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STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Your name__ ___ ______ Home institution__Middlebury College________________ Class _2006.5____
Major(s)__Sociology/Anthropology;    Spanish___________    _______________________________________________    
Country in which you studied      Uruguay


Host University     Universidad de la República
City     Montevideo       
US sponsor (if different from host university)



Period of study abroad:  From     Spring (February)      To     Fall (December)      Year      2005


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: This box will expand as necessary.)

The Universidad de la República is a free public university in Uruguay´s capital.  This means that it has very few financial resources and that is reflected in the state of the buildings themselves, the libraries, the resources and the organization in general.  There are no computer labs for the students.  In the library, students are not allowed in the stacks, but request the books and then wait for them to be brought by a librarian.  Students are only allowed to take out three books at a time.  Resources are so scarce that many required readings are not even available in book form, so many professors put excerpts of the books in the photocopier.  Students create their own course-packs by photocopying resources that their professors have left in the photocopier.  With respect to classes, students in Uruguay are locked into a course of study that does not differ (in the most part) from the other students studying the same career.  This means that there is very little variety at least for students used to the wide variety of options offered in a liberal arts college.  At the same time classes tend to be very general and provide a wide theoretical base for the students, rather than the specific classes we are often used to.  Classes are three hours of lecture twice a week and are often quite large.  Many of the students do not come to class, walk in as much as one hour late or leave early.  That came as quite a shock to me as I consider it disrespectful.  In terms of the grading system, in this University you often have to do work for the class which includes obligatory classes, papers, presentations, participation.  Satisfactorily completing these requirements makes the student eligible to take the final exam.  The final exam is the student’s entire grade for the class.  This is difficult and stressful for students used to having their final grade made up of several grades.  Students also have to carefully pace their reading because professors do not assign specific readings for specific classes.  There is a huge amount of reading and the students essentially pick the readings that they want to do.  This is fine for Uruguayan students who have several exam periods in which they can take their exam (they are not obligated to take the exam at the end of the semester, but can wait until the feel prepared for the exam), but is difficult for Middlebury students who are obligated to take the exam at the end of the semester. 

I think the way in which I most benefited from being in a different academic environment is that it really made me appreciate what Middlebury offers.  The frustration of accessing information in la Universidad de la República, of stand-offish, uninterested professors, of three hour long classes, of inefficient teaching strategies really made me appreciate everything about the small liberal arts education.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

The education in Uruguay is highly influenced by the French tradition.  It shows what countries Uruguay looked to for an example.  With respect to the American culture it has made me realize that our education is often very limited to the work of American intellectuals resulting in ignorance of the work of intellectuals from other countries.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I found that while abroad I had to be very independent and self-reliant.  In the Universidad de la República there is not a strong support system like there is in Middlebury, for example – people you can turn to for all sorts of advice and problems.  Also, it is amazing how taxing it is to not live on a college campus – to not have everything provided for you and easily accessible.  To have to cook for yourself, add in transportation time to and from your classes, pay bills, take care of an apartment, buy groceries.  All those things require attention.  We do not realize how easy learning is in Middlebury with respect to learning in other countries.  While again, this experience really made me appreciate Middlebury, it also gave me a taste of what it is like to get out of the Middlebury bubble and have to take care of my own basic needs.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

The study abroad experience itself has not really influenced my academic or career goals.  I still want to do the same things that I wanted before going abroad.  However, I do want to be careful, as I said above, not to limit my studies to American anthropologists, for example, but to fully take advantage of the works of anthropologists from other countries.   My personal goals have not really been influenced either.  I still want the same things for myself and my life.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

For the first few weeks I had a lot of difficulty making friends in my classes.  I felt that the students were not at all friendly.  I tried making small-talk,  but the students would just answer my questions and did not seem interested in anything more.  Then, one day, one of my professors did me the favor of commenting on my country of origin.  Once my classmates realized that I was not a regular Uruguayan student, they took more interest in me and in my presence.  This allowed me to make good friends in the classroom - people who helped me out with any questions about academics or the city in general that I might have.  However, the majority of these friendships did not go far beyond the classroom.


b)  housing:

I lived in an apartment with a native Spanish speaker who attended a different university than me and had a different circle of friends, so through that person, I met people who I would not have met otherwise.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I did not really do any extra-curricular activities other than my internships and volunteer work that I will list in the next.  I did however attend workshops on being community leaders, but again, although people were really friendly and welcoming, the friendships did not extend outside the workshops themselves.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Internship at MundoAfro – this helped me meet people who would help me with my thesis and again, integrate me into another circle of people with whom I would never have been in contact with otherwise.  

