STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution________Middlebury College____________ Class _2008_
Major(s)____Psychology________________________________________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied
Spain







Host University
USEK Segovia


City

Segovia



US sponsor (if different from host university)







Period of study abroad:  From February
To June
 Year 

2007





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Studying in Spain was much easier than being at Middlebury in terms of academic workload.  We spent a lot more time in class and we did lots of educational excursions to observe actual examples of the art and architecture we were studying.   I found the level of students I was surrounded by to be much lower – they don’t work nearly as hard as Middlebury students.  That being said, I wouldn’t have wanted it to be any harder.  First, it was a great break from the rigorous schedule of Middlebury life.  Second, it allowed me to get used to the language without being stressed out about my grade.  Third, it allowed me to travel on weekends because I never had work hanging over my head.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned so much about the Spanish culture.  Their way of life, food, entertainment, and general attitude were so different from ours.  My experience definitely opened my eyes to the fact that America is not necessarily the best country, that we have many flaws, and that there are other ways of doing things.  I also realized how embarrassed I was about certain aspects of our country --  most notably our consumer habits (try watching Un Verdad Incomodo, An Inconvenient Truth with a theater full of Spaniards and not walking out extremely sullen).
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Living on my own, shopping for my own food, preparing my own meals, maintaining my own living quarters, and most of all traveling on my own did a lot for my own personal confidence.  I questioned a lot of my habits and also my general life plan/track and I’m in a much better place than I was before I left.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I’m finding myself much more motivated this year.  I think it’s because while I was in Spain, I was learning just to learn – not to do well on a test – and I really enjoyed it.  After a semester of very little outside homework, I’m rested and recharged.  I feel like I’m doing my reading to actually learn, not just to be able to participate in a discussion or do well on a test.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Classes were no problem.  Our liaison, Miguel Larrañaga, helped us out a lot in selecting classes, meeting the professors, and then dealing with any situations that arose.  Our professors were also very patient with us.  It helped a lot that our class sizes were so small.


b)  housing:

I don’t think I integrated very well at all.  I made friends with two of the residents of my dorm and was acquaintances with everyone else.  My roommate and I didn’t talk very much – I had a really hard time engaging him in conversation.   He was a very private person and didn’t really talk to anyone very much.  I was very disappointed with my living situation.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I didn’t participate in any extra-curricular activities.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

During Semana Santa, I met a professor from Kentucky who was teaching in Segovia.  When he learned that his Godson, Patrick Jobson, had decided to come to Midd this year, he took me under his wing and showed me Segovia like I hadn’t seen it before.  He had been living there for many, many years and was well integrated into their community, so when he introduced me to bartenders and restaurateurs, they immediately accepted me, whereas before they had put on a cold front (very typical of Spaniards).  I was very lucky to have Davíd to show me around, and he was horrified that Middlebury had thrown us into our situation without any guidance at all.  If I had never met him, I don’t think I would have gotten nearly as much out of my experience.  Hanging out with him was like taking a fifth class on all of the cultural stuff that most interested me.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking all improved.  I didn’t start Spanish until Freshman year of college, so I was still pretty shaky when I left for Spain.  By the end of my semester, I felt completely comfortable in everyday situations, including class, the farmers market, and friendly interactions.  The area where I find myself lacking is vocabulary, since I’ve only been exposed to the language for 3 years, but I’m confident that my vocab will continue to grow with practice.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I was totally satisfied with everything academic.  Socially, there was very little support.  When we requested that the empty room on my hall be opened as a common space where students could meet each other, our request was denied.  When we bought a sofa and tried to move it into the courtyard, we were ordered to remove it our pay a fine.  It was also not advertised to me that students in Segovia all go home on the weekends to be with their family, leaving a completely deserted dorm.  While I made the best of the situation and used my weekends to travel, I had been under the impression that I would be hanging out with Spaniards on the weekends.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

No. Esmeralda was very slow to act, argumentative, and fairly inconsiderate of our living situation.  There was an incident where a man off the street gained entrance into our dorm (because the front door could just be pushed open) and entered Becca’s room.  I didn’t feel like the dorm was a very safe place to live.  After Becca’s mom became involved, Esmeralda became a little bit more helpful, and was actually very nice about my end-of-semester plans offering to store my luggage for a month for free while I backpacked around Europe.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  X No

Why or why not?









  

This was the last year of the program.  If the new school that bought USEK is better and fixes things up, I think Segovia is a great city to study, and would definitely recommend the location.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

In general, I think everyone should travel as much as they can and worry as little as possible about the academics.  The best place to learn the language is hanging out with other students.  They love teaching slang and helping with tenses and vocab.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No.  Americans spend a lot of money on tourism in Europe, and I think most people that benefit from that realize that they ought to treat Americans nicely.  The best thing to do is to learn at least the most common phrases in the language of where you’ll be traveling (i.e. please, thank you, etc).  They really appreciate the effort, even if they do speak English.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

My art and architecture classes were incredible because we took field trips to the actual cathedrals and museums we were studying about.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Historia del Arte Medieval

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, participation


	Describe course content:

We learned about the history of medieval art starting with Romanesque (we came in halfway through the year) and learned about art all over Europe, but focused on Spain.
Evaluate course:
This was my best course.  I learned tons of practical knowledge, we got to observe the actual pieces we were talking about on our field trips, and I became very close with the professor (Miguel) and my classmates.



	2) Course title: Teoría de la educación

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, oral presentation


	Describe course content:

We learned about theories of how to educate students and compared the educational systems of many countries.
Evaluate course:
This course was my least favorite because the students I was in class with didn’t take the class seriously.  As a result, there were no good discussions.  Everything they said was founded on opinion – never on the reading.



	3) Course title: Cervantes y el Quijote

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

intro

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
We had to teach 2-3 classes and we had a final paper
	Describe course content:

We worked our way through the entire Don Quijote work, analyzed the book, and talked about Cervantes as well.  It was like a standard lit class, but we only read the one book.

Evaluate course:

My Spanish might have improved most in this class because we had to speak so frequently (there were 3 students and 1 teacher, so we were always accountable for the reading).  The field trip to “La Mancha” at the end of the course was very fun.



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

El Camino de Santiago

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Notes, papers
	Describe course content:

One professor taught us the oral tradition of storytelling and the development of the Spanish language.  Another professor taught us the history of the Camino de Santiago and the cultural context.

Evaluate course:

This course was invented for us because we needed a Spanish-content class.  It was also incredibly interesting, especially because I made it to Santiago de Compostela at the end of my travels and was able to see everything we had learned about the church there and the pilgrimage.




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

It was great.  I had no problems.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes.  The information was helpful.  I think I was totally prepared to get there.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




