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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__________________ Home institution____Middlebury College__________________ Class _2007
Major(s)______Literary Studies ______________________________________________________________________    
Country in which you studied   Spain



Host University  Universidad de La Rioja
 City Logrono

US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From  September 2005
To February 2006
 Year 2005-2006



Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The classes which I took did not have a terribly different educational environment from that which I have experienced at Middlebury College.  Often we say that the difference is a lecture format vs. our more seminar-like format, but in fact I’ve had many lecture-style classes here at Middlebury.  The classes which I took there all encouraged class participation.  The main difference is that attendance was not mandatory, though often attendance was a substitute for taking the final exam.  The attitude which the students had towards going to class and being in class was also different.  While participation was encouraged, the students often didn’t openly participate unless incited to.  Also, and I think this is a result of university education being almost free there, a lot of kids didn’t show up a lot of the time.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

My study abroad experience didn’t influence my understanding of my host culture—it formed it.  I really knew next to nothing about Spanish culture when I arrived there.  In terms of my perception of American culture, it didn’t really change.  Though I have American citizenship, I am Canadian by birth and upbringing, and have always viewed American culture with a critical eye.  My experience in Spain made me realized that your average Spaniard is just about as ignorant about the U.S. and Canada as I was about Spain.  They don’t really distinguish between the two countries, and pretty much all they know about the U.S. is based on the fact that the U.S. tends to make a lot of “noise” politically on a global scale.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

The qualities which best served me while in Spain were my independence and curiosity.  I am the type of person who loves a challenge.  I like situations that are new and different and I like meeting people.  The most enriching aspect was getting to know both my roommates and the other international students studying there for the semester.  When I was first adjusting to being there, I was slightly more closed off, but as soon as I put myself out there and tried to make new friends and have new experiences it was very easy.  My independence allowed me to explore the city, and not feel lonely in that I didn’t know anyone there with me beforehand, and my outgoingness allowed be to reap the greatest benefit from the experience because of all of the people whom it allowed me to get to know.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

When I returned from study abroad I changed majors from Literary studies to a joint English-Spanish major.  I hope to go to med school, and now that I have confidence in my spanish-speaking abilities would like to go to south America to do some humanitarian work.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I chose classes given by teachers who indicated that they were accustomed to having exchange students in their classes.  This meant that they were more in tune with the difficulties that present themselves to the students when they first arrive, and they make a better attempt at integration.

b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with 3 spanish girls, and a Chilean girl.  This was the best decision I made.  It was really hard to integrate them at first because I felt like an outsider and I wasn’t confident in my language abilities, but once I started making a purposeful effort to hang out with them, come home for lunch and eat with them, etc. it was great.  Most of what I learned language-wise was from them.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I played indoor soccer briefly, though didn’t really enjoy it.  I took part in all of the activities organized for the Erasmus students (European exchange students) such as a Christmas pot luck and gift exchange, an end-of-semester slide show, etc. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I went on several cultural trips to nearby “pueblos” to experience local spanish culture.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Within the first couple of weeks I was able to understand perfectly when teachers spoke.  It took longer to follow group conversations, especially since people my age talk fast and use a lot of slang.  Reading is always a little difficult, but eventually your level gets good enough that you can avoid the dictionary and infer the meaning of the words you don’t understand.  I never found writing very hard since you could look up words you don’t know.  As for speaking, it took a good 2 months before I really felt that I could express myself clearly, but by the end I was quite fluent.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The host institution had a week-long orientation session which was very uuseful and allowed you to get to know the other international students.  They gave a tour of the school and the city as well as helped find housing.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, she was great.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

The school is used to having foreign students and adapts to them quite well.  You also get to know the other exchange students and they are like a group of ready-made friends.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

It won’t be what you think it’ll be like, but nonetheless it’ll be a great experience.  If you go into it with preconceptions you might be disappointed.  Once you’re there, you have to be willing to make a big effort and just jump into things.  Be outgoing, and don’t let your first few weeks there set the tone for your whole experience – they will be the hardest.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not explicitly.  The city I was in is very small and sheltered and so people aren’t used to foreigners.  You will stand out, but if you don’t let it bother you, it won’t be a problem.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

no
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Territorio y Sociedad Espanola 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro/upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Final 20 page paper
Attendance, participation

	Describe course content:

Geography of Spain, climate, population, migration, economy, imports/exports, tourism, etc.
Evaluate course:
The geography part was a little dull, but the rest of the course was really interesting in terms of understanding the society in which you are living.  We weren’t evaluated on what we learned in class, so a lot of people skipped and just wrote the final paper, but the information we covered was mostly interesting and rewarding, and the teacher (Teresa Garcia) was quite accommodating. 


	2) Course title:

Espanol para extranjeros
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Class attendance and participation, final exam

	Describe course content:

We covered a lot but nothing really in depth.  It was a class geared towards the foreign students with an advanced level of spanish.  It was very laid back.  We studied some grammatical concepts, vocabulary, etc.  The class was a sort of evolving experience because we would cover things that ppl were unsure about and requested to talk about (subjunctive, past tense, preposition use, etc)
Evaluate course:
It was a bit too informal and too easy.  It was good to review some of the grammatical concepts, but it was mostly stuff which I had already learned. 


	3) Course title:

Literatura del Siglo de Oro
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
3 short papers (3-4 papers), attendance
	Describe course content:

We read golden age poetry and literature.
(Fray Luis de Leon, Quevedo, Garcilaso de la Vega, Lope de Vega, Gongora, Cervantes, San Juan de la Cruz, etc.)  We would have a specific reading assignment for each class.  It would start out a lecture on the background info of the author/period and then we would have class discussion on interpretation of the works, etc.
Evaluate course:

It was a difficult class in that the language of the poetry was antiquated, and it was hard reading, but the class and teacher (Julian Bravo) were great.  Julian understood the difficulties involved with the work for the foreign students, and encouraged them to participate as much as everyone else.  


	4) Course title:

Narrativa Espanola Contemporranea 

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper/seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
a final 7-10 page paper, attendance
	Describe course content:

We read spanish novels from the 20th century.  Though this was not explicitly intentional, most novels centered or at least treated on a secondary level, the theme of the civil war.  We read Jose Cela, Eduardo de Mendoza, Ramón J. Sender, Miguel Delibes, Carmen Laforet, Joan Marse, etc.
Evaluate course:

This was a really interesting course.  It was reading intensive, but tapered off before the end of the semester to allow time for final assignments.  The teacher was fantastic (Julian Bravo, same as siglo de oro) and the lectures and discussion were very interesting.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I did not have any notable interactions with the staff.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The pre-departure orientation meeting was useful.  I liked being able to talk to someone who went to the same place I was going.  I found, however, that they didn’t do a good job at really letting you know in a clear way what you would need to do prior to leaving.  I also didn’t really know how things were going  to work once I got where I was going and I felt like I had to do  a lot of sifting through the info to find out what I wanted to know.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