Volunteer work at a state-sponsored day-care for underprivileged children – this gave me the opportunity to witness first hand the difficulties suffered by some of Montevideo´s poorest families; another circle of people who I would never have met otherwise; I became good friends with the woman I worked with as an assistant teacher. 

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I think I made progress in all of these areas although my Spanish level before leaving was quite high.  My favorite demonstrations of my progress are the fact that I do not have to think before I speak, that I think in Spanish, and also, that one of my readings for my class was in English and I did not even realize until the end of the first page, which for me shows that it is not notably easier for me to read in English than it is for me to read in Spanish.  Also, my anthropology vocabulary, of course, improved greatly due to my anthropology classes in Spanish, and due to one ornery professor of literature, my spelling, accent placement and precision of expression improved as well.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I would say that I absolutely did NOT have adequate information prior to departure, the orientation was not adequate either and that the support while in the country was so-so.
In my opinion Middlebury is not adequately informed on their own study abroad programs.  First of all, students must know that they must have an excellent level of Spanish to do well in the study abroad program in la Universidad de la República.  I think students should be evaluated on a more personal level before going abroad and that maybe it is not enough to be at the 300 level.  Middlebury´s study abroad program has an inherent contradiction.  It tries to pretend that Middlebury exchange students are like all other students on site (ie. the Uruguayan students).  However, this is impossible unless language does not factor to the student’s disadvantage.  I think if student’s do not have a very high level of Spanish they will find the experience frustrating, at least at this University.  The experience also depends on the student’s expectations of him o herself. 
Students also need to know that their class options at this University are quite limited and that they should carefully look into the course offerings before leaving or they are apt to arrive in Uruguay and find that none of the classes offered fit the requirements of their respective departments.  This is, of course, if one is hoping to get major credit.  For example, the Spanish major needs to take a Latin American literature course each semester abroad.  In this University, the only options are, in the Spring semester – Uruguayan Literature and in the Fall semester – Latin American Literature.  

Students need to know that they will have difficulties accessing resources, that professors will not be at their disposal, that they might not even care about or take any interest in their presence in the class.  They also need to know that classes are three hours long and that their grade (in most classes) is based on one final exam (although their are also classes such as history classes that mostly have papers as a final grade and literature classes that often have a midterm and a final).  Students will probably be expected, at one time or another, to participate in group work and in oral presentations.  

Students expecting their semester abroad to be a piece of cake, a breeze, party-time, etc. should absolutely not, in my opinion, attend this university, unless of course they do not care at all about their grades.  Professors here, in good keeping with Middlebury´s stated study abroad ideals, mostly do not cut foreign students any slack. 

Students also need to know that they will be pretty much left alone in Uruguay to fend for themselves.  They will have to solve their own problems and not expect that anyone else will solve them.  Essentially, one should consider the program director, Claudio Gonzalez, as only available in emergency situations.  If one goes expecting him to be a life saver in every difficulty encountered, one will be sorely disappointed and frustrated.  He essentially finds you a host family (and not necessarily a satisfactory one), gets you registered in the University, gives you a brief orientation, and lets you go.  You are on your own.

