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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name___________________ Home institution__________MiddleBury College_____________ Class ____2007__
Major(s)___________Latin American Studies: History______________________________________    
Country in which you studied
Uruguay


Host University     Universidad de la República       City    Montevideo    .
US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From          August
To            December
 Year 

2005

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Education in Montevideo is both a far more individual and communal experience. It is communal in that students study together and share information much more than a Middlebury student is accustomed to. To not share what one has learned or to not offer to use one’s own efforts to help a fellow student is just not done. It is more individualistic in that the facultad structure is not designed to make life easy for the student. It is difficult to find books, professors do not always show up for office hours, one is not assigned specific pages in a book but is expected to use the table of contents and index to decide what is important and worth reading. 
I benefited from this experience mainly in that it made me a more independent student. I studied what I wanted to study and learned a great deal simply by reading.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I knew almost nothing about my host culture when I started my abroad semester. I’d say that I am now conversant in montevideoan culture. There are certainly parts that I don’t understand, but by the end of my few months I was catching many more cultural subtleties than I expected to. It affected my understanding of American culture less. It was certainly interesting to see other points of view and to hear the opinions of others, but I already shared many of those opinions. The change I most saw was that after hearing a month or twos worth of America bashing I began to try to defend it. There is only so much insulting of my home that I can take, especially from people who do not understand even half of the complexities of our situation. Things are never as simple as we’d like to make them.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

People say that I’ve grown up a lot. I think that means that I am even more introspective than before, less playful, and not as judgmental of people who get drunk all the time. What I see in myself is an increased self confidence and the visible manifestations of 5 months of emotional solitude; I’ve become harder.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Before I left I was focused largely on political science and was thinking of going to law school. I have since refocused on Latin American history. While I still believe that a law degree would be extremely useful, I am more content to continue with history now.
In terms of my personal goals, the experience changed what I see as truly important. A lot of what my friends do and worry about here seem trivial. My new personal goal is not try not to do anything to antagonize the people I care about here and also to remember that whatever happens, life goes on and probably could be worse.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

I did not integrate very well in my classes. I didn’t study with other people or do group projects. I did make a few friends, and I did go see the prof. for extra help from time to time.

b)  housing:

I think I did better at integrating into home life than in my classes. My host mother and I became good friends. I never really became a daughter, more like a really good friend who had always lived with the family for some reason. I participated in all household activities and sometimes helped my host brothers annoy their mother.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I started off by taking Tango. Once I discovered that I didn’t like tango, I switched to Tai Chi. Tai Chi was a great way to get to know some of the people in my neighborhood as it was a class taken at the equivalent of the local Y.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I also didn’t integrate very well at my internship. I think I was a valuable resource in terms of being an example of culture and I know that I helped out in big group events, but I wouldn’t say that I was invaluable. I would say, however, that I learned how the system works. If I had to do it again, I could do it much better.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?



Spanish




What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made huge progress in all aspects of my language study. I especially improved in my reading and aural comprehension. By the end of my stay I was also much improved in my speaking skills - I think, I hope, it was less painful for people to listen to. I know that I was getting fewer she’s-crazy looks.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I could get the information I needed fairly easily, I just had to ask. There were some things, such as how much rent would be, that I should have been informed of without having to ask. Orientation was useful in terms of getting me enrolled at the university and making me feel like I had a contact somewhere nearby. During the term I did not need other support. It was nice to have someone check up on me from time to time, but no real assistance was ever offered. The support staff never figured into my plans or problems.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I found Claudio and Maria Marta to both be approachable and MM to be especially helpful. She was the one who always responded to my emails with the most alacrity.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes. Montevideo is a city, yet it is not overwhelming. The faculties are smaller than most others and the professors I had were all interested in me and in helping me succeed. Also the humanities faculty fosters more of a community atmosphere than I had expected out of a public city school.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Be prepared to do most everything on your own, but asking for help locally is often fruitful.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Women do not play soccer. Women do not pick just one boyfriend. 
My advice (especially to women): Do not be afraid to say no. Cultural differences be damned, if you’re uncomfortable get out of the situation. Do not worry about being rude or offending.

[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The history class I took was the best history class I ever attended. My prof. was brilliant as were the class helpers.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Uruguayan History II
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 1 exam, 1 essay, oral presentation, final long essay

	Describe course content: History of Uruguay from 1865-1930, especially Batllismo, economic changes, demographic changes, and the lead up to future dictatorships.
Evaluate course: Excellent. The professor was easily approachable, helpful, and brilliant. She seemed to know just about everything about her subject and communicated her knowledge well.


	2) Course title: Introduction to Linguistics
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): Midterms

	Describe course content:  Overview of various theories of linguistics including Chomsky and Bloomfield. Practical skills in phonetics, etc. were also practiced.
Evaluate course:  A fairly easy course with free attendance. I found it useful for understanding the language around me and finally learning the technical names for and backing up the concepts I had been living.


	3) Course title: Internship course
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): N/A
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): N/A

	Describe course content: Participated in an internship
Evaluate course: 15 hours is too much to require of a student who is also trying to carry a course load, study and succeed in a foreign language.
Other than that, the experience was good.


	4) Course title: Cuaderno
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Journal, final research paper and posted comments.

	Describe course content: A journal was kept in Spanish and questions posted on the web were answered. The Course also included a small research paper.
Evaluate course:  Good if somewhat unorganized. I never really knew when things were due or if it even mattered.


	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I had almost no contact, though when I did send an email I received a response nearly immediately.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I attended, but there was no one there from Montevideo so I was oriented for Buenos Aires. I would recommend that along with the orientation there be included a brief section about cultural differences that girls can expect. Namely, the wolf-calls on the streets and a heads up that relationships with guys are not the same there as they are here.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




