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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name_ ______ Home institution__Middlebury College__________ Class __2006__
Major(s)__Spanish and English_______________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied __Spain

Host University __C.V. Starr Middlebury School in Spain, Sede Prim__  City __Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From__September__To__December __ Year __2004



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I felt that it was fairly difficult to adjust to the different learning environment in Madrid, mostly due to the fact that I did not have an internet connection in my apartment and the research process was quite complicated because the libraries around the city were difficult to use and were closed during siesta.  I do feel that I became more independent living on my own and my Spanish skills improved greatly.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I loved learning about the Spanish culture and meeting friends in Spain because I think it is really important to understand how different parts of the world function and what makes each location unique.  There were several aspects about living in Spain that made me really appreciate living in America because I feel like it is a more ambitious and functional lifestyle where individuals strive for self-improvement.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I was really grateful that I lived with a 33 year old Spanish woman because we had a lot of time to speak with one another and participate in daily activities together, such as cooking and cleaning.  She really helped my Spanish skills improve and was a great source of support when I felt lonely or overwhelmed.  At times I found it really difficult not living near my other friends and not being able to use the internet, especially for communication because I felt really isolated.  Although I sometimes felt alone, I was able to become very self-sufficient and really got a chance to learn a lot about who I am.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

While I was abroad I made the decision to integrate Spanish as one of my majors and I actually decided I would like to teach Spanish.  It also made me realize that I love traveling and visiting different countries and hope to continue to do so now that I am back home.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

In most of my classes I did not find a whole lot of trouble integrating into the culture, however, I feel that the course load was very heavy for a school abroad in a foreign language.  It was somewhat frustrating having to spend such a great deal of time on homework assignments. 

b)  housing:

At first it was slightly difficult getting used to living with a stranger away from all my friends, especially since she didn’t really understand why I was constantly working so hard and so stressed out.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I enjoyed having an intercambio with a Spanish student who met with me once a week to speak about our cultures and meet up occasionally for a meal or drinks.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I feel that I improved greatly in all the different components of the language.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Some of the staff was not very helpful and much less organized than what I was used to at Middlebury.  I was very fortunate to find a woman to live with because I did not receive any assistance from the host institution.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Some of the staff was not very friendly and they were not very understanding of the difficulty we went through adjusting to a new culture.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

Why or why not?









  

The professors were very impressive and helpful for the most part and the experience in general was very rewarding and enjoyable.  From what I’ve heard from friends and even our professors, Prim exceeds the quality of any other institution abroad.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I think it was a really great experience to live in a different country for a semester and learn how to be independent.  Once I returned to Middlebury, I had reevaluated a lot about my relationships, my work ethic, and my lifestyle.  I would recommend that same opportunity to anybody, especially those who have been very sheltered their whole lives.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

For the most part, my friends and I fit in pretty well in Madrid, however, some people had some very strong opinions about the political views of Americans and their belief that we are self-centered as a culture.  There were some misperceptions about American girls that some of my Spanish friends informed me about, but there wasn’t anything that made me feel very uncomfortable.  I would advise students to take a neutral approach to political conversations and to simply say that they prefer not to discuss politics unless they are very close with the people involved in the conversation.  I also hope that students don’t feel ashamed of their culture because of the views of some of the people in Spain but to understand where they are coming from while still having pride in their country.
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I think that the quality of teachers could not have been any better and it was a great privilege to be in their classes.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

ART 2336A
Spanish Identity Through Image 

 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams, presentation, homework and participation

	Describe course content:

We watched relevant Spanish films and discussed important aspects of Spanish culture.
Evaluate course:
I feel that some of the assignments we had to do were a little unnecessary.  We should not have had to prepare a presentation, a 15 pg final paper and have a final exam on top of that at the end of the semester.  The videos and class trips were interesting, however.  It was also a good idea for us to have to search for newspaper articles for us to learn about the culture and what is important to their society.


	2) Course title:

HARC 2340A
Art in Museums of Madrid:Prado
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams and participation


	Describe course content:

We learned about European art, specifically the art in Spain in the Prado.
Evaluate course:
This was the first art history class I took and it was very interesting because the art was incredible.  I loved being able to go to the Prado every week and to learn how to appreciate art.



	3) Course title:

THEA 2467A
Theater in Madrid
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Participation, papers, exams
	Describe course content:

We learned about Spanish theater and read and discussed plays.  We also saw a few plays live in Madrid
Evaluate course:

Professor Doménech was an amazing instructor.  He was extremely knowledgeable and very thoughtful.  All of the plays were very interesting and very relevant.


	4) Course title:

SPAN 2319B
Advanced Spanish Language
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, papers, exams, participation
	Describe course content:

We reviewed grammar
Evaluate course:

Our instruction was very good and I feel that this was the most important class while abroad.  I felt much more confident about my oral and written skills after taking this class.


	5) Course title:

Spanish culture class every other Friday
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Participation and our web logs
	Describe course content:

We discussed aspects of the Spanish culture
Evaluate course:

I thought this class was completely unnecessary and much more of a nuisance than helpful.  We were told we would have our Fridays free and this class was a frustrating surprise for us.  Our travel plans were very much hindered and the grading was completely unfair.  I did not have internet access in my apartment and I had to pay at an internet café to complete my web logs, which put me at a great disadvantage.     


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not have much interaction with the Vermont Off-Campus study staff, but the little interaction I had was very useful and they were organized.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I found the meetings and handouts useful but it was difficult taking a large chunk of time out of my busy schedule for the meeting and feel it should have been optional.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

No




