C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad

STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards. We are always striving to offer the highest quality study abroad programs.  These evaluations will also be made available to this year's applicants, for whom they will serve as an important supplement to published materials. Please be as candid as possible when completing these forms.
The staff of the C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad always welcomes the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to call or email us at  (802) 443-5745 or offcampusstudy@middlebury.edu.

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad at offcampusstudy@middlebury.edu.

Your name
Home school__Colby College______________________



Country in which you studied   Uruguay
 City in which you studied  Montevideo 

Period of study abroad:  From August
To December
 Year  2003



Background

How did you find out about the Middlebury Program?

The director of the off campus studies at my college recommended the program to me.  I had origianally researched the program through SUNY New York, but was redirected to Middlebury, and the rest is history.

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

I chose the site first, sort of a random decision that took direction once I started the research, then luckily found a great program to take me there.  There were no programs through my school, another small liberal arts school, so when I found out Middlebury hosted the program I was really excited about it.

Evaluation of personal learning
Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from those in the U.S., please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment?

I was very open to learning about the Uruguayan culture and I used regular uruguayan students as a resource when learning about the different university system.  A lot more emphasis is put on the students to make their education happen for themselves, so I made friends with people in my class and made sure I understood what we were talking about and what the assignments were, or where to make the photocopies, or when the exams were.  I benefitted greatly by this system because it forced me to take control of my education.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture?

I learned so much about my host culture, but not only did I learn about it, but I integrated myself into it, taking advantage of all the cultural activities available; theater, movies, soccer games, music, dance…the list goes on.  I had many conversations with uruguayans to learn their perspectives on different issues, either political, social, economic, or just what they liked to do.  I also learned what uruguayans thought of the USA.  Everyone hates Bush.  They hate our government, but they don’t judge the people.  They know that all the people don’t have the same view as Bush, just like they all don’t agree with their president.  More time there would have definitely developed my understanding more, but I learned a ton while I was there.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I also learned a lot about myself.  I became more independent, self-reliant, and confident.  I learned how to develop my relationships with people to a level beyond a sort of superficial, surface interaction.  This is definitely changing my relationships with my friends in the US now.  I am a confident, independent person to begin with, and those qualities helped me make my friends while abroad.  I am not afraid to approach someone and introduce myself, so that quality helped me to learn more about the culture because I made friends.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities did you participate, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I learned a lot in my classes, but most of my friends I made outside of my classes, and most of my learning was not in a classroom situation.


b)  housing:

My family was amazing.  I definitely learned the most from the culture through my family.  I had interesting conversations and did fun activities with them.  My host mother was fabulous and very hip.  She knew a lot of famous musicians and that was exciting when we could go to concerts and meet the people afterwards.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined Cinemateca, which is a group of theaters in Montevideo so I could go to as many movies as I wanted in a month for only 3 dollars.  Cinemateca attracts mostly foreign films and a very intellectual community, so that was very interesting when learning more about the culture and having interesting discussions with people (in spanish).

I also joined a gym.  That was fun to take the aerobics classes offered and to meet a bunch of people.  I spent time with the people I met in Defensor Sporting Club and the classes helped me stay in shape.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was interesting because I was involved with a very current issue facing Uruguay and learned a lot about the economics of the country.  

If on a one semester program: (i) Would full-year study have improved your language advancement and social integration?  (ii) Why did you choose to spend only a semester abroad?  
Yes, a full-year would have been much better.  I chose to spend only a semester abroad for a few reasons.  Fear may have been one of them, but rowing was one too.  I now regret only choosing a semester and I wish I could have chosen a year from the get go, rather than trying to change my mind once I got back.

Evaluation of the in-country staff and study abroad experience overall

Keeping in mind that the C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad strive to foster student independence and personal responsibility, did the Director and his or her staff  provide you with an appropriate orientation on arrival and sufficient support while you were there?  Please comment.

The orientation was helpful to provide all the information about classes, my family, my internship, safety, the city, and other questions I had.   The support while I was there was available if I needed it.  The director of the program was not always around asking questions or helping me out.  I was very independent and made things happen for myself.

Was the Director competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes, although only now do I really realize how he operated.  There were many times when I would get upset with the director because I felt he never did anything or couldn’t communicate.  But, once I learned more about the latin american culture, I realized that a lot of what I was getting frustrated about was just the cultural difference, and, the director did a lot of work to make the students comfortable and happy.  He was very concerned about my well-being and success but was not in my face about it all the time and I appreciated that.

Would you recommend that other students attend C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad?     x Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Definitely.  After listening to my friends’ experiences abroad I realized how lucky I was to have found this program.  They went on a lot of group trips and had scheduled program activities.   I was on my own.  I was very independent.  Middlebury was there to make sure I was happy and safe, and receiving everything I needed, but my social life and free time was up to me to plan.

What advice, or admonitions, would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program in particular?

Don’t be afraid to chose a year abroad.  If you are a language major, most definitely you should go for a year.  It’s okay to be afraid.  That’s natural.  It’s even good.  But you will adjust and learn so much and fall in love with the country.  If you are considering this program, be prepared to make your education happen for you.  Get involved with the community and make friends.  They will want to meet you.  So be open to new possibilities and challenge yourself.   Take advantage of every offer that comes your way.  If someone invites you to a concert, the theater, the movies, you should go.  I would recommend that you don’t put too much stress on yourself to travel everywhere.  I went abroad to Montevideo, Uruguay to spend time in Montevideo, Uruguay, not to travel all over South America.  I did travel a bit, to other places in Uruguay, then I went to Brasil for a week of vacation, but I made a life for myself in the city in which I was studying.  I am so greatful I did that because I now consider Montevideo a home for myself.  Whenever I traveled I got homesick and wanted to go back to Montevideo.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues?

