STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution Middlebury College Class 2007
Major(s) Spanish, Sociology/Anthropology   
Country in which you studied Spain

Host University Universidad Carlos III     City Getafe

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From September
To June Year 2005-2006
Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

At first I did not feel very comfortable with the grading process because in most cases final grades were only based on a final exam.  I hardly did any writing my first semester and that’s something I was not happy about, but I guess coming from a Middlebury academic background I expected a lot of work.  I am happy I stayed for a second semester because that’s when I really started to understand their academic environment and also because I was able to take more interesting classes that I don’t think I would have ever taken at Middlebury, like Geography.  Overall, I love the structure of their educational system because you take a lot of diverse classes within one department.  The only downfall, I feel, is that Spaniards take classes with the same group of people throughout their four or five years.  It just takes away from the whole college experience, but the again they don’t view it this way and rather have a close group of friends.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I must admit that I never liked getting involved in political conversations and while studying abroad in Madrid I was caught in political discussions many times.  I felt attacked and so I started telling everyone that I was born in the Dominican Republic, but that didn’t really make a difference since I was then seen as an immigrant.  They are still having a hard time accepting people of color in their country and just getting used to the massive incoming population of immigrants.  In certain ways I felt like I had no identity in Spain- I was not American, but also was afraid to be Dominican.  Going abroad has made me appreciate the American culture a bit more, but has also made me realize that there are a lot of things that have to change.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I am now a more independent individual.  I learned to live on my own for ten months, coping with city life and learning to balance academic work and living on my own.  Academically, it helped to show me that I am capable of many things in the classroom, which I might have never tried at Middlebury.  I am a better public speaker, thanks to the many oral presentations that I had to present.  Although I am Dominican and come from a Spanish-speaking home I must say that I learned a lot of new reading and writing skills that will help me succeed in future Spanish classes at Middlebury.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

After taking classes only in Spanish I decided that I want to major only in Spanish, leaving Sociology as a minor.  I want to be a bilingual teacher in New York, or possibly return to Madrid as a graduate student to get involved with their education system, which I feel needs a little more polishing up.  I have set higher standards for myself at Middlebury, knowing that if I could go through an entire year in another country studying in another language, that Middlebury should be a piece of cake.  (or at least I’d like to think of it that way)
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Taking classes in different departments helped a lot when it came to making friends.  I would say that this was the best way to integrate into Spanish culture.  Meeting students from all over Spain made me realize how different one section of the country can be from another.  I got to meet most of Spanish friends through group projects that were assigned in classes.  I made it my business to make sure that I was always paired up with different people so I could get to know more of them.  


b)  housing:

My first semester I had ten roommates, three of them being Spaniards.  I hated my living situation and didn’t feel comfortable with the people there, especially because of my sexual orientation.  I lived by myself in the center of the city for the second semester.  I had all of the commodities I needed to survive.  I spent a lot of my time in school so it did not really affect me to live alone for the second half of the year.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

COGAM- Gay Queer Alliance in Madrid

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture? Spanish
What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?
Being a fluent Spanish speaker one would think that there isn’t much to learn of your own language, but little did I know what this trip had in store for me.  I would say that overall, my aural comprehension, reading, writing and speaking skills are much better than when I arrived in my host country.  I am especially happy with the improvement of my writing thanks to the extensive amount of writing that I did in my second semester.  I am thankful for the language class that we took at the Sede Prim in Madrid because they taught me how to perfect essays, written exams and speaking skills.  I don’t think anyone should be allowed to get out of this class despite their level of Spanish.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I actually arrived there early and from day one they were very helpful even though they were busy with the Madrid students.  I think they did a marvelous job showing us around Madrid and getting us acquainted with certain places.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

There were times when I wondered how important the Carlos III students really were for the Sede Prim.  Of course they are a whole separate institution, but I feel they could have done much better in feeling more like Middlebury students when we needed it.  The director was always there when I most needed her, especially at the end of the year when I was not really doing that well emotionally.  The only problem I had with her is that my Fall semester I wanted to change a grade because I thought it was unfair and I did everything she told me to do and in the end she just disregarded the entire thing.  All she said was that “the grade was good enough,” not an answer I really like to hear as a Middlebury student.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Everyone should study abroad, regardless of their major.  It is an experience that will allow them to really be prepared for the “real world” after Middlebury.  I would recommend this program because it allows you to engage in a wide variety of courses that will help you expand your knowledge of any subject.  The students are very welcoming and for the most part are very helpful with the whole transition process into the Spanish education system.  The professors are absolutely amazing, no doubt about it.  Definitely, Middlebury material! 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

