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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name:  
Home institution:  Middlebury College    Class: __2006____
Major(s):  Biochemistry and Spanish 
Country in which you studied
Spain


Host University
Universidad de la Rioja
City:     Logroño

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From:  Feb 2005             To:  July 2005            Year 
2005


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Spain and I’m sure most of Europe has a completely different educational system than we do in the US.  They do not have regular assignments due weekly but rather have your whole grade depending on a final exam or paper.  They also learn differently in the classroom.  In many of my classes most of the students just took notes of what the teacher was saying.  If you are not prepared for this you can be turned off from the Spanish system but it is important to remember that you are learning to learn in a different way.  You are going abroad to study a different countries educational system.  All of the professors that I had were very willing to have discussions with me and meet with me privately to speak about work.  Basically don’t worry about the lack of discussion in class…you should be having plenty of Spanish discussion time outside of class.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture?

Studying abroad just really puts you at the center of the host country.  I feel that you can study the culture and language all you want but it is not until you immerse yourself physically in their country that you can gain a true understanding of their culture.  

It made me realize how excessive American culture is.  Everything we have is super sized.  While being abroad I not only noticed Americas faults but it also made me realize how much I missed America. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying abroad really made me realize my independence.  In the past I had traveled a lot with my family but never by myself.  This experience assured me that I was capable of such a feat.  Also while I felt like I had a strong grasp on the language to begin with it, the experience still humbled me making me realize that there is always more to learn.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I already knew before I went to Spain that I wanted to pursue a double major in Spanish and Biochemistry. I also knew that I wanted my Spanish to be apart of my future career goal as a doctor.  The experience really just reaffirmed my goals and interests.   

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes I felt was the hardest part of integration.  The first day of classes I noticed a clear divide between the international students and the Spanish students when all the Spanish students sat in the last 2 rows of the class and all the international students sat in the front.  Classes are hard because they teach in a different system than we are used to.  The teachers were very nice and if you ask for help the other students in the class will most likely be willing to help you out.  The thing is the Spanish students already have their own groups of friends so it really has to be your effort to go mingle with them because they definitely wont make the first move.


b)  housing:

I chose to live in an apartment with other Spanish students and it was an awesome experience.  Not only did I completely luck out in getting a really really nice apartment that was recently renovated in the center of town but I also had amazing roommates.  I really felt like it was here that my Spanish really improved.  Just talking to them and learning the Spanish slang and watching TV and reading really gets you up to speed with the Spanish.  One important note to make about housing is that it is REALLY important that you like where you are living and whom you are living with so be picky.  It isn’t like Middlebury were you work all the time and are hardly in your room.  You are there a lot more often then you think so just take that into consideration.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

We played basketball with the other Erasmus students once a week and every once in a while we would play with the Spanish students as well.  This was just a fun way to kick back and have fun.  Trust me you don’t have to be super athletic to participate either.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I taught a couple English classes to Spanish children and adults to make some extra money.  While the Middlebury program might try to dissuade you from doing this I really felt that it was a good way to cement my Spanish grammar especially.  You have to think out how you are going to explain things in Spanish before hand so really you can potentially be learning at the same time you student is.  Also teaching English to these families really gives you an easy way int o the Spanish culture.  Most of the people I taught to were so eager to tell me about Spain and were I should go visit.  I got invited over to dinners and offered places to stay when I traveled.  It was wonderful!

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I felt that I had a pretty sound basis on the Spanish language before I went abroad.  Despite this I still made improvements in my Spanish especially I listening comprehension.  Most of my professors at Middlebury and in High school had more of a Latin American Spanish accent and or background so being there and adapting to their language was more difficult then I expected at first.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The only information I had received from the school before I left was what the study abroad office gave me and what I had learned from previous students and the Universidad de la Rioja webpage.  We had a really nice orientation if the campus when we arrived with all the other ERASMUS students which was nice in meeting new people.  If you need the colleges help while you are there and you seek there help they will be more then happy to help you out but don’t expect them to hunt you down.  It was very accurately presented.  It’s a very modern campus, very different from Middlebury but everyone was very nice and hospitable.  

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Teresa Jimeno was WONDERFUL.  I love her to death.  She worked so hard to make us happy in our living situations, helped us pick out our classes, and even took us on a few field trips.  Basically anything we needed she did for us.  She is so sweet and approachable and makes it a point to care about everyone.  She talks very fast so she is a little hard to understand at first but you will get used to it before you know it.  

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I LOVED Logroño.  I really feel that is it the best program that Middlebury has in Spain (and I visited friends at all the other programs).  It is located in a city in a beautiful area that most students wouldn’t get to in their travels unless you study there.  It is a good-sized city but not a metropolis like Madrid (don’t worry there are still plenty of bars and discotecas open ALL NIGHT).  Not many people speak English in this area as opposed to the larger cities so you will not be tempted in that respect.  The filología Española department that you will most likely take classes in is small and friendly.  The professors recognize the international students and are very eager and willing to help you.  It was a wonderful experience where I met and made lots of wonderful friends!

