STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_Middlebury College      ____ Class __2006____
Major(s)__Mathematics________________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied  Spain








Host University  Sede Prim, Middlebury School in Madrid

City   Madrid







US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From  January
To May
 Year 
2005







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I felt that the relaxed, more open relationship that I and the other students had with our teachers was a benefit. Even though professors at Middlebury are very friendly, I feel the culture to drink and go out with professors in Madrid created an interesting learning environment. Also there was a lot more resources at our disposal, such as museums, state conferences and theaters, to add to the experience. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned a lot about the culture in terms of food, pastimes, nightlife, art etc. What was most interesting was the subtle difference in our cultures that can only be revealed through spending time with the people. By living with Spaniards, I realized how different we treat ideas of humor, friendship and society.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I was able to act totally natural since there were no preconceived notions of me in Madrid. This was therapeutic and I learned a lot about my true personality.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I now want to travel as much as possible and want to make it a priority to find a job that requires travel. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

These were good for learning the broader culture through language, political science and art courses.

b)  housing:

This was the best since I lived with three Spaniards that were my age.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was great for integration since I was working toward a common goal with people from another culture. It taught me a lot about business culture in Spain.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Mostly speaking and listening.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

More or less. Our homestay was not well prepared but when we got there we were able to search well. In my case, I found not having a homestay set up as a plus.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, very.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

It was an amazing experience and chance to see a country and people in the fullest.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Just go without many reservations and try not to worry too much. Have fun and try to spent less time with Americans and more time with the locals.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did not since I am Greek and they did not look at me as they do other Americans. Just don’t wear your politics on your sleeve.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Their EU class is really good.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Intermediate Spanish
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams and homework

	Describe course content:

Just a Spanish language course.
Evaluate course:
Very good. Learned a lot of grammar and slang.


	2) Course title:

Democracy in Latin America
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and exams

	Describe course content:

Mostly political science theory applied to Latin America.
Evaluate course:

Very good. 


	3) Course title:

The European Union
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers and exam
	Describe course content:

Basically a history course of the events since 1945 that led to the formation of the EU
Evaluate course:

Amazing. The professor lived and was involved with much of what he taught.


	4) Course title:

Internship at American Express
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

N/A
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Paper and presentation

	Describe course content:

I interned at the corporate office. There was a 15 page research paper at the end and a 7 minute graded presentation
Evaluate course:

Very good. Got to learn a lot about the culture through this work.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

They were very competent and very personable. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

They were ok, but nothing can really prepare you for the trip.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