There were also several things that I was not informed of, that are important.  For example, one has to sign up to take the final exam.  You cannot just show up the day of the exam – you have to sign up more than two days in advance.  Also, the fact that the final exam grade is the only grade means that students have no opportunity to really gauge where they are with respect to other students and could find themselves in dire straits at the very end when they suddenly realize that they are failing the class.
I think people on the Middlebury end of things need to be more informed about the programs that they are sending Middlebury students on.  This is a Middlebury School Abroad, it is not some random program that I found on the internet, and still I find information to be severely lacking.  The impression one gets is that the people on Middlebury’s end often do not have a clue and that is not very comforting.  Hopefully that will change with the new position concerned specifically with Latin America. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Only in one situation did I find the Director really helpful and that was in the final days of my stay when the University went on strike preventing me from taking the final exam for one of my classes.  Other than that, I did not find him to be particularly helpful.  I would say that he has a sort of non-interference policy.  The feeling that I got personally, and that was communicated to me by other students on Middlebury´s program in Uruguay, is that the Director was really only there in case of emergencies.  Anything short of an emergency was to be worked out by oneself.  This is good or bad depending on how you look at it and depending on what you are expecting.  The Director of the Schools in Latin America has to divide his attention between Mexico, Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay – this does not allow for very in-depth attention.  While he insists that he can be at any one of these places in a day – do not expect this to happen for less than a life or death situation.  All you can expect or hope from him is long distance advice and somewhat frustrating declarations of “it is all part of the experience”.  That may or may not be true, but be prepared for it.  In sum – yes, on the surface he is caring, concerned and approachable, but in essence he is not and the student should expect to fend for him or herself.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I can not really check a box.  Yes and No.  Really, if one reads everything I have written above, one will understand why.  Yes, I would recommend that other students attend this program if they are prepared to work hard, have a very high level of Spanish, are prepared to deal with a lack of resources, are prepared to be very independent and are prepared to be frustrated.  In the end, I think it was worth the experience.  However, you will be frustrated.  Inevitably.  You will be challenged.  It will not be easy.  You have to value the experience as an experience.  You might find that the level of education is not at all what you had expected or hoped.  I would say that in the end you will be surprised by what you have learned and that the experience was well worth it.  But during, you may wonder what on earth you are doing wasting your time here when you could be at Middlebury, with all that Middlebury has to offer.  
Again, if you are expecting it to be easy, to be a break from the  rigorous Middlebury academics, or if you are not very comfortable with your Spanish (comprehension at least) I would advise against this program. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

This is a bit repetitive, but there is one more thing I can add and this is the best piece of advice I received before going to study abroad my first time: do not expect anything.  Do not make the mistake of thinking that you have any idea of what it is going to be like.  Go with an open mind prepared to meet any challenges you might face.  If you go with a preconceived idea of what you exchange experience will be like, you will be disappointed.  You must be flexible and take advantage of the opportunities that present themselves.  It is probably better not to research the country you are going to too much before you go.  Books do not do a country justice and I think will end up limiting your experience because you will go to your host country expecting to find a reality that matches the one you read about.  My advice is:  go to your country and explore it to the fullest extent once you are there and can counter balance what you read and learn with what you experience and observe.
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I did not personally experience any discrimination while abroad.  For some women, the bold way in which men in Uruguay look women up and down might be uncomfortable.  Go prepared to be looked at, especially if you do not make any effort to blend in or if you dress provocatively.  Be prudent.  Be careful with relationships (romantic) as well.  Dating in Uruguay, from my observations tends to be low-commitment.  Do not assume that you are exclusive with someone or in a committed relationship without explicitly having talked it over with the other person.  I know many non-Uruguayans who have felt cheated by relationships they have tried to have in Uruguay.  You must understand that relationship standards are not the same everywhere.  Talk to your Uruguayan friends, observe what relationships are like before committing yourself to one.
Other than that – discrimination does exist in Uruguay – against Afro-Uruguayans, indigenous people from Bolivia or Peru, Jewish people and Asians.  African Americans probably will not be discriminated against in the same way as Afro-Uruguayans (an African American holds a different status in the eyes of Uruguayans than Afro-Uruguayans) but they might feel some indirect discrimination.  I would say that most Americans do not experience discrimination pointedly, but you will see the occasional “yankee go home” sign.  Also, if you say “soy americano/o” you will probably get the slightly peeved answer “todos somos americanos”.  To save yourself that little embarrassment, you probably want to learn to say “soy de Estados Unidos” or “soy estadounidense”.   
[NB: It would be helpful to future students if you would like to contribute a page of reflections on what it meant to be a woman studying abroad and/or a member of a minority (ethnic, religious, sexual orientation, etc.) in your host country. Be sure to indicate the country you studied in and your own gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, and/or religious affiliation, as appropriate (these comments will be made available to interested students).]