I did see some discrimination against blacks and gays.  I didn’t ever see the racial discrimination become a problem and it only came from a few people.  I lived with a gay man, so I was constantly aware of any sort of homophobic comments, and although few, they were made.  I learned a lot in that sense and I don’t think any advice could be given about these issues.  There is discrimination everywhere, and I think it is most strong in the United States of America.

I was a woman studying abroad in Montevideo, Uruguay.  I received a lot of attention from the latin american men.  I never encountered a serious problem involving men though.  I am a strong woman, and if I was alone and experiencing a problem I made sure I got out of the situation or found someone to help me.  I was hardly ever alone, though.  If alone, I was in a public place and lots of people were around.  But, I made sure that I went out with people all the time.  It was not something I worried about.  There is a lot of cat calling in the streets especially towards women who are obviously from a foreign country (especially the US).  I tried to integrate myself, but I did have a different “look”, although I’m dark and fit in pretty well.  When the men make comments, that is all they do.  Just ignore them.  Or, yell something back!!  Just kidding.  Don’t let their comments effect you because they will not do anything to you.  You could actually just take the compliment and be on your way.  It is a cultural difference that I actually miss now.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I went to Universidad Católica which is the private university in Montevideo and the class sizes were small.  That was the biggest strength I can think of.  The public university class size is huge in comparison, but the type of education received is unique.  I don’t think one is necessarily better that the other.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Courses Titles (please list)


	           Comments

	1)  Economía Internacional
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) –UPPER

Comment on course content:  Learned about trade and Uruguay’s current economic situation.  

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  There were 4 or 5 problem sets during the semester and 2 exams.  I passed out of taking the final exam, but that was another exam at the end of the course for those who did not pass out of it.

Evaluate course, please comment:  This was one of my favorite classes because I study econ at Colby too.  I enjoyed learning about Urguay’s economic situation and the part they play in trade.  It focused on trade between a small country and other, larger countries.



	2)  Literatura Uruguaya
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) Intro and only for exchange students (usually not acceptable for the Middlebury program, but an exception is made in this case because it is the only literature class available at Universidad Católica)

Comment on course content:  We studied the history of Uruguay and the famous authors that shaped the literary background.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  We mainly had papers, about 4 total (2 page, 4 page, 6 page), and a final oral presentation about a novel we read written by an uruguayan author.

Evaluate course, please comment:  I loved this class because I learned so much about Uruguayan history and the literature that defined the country.  I would recommend this class to anyone.  We had class discussions about the readings and the professor lectured about the authors.



	3)  Psicología Social
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) UPPER

Comment on course content:  Social Psycology.  We discussed psycologists and the development of social psycology as a science and how individuals act in a group and how the group effects the individual.  We covered a lot of ground.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  We had 2 exams and an oral final.  There was not everyday homework, but we did have a lot of reading to do to prepare for the exams.  

Evaluate course, please comment:  This was a difficult course.  The material was hard and understanding everything not just because of the spanish was a challenge.  I am not a psycology student, so that may have effected my struggle with the material.  



	4)  Internship – I at first worked with Aves Uruguay, a non-profit organization interested in the study and conservation of birds, but that did not work out for me as an internship because they did not have sufficient projects for a student who was not educated well in ornithology.  So, I changed internships and worked with Red Mercosur.  This internship was great for me because I am an economics student as well as a spanish student, so I was involved with economic organization that was dealing with really important current issues for Uruguay.  I helped put on a conference in the Mercosur building in Montevideo about Mercosur where high government officials from Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, and Brasil all got together to discuss the future of Mercosur.
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) N/A

Comment on course content:

N/A

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

N/A

Evaluate course, please comment:

N/A



	5) Cuaderno –the course through the program taught by the director
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one) N/A

Comment on course content:  We did not meet for class, but we read a selected book from our host country every three weeks and wrote a 5 page paper about it and how we could relate the story to our experience.  Also, the main part of the course was to keep a journal everyday, in spanish, about our experiences and cultural observations.

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Papers (5 or 6??), and a final, 20 page paper.  

Evaluate course, please comment:  Somewhat of  burden sometimes to complete the assigned papers, but the journal portion of the class was great.  It made me write down, a very important process rather than just thinking about it, all the observations I made or even simply the fun things I did.



	6)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	7)
	Indicate level:  intro/upper/seminar (circle one)

Comment on course content:

Methods of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

Evaluate course, please comment:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The Middlebury staff in Vermont was great. Mark was so helpful before I went away, answering any question I had, and when I was making my decision on whether or not to go back, he was amazing in making it an option for me.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion? Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion, if I remember correctly.  I found the handouts useful, but I would recommend a separate information packet for each program, rather than combining the Buenos Aires trip with the Montevideo trip.  I would get confused at which was which sometimes.    Also, it would have been nice to hear about my family a little more in advance.  I knew about a week before I left.  Also, where to go once we land in Montevideo would be nice, because that is definitely very stressful for a student traveling alone arriving in a foreign country.

Was the program honestly advertised and portrayed to you by our staff before you went abroad?

Yes.  There were  no hidden costs or anything like that.  Just so you know, I had trouble boarding the plane in July because I didn’t have a visa.  It was advertised that I didn’t need one because I was a student in Uruguay, but I flew into Buenos Aires first.  I guess now that the students on the Montevideo program go directly to Montevideo there should be no problem with that.  But also, the emergency contact for Middlebury was available and VERY helpful when I called from the airport in distress.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program? If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Yes, definitely.  

Megan Loosigian

Colby College

6263 Mayflower Hill Drive

Waterville, ME 04901

(207) 872 0997

May we use your comments anonymously in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the C.V. Starr-Middlebury Schools Abroad: offcampusstudy@middlebury.edu




