STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_________Middlebury College_____________ Class __2007_
Major(s)____________________________Philosophy__________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Spain









Host University
Universidad de Rioja


City
Logrono





US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From    02/2006
To        07-2006
 Year 


2006







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The lax academic environment of Spain allowed me so spend more time learning by doing cultural things rather than studying. I can study Spanish culture anywhere, but only in Spain can I socialize with Spanish students, go to bullfights, go to traditional Spanish festivals and see historical sites.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I knew that the Spanish prided themselves on working to live and not living to work, but I guess I never fully realized this attitude until I got to Spain. Work really is the least of their concerns, to the point that no one in any service industry is very reliable, and if possible will probably talk on a cell phone while “helping” you out. I also now understand why Americans are called workaholics and why other cultures think we need to stop and enjoy ourselves a little more. In the US there is more of a sense of “this needs to be changed and I can be the one to change it,” as opposed to Spain where people seemed more accepting of current conditions.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It allowed me to be more independent and use my time more wisely.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Personally, I want to retain my knowledge of Spanish and go into a career where I can use it on the job (perhaps international law)
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Very successful, the Spanish academic attitude is not hard to adapt to.

b)  housing:

not successful. I lived with three Spanish girls who didn’t seem to want anything to do with me.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t have any set extracurriculars
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved dramatically in my aural comprehension and speaking, but not as much in reading and writing.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Everything was accurate. The only thing I was concerned about and had no idea about until I got there was the process by which I was going to find a place to live. Once I got there everyone was really helpful and this wasn’t too much of an issue.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Very competent and always there when we need her.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Because it helps you mature, gives you perspective and allows you to see a new culture. Its academically rigorous without being too time consuming.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Make sure to take advantage of every opportunity, especially cultural opportunities. You never know when you’ll be back again, if ever.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I am half-ecuadorian, and the Spanish didn’t seem to like Ecuadorians too much, so I didn’t say anything.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Linguistics is there biggest strength.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Gramatica
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One exam
	Describe course content:

Basic Spanish grammar for native speakers
Evaluate course:
It was amazing how the Spanish students didn’t know there own grammar very well. The course was pretty good, but overall pretty boring.


	2) Course title:

Sintaxis de la oracion
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One exam

	Describe course content:

Lectures on how to grammatically deconstruct a sentence.
Evaluate course:
I got so bored and lost in this course I had no idea what was going on until the very end when I had my friend teach it all to me in a few hours. I ended up doing well on the exam anyway, which shows how much was actually learned 


	3) Course title: Pueblos de los Antiguedades
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One exam
	Describe course content:

Lectures on pre-roman cultures in Spain
Evaluate course:

Interesting stuff, fun professor, but the exam was unreasonably hard. I felt that I knew everything on there and that I wrote a lot for every question, but for some reason my grade didn’t reflect my knowledge. Oh well, at least I didn’t fail like some other students did.


	4) Course title: Poblacion y Recursos Naturales
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One exam
	Describe course content:

Basic stuff about the environment and population
Evaluate course:

Very biased information about how the world going to end from overpopulation and overconsumption in the next few decades. The professor was the ultimate hippie, and there was no room for argument with her statistics. Not my favorite class.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were helpful and there whenever I need them

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes these were very helpful, I can’t think of any way to improve them.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