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The Universidad de la República is well known as the best and most respected university in Uruguay.  I was, however, disappointed with the academics at first.  I did not find the professors to be particularly excellent, nor the classes particularly engaging, however, if you do the work, you will learn.  I especially feel that I now have a much stronger and broader theoretical base in anthropology than I would have gotten in the more specific Middlebury classes.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Etnología General (General Ethnology)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 3rd semester anthropology course
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
1 – you had to attend obligatory classes, do a group research project, present it to the class and write a paper – all to become eligible to take the final exam.

2 – once you had gained the right to take the exam, the entire grade of the course was based on a final exam that was three hours long and consisted of 6 essay questions.  

	Describe course content:

In this course we studied about ethnicity and ethnic groups, modes of production, social organization and political organization.  More specifically, we studied myths, religious systems (Islam) and the family.  While this may seem like a very general class, the readings are almost all European authors with a strong emphasis on the French tradition and many of the examples given in class come from Uruguay and Latin America.  The professor (Sonnia Romera Gorski) studied in France and did research in Algeria.  She is quite experienced as well as well-published and provides many personal examples.  For anthropology majors, some the basics of the class will be familiar, but you will broaden your theoretical base exponentially.
We were expected to do a group project on a famous ethnographic study.  For example – my group studied messianic movements from all over the world.  Other groups studied more traditional works such as Malinowski, Evans-Pritchard, Margaret Mead etc.  
Evaluate course:
The course was good.  The professor (“The Dragon Lady”) is not approachable, but as I write later on (under the evaluation of Antropología Social) she is a relatively good professor.  The course was interesting and relatively easy to follow.  The amount of reading required is quite intimidating – especially if you leave it all to the end.  I would encourage student to try to get started early.  
I felt I learned a lot, although in the beginning I was doubtful.  In this class you will be treated as any other Uruguayan student.  The professor will not take much of an interest in your presence, but go to class and do your reading and you can learn a lot and will become very familiar with authors you have never even heard of at Middlebury.

	2) Course title:  Uruguayan Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):  3rd semester
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
Two term papers on two different Uruguayan authors and a selection of their works.  

	Describe course content:  This course was entirely devoted to Uruguayan Literature: Bartolomé Hidalgo, Florencio Sanchez, Horacio Quiroga, Herrera y Ressig, Juan Zorrillo de San Martin, Acevedio Diaz, Mario Benedetti, etc.  The pace of the course is quite fast.  
Evaluate course:  
This course was okay – a good introduction to Uruguayan Literature.  However, it really depends which professor is teaching the class.  Our professor (Alberto Mosquera) got sick t the end and then “Noni” subbed in.  I do not know his real name, but he is a crazy little man.  The real professor, however, did not really treat us (the exchange students) as regular students.  This was the result of the fact that there were exchange students from other programs who were not required to do the same work as regular students.  This makes a difficult situation for exchange students who are supposed to be treated as any other student.  Again, depending on the professor, you might feel that you are wasting your time at lecture.  He tended to go off topic quite a bit, although he seemed determined to talk for a full three hours even if he had nothing important to say.


	3) Course title:  Antropología Social (Social Anthropology)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 4th semester anthropology class
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
1 – you had to attend obligatory classes, do a group research project (that involved interviews and an interdisciplinary team), present it to the class and write a paper – all to become eligible to take the final exam.

2 – once you had gained the right to take the exam, the entire grade of the course was based on a final exam that was three hours long and consisted of 6 essay questions.  

	Describe course content:

Mostly lecture with classes called “prácticos” which are classes in which you apply the theory you have learned.  These classes are more interactive.  For example, we had combined classes with other disciplines such as architecture, law and social work and we did a field project together.

The course, like many courses here in Uruguay, covered a very broad theoretical base and exposed me to Latin American and European theorists that I had not read before.  The class was mostly lecture, although there were occasional activities in which we would read an excerpt in group, discuss it and then present our discussion to the class.  There was also an interdisciplinary group project in which we administered five-minute interviews to all the houses on a neighborhood block that we were assigned and then we chose one case for and in-depth interview and analysis.   
Evaluate course:
a) Language (reading, writing, comprehension, vocabulary)

Your language always improves with more exposure.  Specifically, I would say I learned more anthropological terms in Spanish.

b) Academic content - I think this course definitely broadened my theoretic base in anthropology.  I have a wider knowledge base now and a much broader perspective that has been informed by different anthropological currents and not only the North American.

c) Cultural knowledge - We did a fieldwork project with Uruguayans, specifically having to do with family structure and different forms of familial organization in Uruguay, so that was very interesting.  It got me into the home of a Uruguayan family, an experience to which I have had limited exposure. 

