportunity to spend more time living in Madrid, which was itself really exciting and deeply satisfying.   
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad has given me a much richer perception of both Spanish and American cultures. Although I’d studied Spanish literature and history before going to Spain, I really didn’t know what to expect in terms of contemporary life. My year there has given me quite a nuanced feel for Spanish culture, I think; I became very comfortable not only with the lifestyle and customs but also with more subtle cultural modes – attitudes, relationships. As a result, since coming back, certain aspects of American life have been thrown into relief for me. The pace of American life – especially the life in New York – was alarming at first. Though I think I’ve readjusted, I’ve retained the awareness that there’s something really absurd and over-the-top about our conception of time, about the urgency with which people do everything in this city. The same goes for American attitudes about work. It’s a relief, when all my friends are applying to insane banking jobs where they’ll be working 120 hours a week, to have the Spanish model so fresh in my mind. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I learned a great deal about myself during my year abroad. I’m quite self-sufficient and resourceful, and I found that useful. I also tend to be pretty in-tune to social nuances, which I think helped me develop an understanding of Spanish culture that went beyond the obvious. 

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I so missed the intellectual life of Columbia, I started to wonder more seriously if I might want to be a professor.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I took three classes at the local university and one class at the Middlebury program each semester. Although I didn’t feel like I learned very much from the classes themselves (the local ones, that is), culturally I found I learned a great deal. Studying with local students and experiencing their educational system was indispensable to my feeling of integration in the society. 


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with two Spaniards. Though they were both very sweet, I never spent very much time with them, so I didn’t feel like socially I gained much sense of integration there. However, the independence of finding a place to live, buying groceries and cooking for myself, paying a phone bill, etc, was all really satisfying. I loved feeling like I had my own life in Madrid.   

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Audited a class on Picasso, went on a trip with that class to museums in Málaga 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship at a children’s bookstore. Although the work itself was nothing I was especially interested in (that is, it had no relationship to my professional ambitions or interests), I loved the experience. The people I worked with were wonderful. Really nothing else I did made me feel so involved in Spanish life. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish 








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made a huge amount of progress in every respect. The language courses I took at Middlebury, especially second semester, were really helpful. 

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes. The staff maintained the perfect level of involvement – they were always there when I needed them, but weren’t intrusive at all. (I was also impressed to discover, after all the impersonal bureaucracy of the Columbia advising system, that everyone in the office knew who I was and was interested in how I was doing). 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, she was great and always very helpful. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The program struck just the right balance between autonomy and support. Despite the fact that I wasn’t academically satisfied, I think I gained a huge amount in terms of my frame of reference by studying in the local university. I also really liked being in Madrid and having the resources of the Sede Prim there, while still having the immersion and independence of studying in Getafe.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

It was helpful for me to realize that the value of studying in the local university has much more to do with immersion and gaining cultural perspective than it does with academic stimulation – also, that that’s not such a bad thing, as long as you’re prepared for it. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes. As a woman I certainly received a lot more vocal attention than I do in the states – more catcalling, etc, especially when I went running – though I never felt particularly threatened by it. What was more uncomfortable was the racism I saw towards my best friend in Madrid, who was Filipino-American. Though quiet – a lot of times it would just be guys whispering “chino” under their breath – it was really insidious and affected both his and my feeling about the place. I don’t really know what kind of advice to give here. I suppose just to be aware that it exists – that Madrid is a much whiter and more provincial city than I’d anticipated. 

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Apparently the law and economics departments are the strongest. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Nuevas Tendencias Literarias 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

4th Year lecture 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam

Written project (mine was a one-act play)


	Describe course content:

Basically a survey of literary movements of the 20th century, presented with no real organization, cohesion, or analysis.  

Evaluate course:
This was the most disappointing class I took in Spain. It really could have been interesting, but the professor himself seemed so bored with teaching, bored with the books, bored with discussion, etc, that it was barely worth staying awake for. 



	2) Course title:

Narratologia 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

4th year lecture 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We read wrote 3 brief papers, but I don’t think they were graded. At any rate, they weren’t returned. 

Final exam 
	Describe course content:

A history of critical theory from Russian Formalism to Post-Structuralism. We did units on different branches of social criticism – feminism, postcolonialism, etc. 

Evaluate course:
Remarkably enough for a critical theory class, we didn’t read any theory. Although not at all demanding, this class was pretty interesting and I liked the professor. It provided a very basic overview of literary and social criticism.   



	3) Course title:

Galdós y la novella española

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Elective lecture 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam 
	Describe course content:

An intensive (two hours every day for two weeks) class on Galdós and the origin of the Spanish novel. 

Evaluate course:

Utterly rudimentary. We literally spent our time in class learning about the difference between 1st person and 3rd person narration and then identifying metaphors in passages of texts we read.  



	4) Course title:

Lengua española 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Seminar at Prim

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, compositions, test, exams 
	Describe course content:

In depth grammar review, some work with vocabulary.

Evaluate course:

A really helpful and well-taught class. 



	5) Course title:

La Historia del Cine 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year lecture 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam


	Describe course content:

A broad survey of the history of film from its inception to the present. 

Evaluate course:

A very easy, cursory class, but pretty fun because of the movies. 



	6) Course title:

Historia del tiempo presente

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd Year lecture 

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 Exams 
	Describe course content:

Survey of World History 1945-present 

Evaluate course:

Extremely broad reaching (we covered the entire history of China in a two-hour class), but at least the professor related the various events we studied - I did leave with a good overall impression of modern history. 



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interaction was limited to emails, but they were pretty helpful and well-organized. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No. 

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Columbia study abroad office. 

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I had a good experience at the Middlebury French school, which I attended the summer of 2003. I also liked the idea of being in Madrid and in classes with Spanish students – most other programs (Vassar/Wesleyan, Syracuse, GW, Hamilton) seemed to have more classes just for American students. I also didn’t want to do a program that had a lot of mandatory group traveling.  

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Pretty much what I expected. The academics were worse (as I’ve noted). 

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, everything was fine. 

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Not really. 

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Sure. It’s easiest to reach me by email, rcg2009@columbia.edu,. My phone # is 212-853-5898

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




