STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_Middlebury College__________________________________ Class __2007____
Major(s)__Independent Scholar - Linguistics________________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied  Spain











Host University  La Universidad de la Rioja



City
Logrono






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From February 
To June
 Year 
2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The personal benefit of studying in a new environment was learning to become more independent. I found interesting materials on my own, decided which readings were important and which were extraneous. I learned to approach professors who were sometimes not so approachable and learned to adjust to a different set of standards.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I certainly learned how to spot an American from a mile away. Living in Spain forced me to look at America as one large entity, not the constituent states and cities which are the source of its diversity and culture. I also began to see more and more subtleties in the differences among Spaniards and Americans began to seem very homogenized.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Study abroad allowed me to realize my own independence and forced me to face a new set of challenges on my own. Living in an apartment for the first time, cooking for myself, dealing with uncooperative roommates, and managing the public transportation system were all new for me. I was sometimes surprised with my own capacity for dealing with these challenges. Knowing that I have overcome them gives me confidence to handle future difficult situations. Problem solving and the ability to improvise were very useful during study abroad. When traveling and making plans with others, you had to be flexible and able to come up with a plan b when plan a went awry.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I realized that I probably don’t want to go into academia and that I do want to work with children.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

My classes had a mix of Spaniards and Erasmus, but there was hardly any mixing. At first I initiated some conversation with the Spanish students but there was little encouragement to continue


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment near the university with two Spaniards. Again, despite my efforts to talk to them, they did little to engage me as a friend.I

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined the gym at the university and traveled, but did not do any organized club or sport 

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

none

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made significant gains in each component. The most noticeable different was probably in speaking, followed by aural comprehension. My reading and writing skills were already fairly advanced when I arrived in Spain.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes, we had plenty of support and information. The study abroad office was a bit hard to use as their hours were not very convenient, but with enough persistence, they were a good source of help and information.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, she was competent, but not so approachable. I did not feel like I could go to her with my concerns.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

One of the best features of the university is the number of Erasmus students there from other countries. The university is small enough that you can get individual attention if you need it and the study abroad office was really concerned about its students

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Pack light, keep an open mind, don’t spend a lot of time studying, go out and meet people. Try really really hard because a lot of natives will not want to put that much effort into meeting someone who is leaving in a few months. Meet other foreigners, who are in the same position, and travel around your country of study as much as possible. Travel within one country is more beneficial than a lot of international travel because you get a feel for many parts of a country at many different times.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Yes, any non-Caucasian person was generally treated with suspicion. Ignore it if you can or remove yourself from a situation. I wouldn’t recommend confronting someone in a foreign language and in a foreign environment.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Not that I’m aware of.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Sintaxis de la Oracion

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam


	Describe course content:

We learned how to diagram sentences into many parts with technical names. We had to understand completely the sometimes complex relationship of every word in a sentence

Evaluate course:
It was miserable and the professor was intimidating. I met with him a couple of times outside of class for extra help and was often yelled at for my incompetence.



	2) Course title: Gramatica Espanola

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, exam, participation


	Describe course content:

Grammar, from the most basic concepts to the most complex relationships among words. Interesting to a linguist, boring to most other people. My favorite of the 4 classes I took.

Evaluate course: I’d recommend it, and the professor was nice. He was approachable and less stuffy than the others.


	3) Course title: Elementos constitutivos del lexico espanol

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper, exam
	Describe course content:

Still not sure. In general, we studied all the different language groups that contributed to the current Spanish lexicon (Basque, pre-roman indigenous language, Latin, Arabic, German, French, Italian, etc.). I memorized examples of words from each classification. 

Evaluate course: Although the instruction was pretty bad, I learned a lot about the history of Spanish. Again, I study linguistics so this is interesting to me, but most people would find it tedious.



	4) Course title: Pueblos hispanos de la antiguedad

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exam
	Describe course content:

We learned what ancient people on the Iberian peninsula lived like. We covered their homes, diet, tools, burial practices, religion, government, etc. It’s all one blur of irrelevant details which had to be temporarily memorized for the exam.
Evaluate course:

So painfully boring. The professor was by far the best, but the lectures were painful. Class was irrelevant if you got a copy of the notes and studied them carefully. 



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My interaction with the staff at Middlebury was fairly minimal. I attended all the required meetings but did not schedule individual appointments.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended the pre-departure meeting. The first meeting with all the Spain-bound students was very helpful and instructive. The smaller meeting for just Logrono students was less useful, but still nice to get to know the other students on the program.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

