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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Your name  Class  2000    Major(s) Spanish and Philosophy
Country in which you studied Spain 
Host University Carlos III Getafe and Instituto Internacional

City Madrid


US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From Sept. 1998
To May 1999
 Year 



******PLEASE NOTE THAT MY ABROAD EXPERIENCE TOOK PLACE 5 YEARS AGO.******

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

I believe that my experience at Carlos III was fundamental to my spoken language acquisition.  The professors and students at this Spanish university treated me and my fellow Middlebury students without bias, yet also without allowing us any special treatment due to our language barriers. This forced us to immerse ourselves quickly in the language in order to perform successfully in our courses and obviously obtain a fuller understanding of the academic material. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture?

The difference in perspective on life was refreshing and illuminating.  People work to live and don’t live to work; they take the time to appreciate food, music, a basic glass of wine and a stroll with an old friend down the Paseo del Prado.  The entire experience ignited a passion for travel and for alternative cultures that endures to this day.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I believe that the study abroad experience is a very egocentric time in the personal growth of a young person.  The focus of one’s time in another country is concentrated on cultural osmosis and broadening individual horizons.  You are forced to organize your time to efficiently combine travel, academic education, and cultural understanding.  You are given an independence in another world with an open door to explore who you are in the context of a different lifestyle and societal focus. It is a phenomenally exciting and unique time for everyone that goes abroad.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

As five years has passed between my abroad experience and the time in which I am writing this evaluation, I believe I have a unique opportunity to respond to this question.  After going abroad and living in a latino culture for a year, I knew immediately I wanted to return to another Spanish speaking country at some point after graduation.  However, rather than an egocentric experience, I wanted my next longterm abroad experience to be more altruistic, focusing on volunteerism.  Shortly after graduation, I became involved with two non-prfit organizations that concentrate on developing education and literacy in Nicaragua.  Two summers after I graduated, I traveled to Nicaragua for two months to teach English, volunteer at a rural health center and translate for a team of doctors from the U.S.  I made a second trip to Nicaragua in March of 2003 and remained there for six months initiating a mobile library and literacy project, while teaching English.  This coming summer, I will return to Nicaragua for two months to begin another English program and travel again with a team of doctors to northern Nicaragua.  

I am also applying to a graduate program in Gender and Cultural Studies, during the course of which I will focus on gender issues in third-world Spanish speaking countries.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The mandatory grammar classes were not very helpful. In fact, I disliked them very much.  Though they are certainly necessary, I don’t remember enjoying them at all.  My most favorite class was with Lena Santillana (?).  It was a general class about Spanish history and culture and it was completely enthralling and definitely brought my abroad experience together.  I believe that this class should be mandatory for all abroad students as it contributes to a comprehensive understanding of Spanish life and society.


b)  housing:

My first semester, I lived with TWO other Middlebury students and another student from Greece.  Middlebury was aware of this situation, but allowed it due to a housing crunch.  I was extremely disappointed and frustrated with these accommodations.  However, I was able to move out of this situation and into a wonderful apartment with a senora and her daughter and was included like a member of the family.  During my second semester, I felt that my language acquisition grew at an exponential rate and I adored my time with the Spanish family.  They brought me to many cultural events and I sat at the head of the table next to my senora at every Sunday meal, which included 30-40 members of her family.  I was very sad to leave my adopted family and I still keep in touch with them today.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Tai chi, EXTENSIVE TRAVEL, hiking, surfing, yachting, dancing, singing

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Extensive research project on domestic violence in Spanish society

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?Spanish








What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Complete fluency in reading and writing.  Very much improved aural comprehension and speaking.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I feel that Middlebury was completely remiss in preparing the group of students that attended Carlos III in September of 1998.  We were the first students to enroll in this program and I felt that Middlebury was feeling its way along with us and all the problems we encountered were magnified and took longer to resolve.  I constantly had the feeling of being a guinea pig in an abroad experiment and was often disappointed in the way in which Middlebury handled our adjustment.  As a result of my experience first semester, I changed programs for the second semester and attended the Instituto.  If I had it to do again, I would have reversed my program of studies.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes.  I believe the staff at the Madrid office did their best to answer every question and make themselves accessible to the students on many levels.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Middlebury is an excellent school with an excellent reputation for abroad studies. I feel that they lived up to this reputation in many ways and I would fully recommend the Madrid program to anyone interested in improving their Spanish language skills while being immersed in one of the richest cultural experiences Europe has to offer.

What advice would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

DO IT.  Going abroad is invaluable in personal development.  You will never regret the special time that is your abroad experience.  The memories and individual growth that you will gain from going abroad will remain with you forever, and it will certainly influence your future and the direction your professional and academic life.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No.  Except in Barcelona, where they refused to speak to me when I spoke to them in Castilian Spanish, preferring instead to speak in English.  However, this has more to do with Catalonian snobbery than anti-Americanism.  I am assuming that due to recent international events and the current political climate, students may be experiencing a different cultural climate.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Total immersion in Spanish university is preferential to language acquisition than spending all of one’s time with other students from the U.S.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1) I CANNOT REMEMBER WHAT COURSES I TOOK.  BECAUSE OF THE OUTSTANDING NATURE OF THIS EVALUATION, I DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO MY TRANSCRIPT, WHICH LISTS THE COURSES I WAS ENROLLED IN, AND THUS CANNOT COMPLETE THIS SECTION OF THE EVALUATION.
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	2)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	3)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	4)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

GOOD

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

YES

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?    X  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




