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Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

Because the south american test format and grading system is different than what i am used to i was forced to learn new study meathods that are now benefitting me here in the states. I really got the experience of studying as a Uruguayan youth.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I learned a lot about the Uruguayan culture much because of the close knit family that i lived with for five months. i adapted to the traditions and values of a typical Uruguayan family. I also learned a lot about the Uruguayan view of the united states by talking to other people about where i come from . It is a whole different perspective to see the USA from an outsiders point of view.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It has made me a better student and i find myself more equipt when it comes to study meathods and being prepared for teests. In my personal llife it had broadened my understanding of the world and has made me anxious to further explore south america and other countries as well.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes: I made some friends in my classes but was more focused on paying attention and really learning the language as well as the materials. i attended all of my classes on a regular basis and got good grades as result of much work.


b)  housing: I was very luck and got placed with an amazing family that really treated me like part of the family.  i felt very comfortable the entire time and i got close with all memebers of my host family. i hope to keep in touch and see them again in the future weather it be in Uruguay or in the United States.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list): I was taking boxing lessons with some neighbors 3 times a week. That helped me get to know more people from the area and also a chance to get in shape. I went out a lot to the clubs and bars to learn how latinos dance and have a good time. I went to salsa nights almost every wednesday with some friends i had met.

a. other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.): During the last few weeks of my stay  mae a point to travel to Argentina and other parts of Uruguay.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?  Spanish
What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)? I am not fluent and very comfortable in all areas of the language.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

No. I was not well informed of the price of housing in Uruguay. I thought i would be paying a small amount and therefor did not bring an outrageous amount of money. i ended up spending 360 dollars a month on housing and although i did not mind giving that to my host family i know that for a south american household that is a large sum of money and the whole idea turned the experience more into a business negotiation rather than a cultral experience.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

He lived in Argentina and i only saw him a few times. he was approachable, but only by e-mail.

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  Yes   No

Why or why not?


No. I loved the program but i think it was way overpriced. i think that a student could do the same thing with a different program for much cheaper. Especially given the fact that education in Uruguay is free.








  

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular? 

Do it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

there is not too much discrimination other than the typical ignorance displayed by people that are not from the open-minded american culture.
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

The work involved much more independent studying required with a lot of reading.  

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

experimental psychology, developmental psychology, Uruguayan literature, latin american culture, and an online journal course through middlebury. All courses were very informative and involved a lot of at home reading and studying. i did not have homeworks or essays due very often and only a few tests per course.

	               Course Information  
	           Comments

	1) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):   
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:      

	2) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:       

	3) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:      

	4) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:      

	5) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:     

	6) Course title:  Course level (intro/upper/seminar):   Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): 
	Describe course content:       Evaluate course:     

	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	 

	 
	 


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I only had interaction with Starr. She was very nice but i did not get suffiecient ahead of time information. I think the problem was based in the fact that i am not a middlebury student.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area? Exactly what i mean. I was not informed of any such program and i wouold hae loved to go. The only contact i had with anyone was by email. it would have been nice to talk to a real person and ask questions.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      Yes    

May we use your comments in future publications?      Yes    

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

It was listed in a book of study abroad programs in the SUNY Purchase study abroad office
Why did you choose this particular program and site? It was the only program i found to go to Uruguay and i liked that i was taking classes with Uruguayans and completely immersed in the culture.

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

I did not have very much information before hand and was not too well informed. It would have helped to have assistance in things like choosing a school in Uruguay while i was still here and know nothing about the country of the schools.
Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I had to wait to recieve my semester grades in order to know weather i was accepted or not and this date was after my registration date for Purchase so if i had not been accepted i would have had problems with late registration.
Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

I did not know anybody. I loved it.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Yes.

(585)747-2808 

SUNY Purchase mailbox #1438

735 Anderson HIll rd.

Purchase, N.Y. 10577

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu


