STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____________Harvard College_______________________ Class __2008____
Major(s)_______________________________________Literature________________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied Uruguay




Host University La Republica del Uruguay
CityMontevideo






US sponsor (if different from host university)Middlebury?









Period of study abroad:  From August 06
To December 06
 Year 
Junior

Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

It was interesting seeing non-Harvard students…interesting to see how academics are a part of your life, but not your entire life.  Refreshing.

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

 I can’t even explain how much I loved this experience.  Studying abroad in Uruguay was wonderful. I have no regrets.  I learned a lot about the country, and about how Uruguayans view Americans—they’re not very happy with us, but often with good reason.  No one was hostile though. Everyone just wanted to debate.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I am more flexible, more patient, and just learned a lot.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

---

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

not so much.  It’s hard to make friends at 9am.



b)  housing:

This waS Great. I lived with foreigners at first, who were fabulous. Then with two Uruguayans. Also great.

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

yoga- best thing ever. Salsa classes.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Cinemateca Uruguaya internship. I DO NOT recommend this. Waste of time.

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

My reading and writing improved SO much. MY speaking also improved, but I was already near fluent.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

Yes


Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

yes

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes.  Middlebury program sets you up and then sets you free. Great level of independence. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

If you are independent and looking to integrate into a culture, this is a perfect program for it.

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

People assume things when they hear American, but everyone just wants to have a dialogue about Americans.  There’s no hard feelings. 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

--

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Literatura Moderna y Contemporanea

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

mid level

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
papers


	Describe course content:

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Mikhail Bulgakov, other contemporary and modern writers.

Evaluate course:

Very easy.  You don’t have to go to the lectures because the exams are just final papers on whichever author you choose.  As long as you read the books you can write the paper and still get an A in the class.


	2) Course title: internship at cinemateca

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

I did lots of translations and subtitles for a film festival, but then I just did nothing.

Evaluate course:
My boss was terrible. She never had anything for me to do, never went to work, and never made me feel welcome in the office. I do NOT recommend working under FABIANA LUJAMBIO. Waste of time and she lacks respect and professionalism.



	3) Course title:

Literatura Latinoamericana

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
exams
	Describe course content:

Panoramic course of latin American literature; vanguardia, modernismo, poesia, etc.

Evaluate course:

Really good class. Challenging with Prof. Achugar (who taught his last class) and broad and informative.  I really didn’t like the beginning stuff, mostly epic poems, but the ending, on modernism, was really interesting.



	4) Course title:

cuaderno

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Blog and cuaderno

Evaluate course:

It was fun to write about my life in Spanish.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Very helpful! I applied late and they were super accommodating.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

No.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

A study abroad fair.

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Because no one from my school was going.

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

It worked out.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Everything was fine.

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

No.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Only via email.  xsveng@fas.harvard.edu

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




