STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution Middlebury College _______________________________ Class  2008______


Major(s)____Political Science-Economics Joint


 
Country in which you studied:  Spain

Host University   Middlebury College
City
Madrid

US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From September
To  February
 Year 
  2006-2007







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The education system in Spain was completely different from what I was used to in the US.  The classes were seemingly voluntary, and there were students who I had never seen in class who showed up to the final exam. Almost the entire grade was based on the final exam. Class participation hardly ever happened, neither from the native Spanish students nor from the students studying abroad. The class I took at the Middlebury School in Spain (PRIM) was much more like other American classes I was used to, and provided a nice change of pace from the classes at Carlos III. 
Therefore I did most of my learning outside the classroom. Obviously language was learned wherever I went, but a lot of the Spanish history I learned I picked up from books that I bought separately outside of school. Inside the classroom most of my learning was done just by listening to the lectures and writing the few papers I had.

My Spanish listening skills were greatly enhanced by listening to several hours of academic lecture everyday. That was definitely a benefit. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It is like they say; the more time I spent in Spain, the less I realized that I knew about Spaniards. In some ways the stereotypes were reinforced (hot bloodedness, siesta, great pallea), however in other ways you really realize how small the world is, and how fundamentally similar we all are. I think Spaniards have a broader world view than most Americans. 

On the other hand, I was reminded of the tremendous power that US culture holds around the world. The US was everywhere (McDonalds, Ben and Jerry’s, Nike, Hollywood…) But I also learned how deeply passionate about the US I am. I found myself defending US policies that I don’t entirely agree with myself, simply because I felt like the American perspective was getting distorted. Moreover I found myself endlessly trying to explain the post 9/11 mentality in the US, something that foreigners (I don’t think) will ever truly understand. 

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Studying in Spain was one of the most difficult things I have ever done in my life. It was also one of the most fulfilling. I grew everyday, whether it was through meeting a stranger, struggling through a conversation, getting lost in a city, getting lost in a random country, learning to deal with metropolitan life, or even learning to live with a different family, all these experiences contributed to me growing as a person. 

I have forever prided myself on being an exceptionally tough person. I try not to let anything get to me, even so things got to me in Spain (loneliness, language barriers, culture shock…), but I took everything in stride and kept my head up. That’s something I’ve been doing my whole life, and its something that really helped in Spain. 


 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Academically I got a minor in Spanish, which is something I wanted to accomplish as an undergraduate. 
Professionally, I would like to work with the Hispanic community in the US, and obviously speaking Spanish is an important part of that. 

Personally, I’ve always wanted to travel Latin America, and now I have another tool to do that. 

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

I took classes at a Spanish university, so I was very integrated. It was a good way to hang out with some other students

b)  housing:

I lived with a family, so that meant speaking Spanish everyday, eating Spanish meals, watching the Spanish news … 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

A friend I had made while studying at the Middlebury Summer School (a son of one of the professors) lived in Madrid. This was the best method of integration. He took me out with his friends, and we would generally hang-out Spanish style. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I certainly progressed in every aspect in my Spanish abilities. My greatest steps came in aural comprehension and speaking. These two areas are tough to practice in the US. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Students must be aware that Carlos III in Getafe is most likely 45 minutes to 1 hour away from where they will be living in Madrid. I was under the impression the commute was much shorter, and this may make a big difference to someone who doesn’t want to commute so much everyday.  
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, most officials in the program were very helpful. 
Our housing coordinator was not. She basically pointed us online to a website to use to find apartments, and I spent 3 weeks living in a hostel until I moved into the apartment of a family that a different girl was leaving. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, the integration was wonderful. Madrid is an incredible city, and the school is eye-opening
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Students should realize the study abroad is a very difficult experience. It is not easy. Study abroad gets easily romanticized, and when everyone returns all they ever have to say is good things about it. They tell their most amazing stories and show unbelievable pictures-all leading to the impression that the whole experience is a walk in the park. It is not. There were many nights I was lonely, or felt displaced, or homesick. Just getting around the city and be tiring. The classes are all different, and the language can get on your nerves. Sometimes all I wanted to do was buy the next airline ticket back to Boston. 

But I didn’t, and that is what also what makes study abroad so valuable. You really push your self to try new things and have new experiences, even when they are not enjoyable. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Discrimination happens everywhere. In Spain blacks (mostly Moroccans) are definitely discriminated against, but as a foreigner there is really little you can do. Its important to take these lessons home with you and even open up dialogues while you are there, but for the most part you deal with it and move on. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
No, but don’t go to Carlos III with a specific class or types of classes you want to take, because you never know what is being offered, what the professors are like (some don’t like foreigners), or how the classes actually are. You really just need to play class selection by ear and choose the classes that fit your tastes. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Photojournalism
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Exam. 
Photography portfolio 


	Describe course content:

We learned about the history of photojournalism, how cameras work, and how to take different types of photographs.
Evaluate course:
I would only take this class if you really have a desire to learn about photography. I didn’t. I thought the class was really boring, and hated all the projects we had to do.


	2) Course title:

Public Policy

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, Exam
	Describe course content:

The course discussed how public policies come into effect, and how to implement good policies.
Evaluate course:
This was a good course. The grading was very clear, and the readings were all informative. Sometimes the readings were pretty dense, but they had good information in them.


	3) Course title:

History of Spain
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Paper
	Describe course content:

This course was on the history of Spain. All of it; from the very beginning to the present day.
Evaluate course:

This was the best class I took. The professor was awesome, he was completely a lecturer, but I actually looked forward to listening to his lectures which were always interesting. The only grade in this course is one 10 page paper, which was nice.


	4) Course title:

Advanced Spanish Language
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, exams
	Describe course content:

This was a grammar for one part, and linked with a seminar on the philosophy of language. 
Evaluate course:

The philosophy part was interesting, but pretty useless. I’m not much of a philosophy guy, so I found most of the lectures pretty irrelevant. The professor was kind though, and the exam was easy.

The grammar part on the other hand was very straight forward and useful. It was taught at Prim.  



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Fine. I’ll see if I can get my credits transferred. But for the most part they were useful and available for questions.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area.
Well, I missed one of them so that was my fault. But the one I did go to was useful, and helped me get a better picture of what I was getting myself into. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No x
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes x    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes x    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




