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Middlebury College

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by to talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu

Class   ’04
Major(s)   sociology/anthropology, economics

Country in which you studied   Uruguay


Host University   Universidad Católica del Uruguay
City   Montevideo   


US sponsor (if different from host university)
Middlebury School Abroad in Latin America

Period of study abroad:  From   August 1   To   December 15
 Year    2002 


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

Universidad Católica is a small private university and does not have a classroom environment significantly different than Middlebury’s, besides everything being in Spanish.  There weren’t many assignments besides the major exams and papers making up the final course grade, however, which prompted me to take initiative and read and work on problem sets and actually study on my own volition, without nudging, assignments, and check-ups from the professor.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The American culture is hard to define in that it is so diverse, ethnically, linguistically, economically, geographically…  I appreciate this much more now that I’ve been asked to explain whether or not I am the “typical American”.  I also realize the extent to which media productions, such as music and particularly television and movies affect our image throughout the rest of the world – many didn’t have the same “oh, that’s just a movie” attitude that understands that it isn’t an accurate portrayal of reality.  Worse, “reality shows” such as MTV’s Dismissed represent maybe 1% of the American population yet are a much greater portion of what other countries see of us through television.


On a positive angle, I’ve always lived in a fairly open-minded, diverse environment, even here in Norwegian/German Lutheran Minnesota.  Certain general principles defending the individual and belittling stereotypes and prejudice were suddenly missing, pointing out their prevalence here.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?


Independence was very useful and yet at the same time the semester helped me reach out more to others, rely on friendship and support of others.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?


I declared a double major with economics while abroad, based on yet another economics class I was really enjoying – hm, maybe that’s not a coincidence.  As far as personal goals, I met someone from Middlebury who was at the program in Buenos Aires to whom I had never spoken before.  When comparing our two years on campus, our social lives never crossed and probably never would have, but he’s a good guy and I’d like to maintain a friendship.  I want to talk to more people, ignoring the set social cliques and guidelines that otherwise would have prevented me.  What other great people are out there, right down the hall or across the street?   

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities did you participate, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

During econ class examples of the economies of, say, England and the U.S., the professor would always look to me and sometimes ask me questions, if this or that were true.  I’d have no idea, knowing nothing about the fishing industry or what-have-you, and it turned into a joke after awhile.  I felt involved, and was involved in that class, partly because I understood and enjoyed the material, partly because the professor was great, and partly because the other students took initiative to talk to me.  In another class I never integrated and spoke to fellow students maybe three times throughout the entire semester.


b)  housing:

I lived in a house with other university students, mostly from Uruguay and then one Italian.  Integration with them was required, we saw each other every day and I had a Uruguayan roommate.  Each semester there is usually a foreigner so they were used to it and friendly.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a gym and took a yoga class.  Yoga class was great and the people were open-minded and friendly.  I didn’t integrate with the other people working out on machines or with weights, and didn’t try – I preferred my headphones anyway.

  When going out on weekends, it was usually with the other exchange students, from many countries.  After a month or so of trying to integrate and mingle with the Natives, it just wasn’t happening and it seemed we all had the same idea: let’s have friends, who cares if they’re not from here.  They’re friends and good people, right?

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I felt a part of the organization at my internship, a non-profit called Casa de la Mujer.  It’s small and I worked mostly with a few people every day, and that was great.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Reading improved in speed and writing improved in speed but not dramatically.  I gained confidence with speaking and adopted the accent.  Aural comprehension remains the worst and probably isn’t significantly better than when I first went, especially after a month of speaking English.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

More orientation on arrival would have been nice.  I didn’t have clear expectations in the first place so they were hard to disappoint, really.  The university’s residencia, the house where I lived, was not anywhere near the university itself and was in fact 20 minutes away by bus, something unexpected and not mentioned in any correspondence.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer a host country national or an American? Was that person competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

She was a Uruguayan.  Not particularly competent, effective, or helpful – I’m not sure what it is exactly she did.  She seemed nice and concerned about her foreign students but I didn’t interact with her very much or ask much of her.

Would you recommend that other Middlebury students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Buenos Aires is essentially the same type of place, a similar city with a similar culture, but with more options, culture, entertainment, opportunities, etc.  Or, if a student is expecting “Latin America”, she should go to a different country, like Bolivia or Venezuela or Costa Rica.

What advice, or admonitions, would you give to other Middlebury students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Study abroad is worth it.  Don’t expect for the “Study Abroad Experience” to suddenly hit you, you have to do things, talk to people, seek out opportunities.  Don’t be passive about it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

As a pale, blond, blue-eyed girl in a country of Spanish and Italian descendents, I was stared at often.  Usually not discrimination, although there were some unpleasant stereotypes and thoughts about Americans, and American women in particular – you’ve heard that we sleep with anybody and everybody, right?  When it was a situation that didn’t matter, like the person in the grocery store asking where I’m from, I usually said Canada.  Seemed to work.  

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)  International Economics
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Not exactly intro, like a 200-level course at Middlebury.  Followed a textbook written by U.S. professors then translated into Spanish.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two exams.

Evaluate course, please comment:

Great professor, Prof. Jorge Musso, fun material, small (10-15 students), good all-around.



	2)  Uruguayan Literature
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Could be more modern (the other semester is), could move faster

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Three papers, several in-class presentations, final exam presentation

Evaluate course, please comment:

Not bad but should move faster.  For only exchange students, which was a nice place to bond with them.



	3)  Sociology of Social and Political Movements
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Work and theories by sociologists (Elster, Hirshmann, etc.) and is a basis for further sociology.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Two papers and an oral exam

Evaluate course, please comment:

The professor seemed scared of the class (even though it was only 8 students, or maybe because of that) and the lectures should have been condensed to 20 minutes each from the hour and a half of boredom.



	4)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	5)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Um, I don’t remember much of it, really, except a few emails from Stacey that were helpful.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend it and no it wasn’t really helpful.  I mean, it got me thinking about it and I liked to hear the other students’ stories but didn’t seem relevant once I got there.  None of the advice affected my time in Uruguay.

Would you like to make an appointment with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




