STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_______Middlebury College_________________ Class __2007__
Major(s)________International Studies (Disciplined in European Political Science)__________________________

 ____________
 
Country in which you studied
Uruguay





Host University
La ORT

City

Montevideo



US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From ______March
To _____  July
 Year 



2006




Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

As I attended a private university in Montevideo, I quickly became aware that the educational environment was not the typical college experience for students in Uruguay.  That being said, I did not have much difficulty adjusting to the educational system, as the university (and especially the students) were extremely helpful in all matters.  I am a person that feels that every time you have to adjust to a different culture, environment, or system, the person benefits in regards to their ability to adapt to various situations, and to learn about different environments that exist.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Studying abroad in a new country for my second semester has greatly influenced my understanding of Uruguay culture, and of South American culture in general.  To be honest, I knew very little about the country before arriving, and through studying and working for the MERCOSUR, I learned not only about the history, politics, and language of the country, but more importantly I became aware of the small cultural parts of the region that has made it into the place it is today.  In terms of my perceptions of American culture, there were not as many stereotyped and prejudices against Americans as I had witnessed in Spain, but American culture was present in a much larger way in South America.  My experience in Montevideo thus has added to my knowledge of American politics, history, and world policies.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I have no doubt that my study abroad experiences (especially this semester in Montevideo) have greatly contributed to my personal growth.  They have made me aware of my ability to adapt to new situations and to integrate myself completely in a foreign environment.  They have aided me in my understanding of other cultures, and have made me more open to various types of people and situations that I may not have previously been comfortable with.  The personal qualities I found most useful during my time abroad were my abilities to adapt and integrate to various situations.  

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Studying abroad has greatly augmented my language skills, which was a large academic and personal goal of mine.  I am now able to fluently communicate in academic and work settings, which will undoubtedly aid me in my career goals.  My classes and internship also opened me up to a new career area that I had previously not given much thought.  On a personal level, every goal I came with has been fulfilled, and then some…

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

Due to the small class size and the openness of the students, I was able to integrate myself into my classes without any difficulties, participating in discussions and meeting with both professors and students outside of the classroom.


b)  housing:

I was very lucky with my housing placement, as I quickly became entirely integrated with my host family and, in particular, my two host brothers.  We became great friends, and from there I was able to integrate myself within our barrio without any difficulties and made lasting friendships.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I became involved in theater while in Montevideo, which was not something I would normally become active in in the United States and found it to be an extremely rewarding experience, as I met some of my best friends there and became very integrated not only with the performances, but also with the people and their communities.  In addition, I played soccer with the people from my barrio, and had no difficulties integrating in that atmosphere due to the fact that I was good friends with most of them even before joining.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship provided me with an absolutely amazing opportunity and experience.  I learned more than I thought would be possible, but have to admit that it did not truly provide me with an opportunity to integrate myself into the culture, as I was often alone in the office, and only had personal contact with the other two people that worked in the Red MERCOSUR office headquarters.  I do feel, however, that I worked well in the environment, and that it was an extremely beneficial experience.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish



What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Because I had studied in Spain the previous semester, I arrived in Uruguay with a fairly good grasp of the language, albeit with different slang and a thick Spanish accent.  Because I had this base, I was able to adapt my language skills without any problems (I know speak with a strong rioplatense accent and use much of the slang).  I made significant progress in terms of my speaking ability, and my writing also greatly improved, more as a result of my speaking and reading than due to lots of writing.  My aural comprehension increased dramatically, as adding new accents have now allowed me to be able to understand South Americans, Spaniards, and Central Americans with very little difficulty.  

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

The program is based on the independence of the student, which can be beneficial or bothersome.  For me, it was by far the former.  Although I knew very little about the program before arriving (and was actually given the incorrect dates for the end of the semester), the experience was made far better by the fact that I was forced to integrate myself whole-heartedly into the culture.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I had very little contact with the Resident Director, but was approachable if necessary.  Fortunately, I had no issues while abroad that made it necessary for him to be available to me.
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

Why or why not?