The professor (Sonnia Romero Gorski) is a bit scary and rarely smiles.  She can be quite unapproachable and intimidating -  I like to call her the dragon-lady.  Forget about any concessions for being a foreigner with this professor.  She is also the head of the anthropology department and sometimes you get the feeling that it is really a chore for her to have to come to class twice a week and teach.  However, to tip the scale back to the other side, she is a relatively good lecturer, she is easy to follow and she knows what she is talking about.  All in all, she is not as bad as she seems at first and was found, surprisingly, to be rather flexible and accommodating at times.  Just do not count on any friendly office hour chats; she is a down-to-business, ask-me-and-get-out, I-have-better-things-to-do kind of professor.  Oh, and do not feel badly if she dismisses any opinions you might have.  In my experience, many Uruguayan professors think students´ opinions do not count for much.

I would recommend this class to other anthropology majors, but probably not to most other students.  If you are not an anthropology major and are, say, a Latin American Studies major, I would go with Sistemas Socioculturales because it is a bit less rooted in theory and more rooted in concrete examples.


	4) Course title:  Sistemas socioculturales de Latinoamérica 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 8th semester seminar
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 – to gain the right to take the final exam we were expected to do a series of small group research projects and write-ups and participate in certain mandatory classes and class discussion.  

2 – the grade of the class was based entirely on a three hour final exam which consisted of 6 essay questions (there were seven essay questions – each student picked six to answer)
	Describe course content:
This class was a combination of lecture and discussion – more of a seminar, but it varied from day to day.  Some days were entirely lecture and others lecture/discussion and others mostly discussion.  I liked the process of investigation and discussion.  That way everyone brought what they had learned to class to share.  A college level show and tell.  It was the only class that I participated in actively with verbal contributions because it was small and more oriented towards discussion.  

The content of the class focused on indigenous movements in Latin America and their process of evolution to the present day.  It also included Uruguay-specific content with respect to immigration and the Afro-Uruguayans.  A good class for Anthropology majors, Latin American Studies majors and Spanish majors.  Do not let the fact that it is a high level anthropology class scare away non-anthropology majors.  You might be at a bit of a disadvantage, but if you do your readings it is pretty accessible. 
Evaluate course:
a) Language (reading, writing, comprehension, vocabulary) - Helped me express myself orally in class.

b) Academic content - I learned about ethnic movements in Latin America, especially in Mexico and Uruguay, but also in other countries.  We also talked about the basic anthropological theoretical currents with respect to indigenous populations in Latin America and their development throughout the twentieth century.

c) Cultural knowledge - This course allows for a lot of exchange and therefore you get to know the opinions of your classmates more directly which is great for cultural enrichment.  Also, all the topics are cultural and they have to do with Latin America and Uruguay.  

I think this class has the potential to be good, however, there was a lot left to be desired.  First of all, class started late and there developed a cycle in which the professor (Gabriela Campodónico) and students arrived later and later - to the point that it really became ridiculous.  At nine, when the class was supposed to start, there would be only one or two students there.  So we would sit around doing nothing until enough students arrived for the professor to feel that she should start class.  I would say that the professor did not demand enough respect; she was too lax with her discipline and therefore was taken advantage of by the students.  She also lacked a defined stance in terms of acceptable and non-acceptable work.  As long as you did it, it was fine.  That is great except you have no way of gauging your own work and it encourages mediocrity.  I also felt that the other students´ participation was, for the most part, not satisfactory.  It depended on the topic, but mostly the same students were always the ones talking and the rest of the students just took up space.  As a conclusion, the professor needs to be more demanding, but I think she herself realized that and hopefully will be more in-control in the future.   
This class could be good for any students who want some sort of anthropological exposure to Latin America and Uruguay.  Like I said, it has potential.  Even though it is a high-level anthropology course, I do not think it is necessary for you to be an anthropology major to take the course and do well.  I would venture a guess that it was the first time that this professor taught the class and that it will improve.  She is open, approachable, willing to listen to suggestions and also has a good command of the material.  She tries hard to make the class interactive and fun, she just needs to demand more respect and be stricter (which I think she also realizes and therefore I have good reason to believe she will try to improve it the next time).  She also tries to bring in other people to talk about specific subjects, which is always interesting.  So, I would say, yes I do recommend this class, hoping that the negative gets worked out and the positive stays.