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I already said this but something that is very important is to make sure that you like where you live and whom you live with because you do end up spending a lot of time at home.  Also it can be hard to make Spanish friends just because they already have their close circle of friends and often times travel home on the weekends.  One of my American friends took a class in which there were students that were studying Spanish and English, and the Spanish students studying English were interested in getting to know him because he was a native English speaker.  He made friends with these students and hung out with them a lot.  Also I took a 4th year class and was invited to their end of the year dinner and this was a nice way to get to hang out with the Spanish students in my class and get to know them better.  Basically any opportunity you get to go out with Spanish students do it. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I only had one person make a derogatory US comment to me but he was drunk and at a bachelor party.  Most people were very welcoming…I just wouldn’t wear your political view on your sleeve.  Also I think no matter what your political stance is it is almost important to listen to their comments because that way you are getting an outsiders perspective.  Still I wouldn’t get into any deep political discussions.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The Filología Española department was small and welcoming.  It was easy to get to know the professors and to get their help.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Introducción a la literatura Española Siglo 18-20

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): paper

	Describe course content:  We read 5 books int his course and discussed them briefly in class.  We also got a very in depth history of the literature and authors of this time period.

Evaluate course:  Maribel, the professor for this class was wonderful.  She spoke very fast but I feel like I learned the most from her class.  If you attend her class on a regular basis she will give you, as an international student, the option of writing a final paper or taking her exam.  Definitely opt for the paper just because the exam would just be way over your head because you most likely have not read extensively in Spanish in this time period.  For the paper she gives you a bunch of articles to read about literature of the time and you have to write a paper from the info.  Still challenging but much more on you level of thinking.


	2) Course title:  Comentario de Textos III
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  oral presentation on a chosen Spanish text

	Describe course content:  For every class we analyzed two to three Spanish texts from different Spanish authors.  This class was really an opportunity to speak out in class where in most classes you just end up taking notes and making little commentary.  

Evaluate course:  I really enjoyed this course.  Ernesto Puertas was a very passionate teacher who got off the topic at times but was funny when he did.  Unfortunately spring 2005 was his last semester teaching at la Uni Rioja so you wont have the pleasure of having him for a teacher.  


	3) Course title:  Español para extranjeros

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

middle

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  exam and class attendance

	Describe course content:  We met twice a week in the evenings and went over Spanish grammar and vocabulary.  We learned typical Spanish phrases that would not be taught in any regular classroom.

Evaluate course:  Teresa Jimeno taught this class and she is just wonderful.  I thought this class was a wonderful option for Middlebury and other Erasmus students to take.  The only grammar courses I found offered by the University were too over my head especially since I came for the spring semester.  This was a great opportunity to brush up on my grammar without the stress of doing it with other native Spanish speakers.  



	4) Course title: Literatura Española y Literatura Europea
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper/seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Class attendance, discussion of works we had to read 

	Describe course content:

I met separately with his professor and read more Spanish books so that I would get credit at Middlebury for the course.  In class we discussed the differences between European and Spanish lit and in the book discussions we discussed the books we read and how they were important to the topic.

Evaluate course:  Ernesto Puertas taught this class.  He was a great teacher and it was really nice that he was willing to alter the curriculum for me so that I could still take his class and get credit at Middlebury.  This was unfortunately his last semester teaching at the university though.  



	5) Course title: Historia de la literatura Española II, el Renacimiento y el Barroco
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): paper and exam and class attendance

	Describe course content:  In this class we discussed the historical happenings of this period with a special emphasis on the monarchy and art work of the times.  We read 4 books in the course which we were tested on at the end of the year as well as a series of vocabulary terms that we had to know.  He also gave each student an individual topic for a final paper to write.  

Evaluate course:  Fransisco Matito was another good teacher.  He speaks slowly and like having international students in his class.  This is a nice class to take because you can relax while taking notes because he is easy to understand.  The workload wasn’t too hard and he gives preference to English students.  



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I LOVE Nichole Chance.  She is wonderful!!!!  She really helped calm my nerves and answer all my questions about Spain that she could answer.  She was so much fun when she came to visit us too and was very receptive to all our comments about the program.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I had originally planned on going to the fall semester but my first pre departure meeting with Julie Good freaked me out and made me think I wasn’t ready to go.  I ended up switching my major and therefore had to switch semesters and go in the spring.  Nichole ran my second pre departure meeting and I felt a lot more calm and ready after this meeting.  I was able to talk to former Logroño students here and they really clamed my nerves too and made me realize that Middlebury really does help you through he first week that you are there…finding a place to live and everything.  In the first meeting for the fall semester Julie made it sound like we were being dropped off and had to fare for ourselves.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




