STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury_______________________________ Class _2007
Major(s)___________________________________________Art History and English, Spanish Minor________________





    
Country in which you studied
Uruguay









Host University__UREP, Facultad de las Humanidades

City
Montevideo






US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From__March__To __July
 Year 
2006









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

I guess I was just able to see a different method of education. Most people who attend UREP are adults with jobs and families, and were returning for their own benefit and on their own terms. There was little rush to complete a degree, and most of the requirements of a class were just heavy reading and a midterm and final. Attendance was lax. I simultaneously grew to appreciate Middlebury College’s more structured atmosphere, and criticize their overbearing hand in our education. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I knew very little about Uruguay before I went. Through chats with students and professors, as well as my Uruguayan Lit class, I learned a great deal about the people and their history—both good and bad. Although Uruguay and the United States are both colonial countries, they couldn’t be more different, and that was an important lesson I learned. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

In Montevideo I moved out of my host family’s house after 2 months to live with friends. I lived with adults who had jobs and lives, and that really matured me. I learned to be more accepting of myself and others, and to build deeper friendships (rather than just superficial, party-scene ones so common at Midd.)
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I loved South America, and am considering returning after graduation to find work. Seeing such a hugely different culture also made me want to travel more.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

It was easy to integrate into classes because the people were SOO friendly, and really eager to talk to a foreigner. At the time, there was a ton of anti-American sentiment, but most students were more interested in talking to me about the issues than shunning me just because I was from the states. Everyone smoked in the entryway to the facultad before, during, and after class, so that was a good (albeit unhealthy) way to make friends.

b)  housing:

I loved my home stay family. They helped me get used to the city, the people, the Uruguayn countryside, the food. They taught me where it was safeto go and when, and always were there to help me. We ran into logistical issues after a couple months (I needed more independence, and they were too busy to have me there), but I then moved in with some Uruguayan friends, which opened up even more friendships and opportunities. The transition between the two houses was hard, and a major issue at the time, but looking back, all worked out for the best.
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I took some tango classes, which were fun, but I didn’t really meet any kids my age. I audited an Italian class while I was there and met a TON of people and a best friend, because the students in the l;engueage classes were younger. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

I had an internship at the Escuela de Cine. At first I was really intimidated, but by the end I loved it. It was an interesting alternative to another class. I learned a lot about film, and made great friendships. My Spanish improved, too, from doing translation work.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I had been in Spain the semester before, so I came in with a strong language base. Because of that, I was more confident in speaking and listening than in Spain, and really really improved in both. My reading and writing improved drastically because of my classes and internship. I feel completely confident with my Spanish. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I didn’t get a ton of information, we just kind of worked everything out when I got there. It was a little scary, but I was used to the disorganization of study abroad by then. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Claudio has way too much on his hands. I highly recommend hiring a director specifically for Montevideo who lives in the city. Claudio was always prompt in returning calls and emails, but it was tedious and annoying to have to try to reach him like that, especially when I had the housing emergency. He was very concerned and is a wonderful person, I just think he has too much responsibility. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I LOVED Montevideo. It has its downfalls—the men are forward, there is crime and poverty, the city can get small sometimes, etc—but the people are just so amazing. The country is in transition right now and really trying to find its identity, which is exciting to see. If you take the time to explore, there is lots to do. It’s relatively cheap, and getting around the country and to Buenos Aires is easy and inexpensive. There’s not the temptations of English in the ex-pat community like there is in BA, either.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

1. Be flexible, very very flexible. It may seem like the whole time there’s no organization or structure and you’re not doing or learning anything, but that’s not true. Go with it.
2. Do as much extracurricular things as possible (even if it’s just going out for drinks with acquaintances). That’s how you’lll really learn—through people and friendships

3. DON’T SPEAK ENGLISH. Stay away from Midd students. You’ll never really integrate or learn the language if you do.

4. Go to class and tlak to the professor. It’s important they know you’re there.
5. You will be embarrassed all the time probably for the first 6 weeks to 3 months. You must make those mistakes though and learn from them, otherwise you’ll stagnate. 
6. Don’t go in with a false sense of security (this is for Montevideo). This is not Midd, you can’t leave a watch or wallet somewhere and then gfo pick it up in the same place two days later. Twice I was accosted by homeless kids and they tried to rob me. I luckily (and perhaps stupidly) fought them off, but more intense crimes happened to people I knew. Don’t walk alone after dark and always be aware of your surroundings. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really. They hated the US government, but they were able to distinguish between it and me. To do so, though, I had to talk to them and show them I was an educated, approachable woman. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

I really liked the Italian class I audited. Classes are free and profs will generally let more students in, so take as much as you can. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Spanish Lit
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 Exams

	Describe course content:

We studied Romantic, Realist, and Naturalist Spanish literature through articles, a play, and a novel. Lecture based.
Evaluate course:
This course was team taught by 3 professors. One had like a disgusting smoker’s voice and I couldn’t hear a word she said unless I sat up front. By doing this, though, I got to know her and the other professors, all who were really nice. The material was a little dry, but definitely do-able. 


	2) Course title:

Uruguayan Lit
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Intro
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 Exams
	Describe course content:

We read a survey of Uruguayan lit, colonial to present (poetry mostly). Lecture based.
Evaluate course:
The prof of this course was an egomaniac who taught us for about an hour a class and spent the other 2 hours criticizing the Uruguayan university system or nation. He also told lots of stories. I liked this class because I learned a lot more about Uruguay from the heated discussions of the students (most of whom were over 40) than I would have in a boring old lit class. The prof was absent a lot (I think he was an alcoholic) which was frustrating. The exams were simple take-home essays. 


	3) Course title:

Cuaderno
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Weekly entries, various essays, final paper
	Describe course content:

This is the writing-based online class through the Midd program. We wrote weekly responses, online entries, and a final research paper, as well as a hand-written daily journal. Liria graded it.
Evaluate course:

I liked having to write often and frequently, it really helped my Spanish. The diary was good because it helped me sort out my thoughts at the same time as practicing Spanish. It was kind of annoying to have to do the blog entries, especially since the server was often down and there were always technical problems. I would have liked more feedback from Liria.



Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

All was well. I didn’t run into a lot of problems, other than my housing switch. They made sure Claudio was helping me (which was all they really could do) and I appreciated that. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No, I couldn’t because I was abroad. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   X FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes X   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




