STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury_____________________ Class _2007_
Major(s)______English, Art History; Spanish minor________





    
Country in which you studied Spain




Host University  USEK Segovia
City
Segovia

US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From September
To February
 Year 


2005-6







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The university was a shock. It was a teeny little school and going was like being in high school. You showed up for lecture, had zero work until the final exams, and didn’t even use textbooks. My most time-consuming class was a photography class I audited, just because I had to do lab work. I guess I benefited from that environment because it eased me into learning Spanish, and because I had a ton of spare time to make friends and practice my Spanish with them. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I used to be really critical about America, and I was really sick of Middlebury when I went abroad. I realize now that yes, we are overworked and scarily productive here, but it is really mentally and personally rewarding. I felt like a bum a lot in Spain, and I couldn’t understand why no one ever did anything except smoke and watch futbol. It was nice for a while, but very unfulfilling. I still think that we are a little crazy here in America, and focus too much on work and money, but seeing the flip-side made me understand why it’s somewhat necessary. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

It takes balls to go abroad anywhere. I was in Madrid alone for a week exploring the city, and I traveled alone to Italy while I was there. I’m much more confident and independent. You really have to put your neck on the line to make friends in the dorm and the clubs, and integrate into school, but once you do it’s worth it. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Well, I studied in Uruguay in the spring and absolutely loved it (not that Spain wasn’t nice too…) But now in my post-grad job search I am looking for a job in Buenos Aires or Montevideo---something I NEVER would have thought I could do before I went there. I feel like I need to keep exploring and seeing things and meeting people. If you think Midd is homogenous before you study abroad, you’re going to feel like we’re all clones by the time you come back. There’s so many different, weird, interesting people out in the big world---going abroad is worth it just to meet people. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

In some classes the kids adopted me and invited me out to drink and party and study. In another, which was an almost grad-level class where the students were like 25 years old, I was an outcast. The teacher was a huge prick though and refused to acknowledge that I could speak Spanish and talked about me to the class while I was there. It was a little ridiculous, but my other profs were awesome and really helpful. 

b)  housing:

I lived in a dorm, which was great because it was like having built-in friends. The kids were first-years, so it was a little rowdy sometimes, but always fun. Unfortunately, there were 3 other Americans in the dorm, which did NOT help my Spanish at all. It’s ard to avoid speaking English when you live with English speakers. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I guess my photo glass was an extracurricular. That helped me integrate just because of exposure to more people. Botellon? Does that count? 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

nope
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My listening and speaking skills improved TREMENDOUSLY. I was always listening (at first) then talking to the kids in my dorm and in classes. Before I went I had zero confidence speaking, and by the time I came back I could barely speak English. Reading in Spanish became natural. My writing improved because my vocab and understanding of the language did, but I barely wrote at all, so I guess I’m not even really sure. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

There was almost too much information. It was complicated because first you have to deal with the Study Abroad Office, and they have way too much on their plate and often can’t answer your questions sufficiently. Then the office in Madrid, then the liaison in Segovia for MIdd, then the USEK itself. It all seemed very bureaucratic to me. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I don’t know who this would be, but Kim Griffin and Teresa Cordoba were great. They were always e-mailing to make sure everything was okay. Miguel Larranaga and I were not on the same page, and I didn’t find him very helpful, although he was very nice and my peers were able to click with him better than I was. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I think they are cutting this site anyway. I just think you’d be more stimulated in Madrid. Segovia is slow and the University’s academic standards are very low. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I know this sounds clichéd, but stay away from Americans. Don’t call Mom and Dad and boyfriend every night. You won’t get any better at all if you don’t make friends from your host country. It’s okay to have only 2 or 3 friends while you’re there. It’s impossible to set up a huge social net like you have at Midd, even if you made it here in a semester. Travel a lot while you’re there, esp. within your host country. Don’t try to live the life you live at Midd or at home, it won’t happen and you’ll be disappointed. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Most people automatically assumed that I was a stupid American tourist who couldn’t speak Spanish, especially since Segovia is really touristy. But I kept going back to the same grocery stores and fruit markets and talking to the people until I became a regular and they actually were nice to me. Persistence, children. Break those stereotypes. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The courses were at a high school level, if that. It was useful to learn Spanish and do well in class, but useless when it came to actually learning material. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Intro to Architecture
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Into
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 quizzes, 1 exam

	Describe course content:

We learned about architecture from pre-history until the gothic period. 
Evaluate course:
This was a great course, the prof was interesting and helpful. I learned and synthesized the most info in this course. 


	2) Course title:

Intro to Archaeology
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One huge project

	Describe course content:

I hated this class. It was pretty much archaeology for architects, bc it was offered within the architecture major. It was en elective, so no one ever came to class. We didntt even start the course until 3 weeks into the semester. The project was just cataloguing historical monuments in teeny Spanish pueblos, which was useless because he never taught us how to catalog anything in the first place! It was awkward being in a group because they had no clue what they were doing either, and they were working on their theses and didn’t really give a shit about this course, making it virtually impossible for me to do well. 


	3) Course title:

Public Speaking (Techniques of Oral Expression)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
A few speeches
	Describe course content:

We learned what you would pretty much learn in a 9th grade public speaking class (make eye contact, don’t read from the sheet, etc)
Evaluate course:

Although the actually content was basic, having to write and perform speeches aloud in front of the entire class really really helped my Spanish. And the professor was in LOVE with Midd students, so he babied me. 


	4) Course title:

Mythology and Legends
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One group project
	Describe course content:

We learned about general themes in mythology
Evaluate course:

There was no text book, no critical thinking, and not even any memorization in the class. It was a blow-off. We did get to take a field trip to the Prado, though, so that was cool. Oh, and 90% of the students were foreign. That didn’t help. 


	5) Course title:

Intro to Photography
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
A portfolio
	Describe course content:

We learned a little history of photography, how to use a manual SLR camera, how to develop film and photos. 
Evaluate course:

I loved it. I actually learned something useful to my life, and the lab environment was very helpful in making friends. 


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I was told Segovia had a great art history department, when in actuality they had cut the entire department two semesters before I went! No one bothered to tell me, and now I’m in the really awkward position of having to take 5 classes to this fall to finish my major. Better communication is needed. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes. Not really. IT was disorganized and the student from Segovia didn’t really like it, which was disheartening. Find students who are more objective. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