  

First of all, Montevideo is a city that is sorely overlooked in terms of students studying abroad.  It is an incredible place that both allows you the benefits of a city with lots of culture, things to do, and a variety of people, but is also very much like a small town in that you know people everywhere you go, are often invited to people’s houses, and it is very easy to make strong personal connections.  The university I attended had some incredible professors and students that wanted to get to know foreigners (another benefit of the university was that there were very few foreigners, allowing me to become friends with the locals).  I would recommend this program and this university to anyone even remotely interested.  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Studying abroad is an experience that is unlike any other.  It provides you with an opportunity to not only learn about other people, other cultures, and other experiences, but to learn about yourself, your goals, and your views.  That being said, the experience is entirely what you make of it, and my advice to people going abroad is the same no matter where you choose to go.  Many people go abroad and do not truly take advantage of what there is available.  To make the most of the opportunity, you have to give yourself entirely to the culture.  You have to be open to new ideas and new experiences, alienate yourself from foreigners, and become integrated with the small cultural details of the region.  You must develop strong personal connections and try as many new things as you are able to, be it foods, customs, or even clothing.  You have to try to think in the language and be a part of the culture.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I was surprised with how little discrimination I found in my host country.  There is a distinct line drawn along socio-economic levels, but I had good friends from both lower class and upper class families and did not encounter any difficulties.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

My particular host university had professors that were very close with the students, with a lot of personal contact and interaction, which I feel was extremely helpful in helping me to develop my language skills and my knowledge of the material.  In addition, it is a very technologically advanced university for its country, which was useful in finding information and such.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Cuaderno

Course level (intro/upper/seminar): Middlebury program
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): paper, diary, homework

	Describe course content: The course is a Middlebury program designed to make students think and reflect upon their experiences in their countries by commenting online, keeping a daily journal, and writing a final paper.

Evaluate course: Although I understood the reasoning behind the course, I did not find it to aid my language skills nor my experience in the country.  To be fair, this may have been due to the fact that it was my second semester abroad, and thus had already taken a similar course in the country beforehand.



	2) Course title:

 Internship at the Red MERCOSUR

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Internship
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 

Evaluation by superiors, etc.. 

	Describe course content: 

Working at the MERCOSUR Economic Research network under the head coordinator and his assistant, compiling a list of possible fundraising sources, translating documents from Spanish to English, keeping up the web page, and various other jobs as needed.

Evaluate course:
I was disappointed by the lack of personal contact, as I was often in the office alone, and there were only two other people I had any contact with.  That being said, I learned a great deal of information regarding politics, economics, and the region in general and feel it was very beneficial experience in terms of my academic and career goals.



	3) Course title:

Instituciones Internacionales

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, exams
	Describe course content:

The course described international institutions: what they are comprised of, how they function, and their role in the modern world.  After this, it focused on various international institutions (such as the UN and the MERCOSUR) to give both the history of these institutions and a possible look at their futures.

Evaluate course:

The professor was a very intelligent man who had lots of experience in his field, which was evident in the course.  Although the course moved quickly and went through a lot of information, it was well organized and I learned a great deal.



	4) Course title: 

Historia Contemporanea de America Latina

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):
Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Papers, homework, exams
	Describe course content:

Contemporary Latin American history, with a focus on Mexico, Chile, Brazil, and Uruguay.  It also went into US-Latin American relations both in the past and in the present.

Evaluate course:

I was hoping this class would be more focused on contemporary history than it actually was, as many of the classes dealt with events of the 1800s and early 1900s.  I did learn about the history of the region, which was useful in other studies and in my general knowledge, but it was poorly organized (a new professor who was very intelligent, but not as good a professor) and graded on small facts mentioned on a particular class, rather than on an understanding of the concepts and history.



	5) Course title:

Politica Comparada

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Homework, papers, exams
	Describe course content:

Discussed political philosophy throughout time, as well as the concept of  “comparative politics”.  The course went on to discuss the politics of various countries, how we compare them, and the various factors that influence our views of countries’ policies and thus our comparison of them.

Evaluate course:

The professor was a very dynamic, interactive, and passionate professor, which largely contributed to the class dynamic.  Although I already had a pretty good grasp on the course content, I learned additional material and greatly improved my language and communication skills.




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Although I did not have too much contact with the Middlebury Office of Off-Campus Study, they were extremely helpful at the beginning of the process.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I was not able to attend the pre-departure orientation meetings

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   




