STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College_________________________________ Class ____2008__
Major(s)________________International Studies / Europe/ Politics/ Spanish __________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied:  Spain










Host University:  Carlos III,  Getafe



City
Madrid, Getafe






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From:     February
To: July
 Year 

2007








Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

I benefited from having classes in Spanish, together with other native Spanish speakers. It greatly improved my speaking and writing skills.  Also, as a political science student the political situation in Spain together with the political science class I took were very interesting to my studies.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Living integrated into the Spanish culture was a welcome and positive change to the life at Middlebury and I learned a lot about the country, culture, food, dance and people. (by dancing flamenco once a week, cooking Spanish food and becoming integrated into a Spanish group of friends). My perception about the American culture stayed the same, since I am not American to begin with.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Living independently and unconditioned by a housing system such as the one in Middlebury made me feel more independent and in control of my life. Studying in a city and being able to travel a lot and not being held in me room with loads of reading and actually being outside in the “real world” and communicating with a wide range of people improved my public relations and organizational and logistical skills.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I decided I don’t want to work in Spain. I became more interested in public relations. I became more determined, realistic and rational as a person.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

successful integration,  due to not having to take the class at sede prim. 

b)  housing:

mostly with my Grandmother. It was interesting to live with and get to know the political views of an older generation.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

hip-hop, flamenco, horse riding, climbing, surfing, swimming, hiking, ballet, cooking, tenting, snowboarding, visiting medieval sites 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

N/A
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

A lot.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Not really, did not really need it either since I am familiar with Madrid/Spain.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes. She was very nice and always willing to help.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

No. I do not think that the academic level is comparable to the one in Middlebury, the orientation and course offered in Sede prim prevented the American Students from “degrouping” and integrating into Spanish culture and becoming friends with and actually going out with Spanish people.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

They should venture out of the American/Erasmus student group and spend less time superficially traveling all around Europe and more time understanding the culture they are in. It is hard to find friends in the university at first so they should be open and social. They should go to classes so that the finals will not be to stressfull.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Learn to speak Spanish without an American accent, try dressing and acting similar to Spanish people.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

No
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Hist. de Rel. Internacionales contemp.
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Attendance 30%
Exam 70%


	Describe course content:

History of international studies from colonization through 1st and 2nd world war, cold war, up to the creation of the EU and today.
Evaluate course:
Not much space for discussion, not very interesting class, learned most on my own.


	2) Course title:

Arquitectura del siglo 20
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

cursillo
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Class participation, exam

	Describe course content:

Architecture of the 20th century, architects and their works.
Evaluate course:
Learned most on my own. Class discussion nonexistent.


	3) Course title:

Historia medieval
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

1st year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers/homework 10%
Quizzez 30%

Practical work 10%

Final exam 50%
	Describe course content:

Medieval history starting with Constantinople, Justinian and Theodora, the Germanic tribe movements in Europe, romans, Vikings, Visigoths, arabs, al andaluz, Spain and it’s three cultures, the plague, the reconquista. The expulsion of the arabs from the continent and its rpercussions.
Evaluate course:

Very interesting, great professor, not enough in class discussion


	4) Course title:

Hist. Med. A traves de la ficcion
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Class participation 40%
Paper 60%
	Describe course content:

Learning about how medieval culture is portrayed through novels and fiction
Evaluate course:

Very interesting, professor talked to much and should have encouraged more class discussion


	5) Course title:

Relaciones internacionales
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Final exam and class attendance
	Describe course content:

Spanish International relations and foreign affairs, international policies regarding sub-Saharan/main africa, international organizations, environmental international behaviour, international law, EU, NATO, international court of justice.
Evaluate course:

Interesting, valuable for my major, professor was very professional however would not anyone else but himself speak. Fair grader.


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Interaction at the beginning, later not much
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Some, not that much, found out most on my own. Please improve for those who are interested and maybe not make them obligatory for those who want to figure things out on their own, it is not that hard.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