	5) Course title:  Latin American Literature
Course level (intro/upper/seminar): 4th semester

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  A mid-term and final, both of which consisted of two short answer obligatory essays and one in-depth essay about one of two proposed topics (the professor gave two potential topics and students picked one to answer).

	Describe course content:

The course was lecture based.  Pretty much the professor (Pablo Rocca) talked and everyone else listened.  We covered a range of Latin American authors and a range of genres – short story, poetry, novels.  Brazilian authors were included, but we were provided with Spanish translations.  
Evaluate course:
a) Language (reading, writing, comprehension, vocabulary) - I would say that it is possible that my spelling, accent placement and certain grammatical skills were improved by this course, although by no merit of the professor.  It was more of a learn-how-to-spell-perfectly-and-don´t-make-any-mistakes-or-you-fail kind of learning process.   

b) Academic content - I must admit I did learn about some Latin American Literature.  Although the syllabus is quite lengthy we only covered Quiroga, Borges, Machado de Assis, Lopes Neto, de Viana, Darío, Asunción Silva, Arlt, and Lima Barreto, however, we covered them in detail.  As you can see (or maybe not), three of the authors are Brazilian, but, never fear, the texts are translated into Spanish, so even if your Portuguese is not that great you can manage.  The professor studied in Brazil and is somewhat of a fanatic.

c) Cultural knowledge - The professor has somewhat of a sociological take on literature which is good for me since I am an anthropology student at heart.  The class is good for getting a general idea of the dynamics of Latin America shortly after independence with respect to literary and nation-building projects.

I have a deep dislike for the professor, so I am biased and you can choose to disregard everything I have said.  In an attempt to be objective, the professor is not BAD, if narcissistic, arrogant and unapproachable.  You can learn something from him.  The pace of the class is not fast, so you have time to mull over the readings.  If you do decide to take this class, do so at your own risk.  My advice: on the exams, pay attention, above all else, to your spelling, grammar and accents.  Do not try to be sophisticated.  Express yourself as simply and clearly as possible.  With Pablo Rocca spelling, grammar and accents count more than content.  He will easily take 5 out of 12 points off your exam for those mistakes alone.  Think that a professor will not fail a foreign student for spelling?  Think again.   

If you are a Spanish major this class is one of your only options to fulfill the literature requirement during Fall semester.  However, if you like literature (the readings are good) and you know about the importance of spelling beforehand (I can´t emphasize it enough! I wish I had know that before my first exam and I would have saved myself a whole lot of aggravation), then the class is survivable.  I would not say enjoyable, but then again, when is three hours of lecture ever really enjoyable?  If you want another opinion, see Jeff´s review of the same class (Jeff Lawrence - Amherst).  It is probably more fair than mine, since he actually enjoyed the class.


	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:
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Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I really did not have much interaction with the staff in the Off-Campus Study office, but they were always friendly and helpful.  However, I fear that they are not very well informed. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I did attend.  I would say that the most useful thing was meeting with students who had gone abroad.  I would suggest that you have information sessions with students that have gone abroad and more than one pre-departure orientation session.  That way students have a lot of contact with students who have gone abroad in all the preparation stages – while they are making the decision of where to go and while they are preparing to leave.  Make students who have gone abroad already readily available to student who are preparing to go abroad.  
As it is now, I think the Latin American information session is all lumped together.  I would suggest that there be a second meeting between students who have returned from a particular country and students interested in or preparing to go to a specific country.  Each country is different.  Lumping all of Latin America together does not provide for the best orientation.  

With respect to the programs in Uruguay – students preparing to study abroad should have pretty in-depth information available to them.  I do not think that Middlebury capitalizes enough on students who have gone abroad and their potential to help students preparing to go abroad.  The classes that Middlebury students in the Universidad de la República take probably will not exceed twenty classes.  I am sure that some Middlebury students before me took classes that I took.  Why did I not have any information about them?

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