You have to be very open minded about the things that you might see while you study abroad.  Also, be ready to share a little of your culture with them because they will be ready to share a lot of their culture with you.  Do not be afraid to walk up to someone, at least in Spain, because most of the time they’ll be afraid to approach you.  If sparking up a conversation out of the blue is not your type of thing then you should ask a question about class, which will help ease the process of meeting a new person.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

A lot of times when getting in the metro to go to school I would be the only person of color.  People would stare me up and down and I felt like my privacy was being stolen from me, but that started to change when I just disregarded all of these looks.  One day I confronted someone by asking them why they were looking at me and of course I got no response back.  The only advice I would give in this case would be to ignore the looks because they don’t really do anything, but if you can spark off a conversation then do so.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Whatever anyone in specializing on I feel that they won’t get a lot out of the school without taking a class in the Humanities Department.  The sociology department was o.k., but not really one that I would recommend.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Spanish Social Structure
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 paper

1 written exam

1 oral presentation
	Describe course content:

We learned about many different aspects of Spanish society through different topics, like politics, education, immigration and even sexual orientation.

Evaluate course:
I would recommend this course to anyone because it allows you to see the Spanish culture from many different points of view.



	2) Course title: Regional Geography
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 paper

1 written exam
	Describe course content:

We learned about how geography has always been an important factor in society.  We got a better understanding of how the world works from a geographical perspective.  More importantly how Spain came to be through a geographical point of view.
Evaluate course:
I feel that this class was mostly interesting because of the professor.  Professor Orueta is a magnificent person.  He took time out of class to make sure that all of the “extranjeros” understood everything and to help further explain the material.  He values hard work and is, I would say, a very typical Middlebury professor.  The course content was dense, but definitely would recommend it to anyone.



	3) Course title:

History of Theatre

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 oral exam

2 response papers
	Describe course content:

We went from the very early stages of theatre all the way through alternative theatre, specifying what made each stage of theatre unique.  We read books that allowed us to make these connections and went to two theatre performances for which we had to write response papers for. 

Evaluate course:

Yet another course that allowed me to step out of my bubble and learn more about Hispanic Literature.  It was a very intense course with a lot of reading, but it was worth it.  You could tell that the professor had passion for what he was doing.



	4) Course title: Urban Sociology
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 written exam

1 oral presentation

1 paper
	Describe course content:

We studied a lot of sociologists and their theories and how they could be applied to the Spanish society.  We went through different eras of sociology, learning what made each era unique, why and how it played an important role in society.
Evaluate course:

Was not really happy with the way the professor taught the class. It could have been made more interesting if the professor would have put a little more enthusiasm into the material.  This is the only class I did not feel comfortable with because only the exam was 80% of the course and the oral presentation (45 minutes) and the paper (10 pages) which I worked very hard on were hardly looked at.  I wouldn’t recommend this class to anyone.



	5) Course title: Thoughts and Belief World Today
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro Course

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 written exam

1 paper

10 ungraded papers

1 oral presentation


	Describe course content:

In this Philosophy course 
Evaluate course:



	6) Course title: Contemporary Literature/Relation to Media
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 written exams
1 oral presentation
	Describe course content:

We studied the evolvement of literature and to what extent the media has affected the way literature is looked at in contemporary society.  Some of the topics included Radio and Literature and oral vs. written literature. 
Evaluate course:

There was a lot of enjoyable reading in the class.  It helped to prepare me for the rest of the year in terms of oral presentations since it was the first class I did an oral presentation for.  There were a lot of packets to read and books, but it was all doable.     


	7) Course title: Applied Spanish Language
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro/Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

A lot of workbook assignments

1 written exam


	Describe course content:

In this grammar course, which is mandatory for all Middlebury students, we looked to expand our Spanish vocabulary through weekly homework assignments.  

Evaluate course:

The course was a bit stressful since we were going over a lot of the things you would learn at Middlebury before going abroad, but it was a good way to refresh our memories. 


	8) Course title: Applied Spanish Language I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 written exam
3 graded papers
	Describe course content:

In this course we applied what we learned in our grammar course to the written assignments we did.  This class was more leaned towards teaching us how to write like Spaniards.

Evaluate course:

This class was probably the foundation for my second semester in Getafe when I did most of my writing abroad.  This class is very helpful with written, oral and reading skills.  The professor was also very helpful throughout the semester with other work from Carlos III.      




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Did not have a connection with anyone at the office.  I don’t think it was necessary while abroad.  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended all of the meetings that I was supposed to attend.  The meetings and handouts were very useful and I learned a lot of what to expect while abroad.  The students that were at the meetings who had been abroad helped to answer some important questions.  I don’t think there should be any changes to the way these things are handled.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (Only if the comments are edited.)




