STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Middlebury College______ Class _2009  
Major(s)__English and Spanish___________________________________________





    
Country in which you studied    Uruguay









Host University Universidad de la Republica




US sponsor (if different from host university)










Period of study abroad:  From     July 28     To     December 18   Year    2007









Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from ours, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The South American system of education is much different than ours in the US, especially in comparison to Middlebury College. The focus is not as strong on rules and regulations; instead of strict timelines and schedules with everything from class starting times to final due dates, the professors are much more flexible. I had to adjust from a schedule at Middlebury in which I was reading and writing copious amounts every single day to a schedule in which I only had one or two final grades and a huge reading list. I had to budget my time over the entire semester instead of several weeks at a time, and I also learned how to choose and focus on the reading that were most interesting to me.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

In a sentence, I learned that we are a culture of consumerism. When I first arrived in Montevideo, I was immediately struck by how stark my surroundings were in the taxi ride from the airport to my host family’s home. There were not large neon signs pointing to the malls and fast food restaurants. Likewise, my host home was small, with space heaters instead of central heating, and few but prized possessions. My first reaction was that I was in an impoverished country. Later, after adjusting, I realized that my host family was a well-off family for the country with stable jobs and income. I realized that we judge achievement in our culture based on possessions and wealth and do not spend as much time talking and passing time leisurely as in other, more laid-back countries. 
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Before I even arrived in Montevideo, I was horrified. I knew that it was going to be a time of huge personal growth, but I did not realize the scope to which I would grow up. I went from a comfortable environment at home and at school in which I could easily make friends, if only because we all spoke the same language. In Montevideo, I was suddenly very alone. I did not know any of the other three Middlebury students studying abroad there, nor did I know anyone from the country. Therefore I really had to let go of limitations and talk to people. My most important personal quality was remembering that I did not care what others thought of me. I grew the most by talking with my family and friends at school and in the city without being afraid to make grammatical mistakes. If I did not know a word or understand a part of a conversation, I had to adjust and move on without getting upset. I learned so much about myself as a person, because I honestly was only relying on myself and what I had learned in the past. I learned that I could be alone and not only survive but thrive. I learned how to be myself.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I completely changed my ideas of what I want to do. I am now working towards a double major in English and Spanish. I do not want to leave my English courses behind but I want to focus a lot more on my Spanish in the future. For example, during this Jterm I am now working as a teacher’s aide in an ESOL classroom in my hometown. I had never before thought of working with middle school Spanish speakers, but I am now thinking of working with second language speakers when I graduate from school. I now can understand the struggles of second language learners and my study abroad experience inspired me to want to help those intergrading into our country.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.


a)  classes:

The classes were interesting and I learned a great deal about the culture through them, but they were very hard for me to integrate into. At La Republica, the students study in the same career their entire time. Therefore in every class the students are with their same group of friends that they have often known from their childhood neighborhoods. Everyone in the country comes to Montevideo to go to school, therefore the students who do not have friends in the city (ideally that I would make friends with) go home on the weekends. This caused a little social frustration before I made friends outside of school.

b)  housing:

I loved my housing situation. I really feel that it was the absolute best part of my time in Montevideo. My host family consisted of the parents, Cuca and Carlos, and the kids, Mariana (28) and Raul (22-ish). They were my best friends in Montevideo. Every night we all ate dinner together and talked for hours while watching local shows such as soap operas and reality dance competitions. I learned so much about their culture by sitting and talking with them and comparing it to our culture. Mariana was also a huge help. She was my best friend and we still stay in close contact. She is a linguistics student, thus she was insistant on helping my with my language development, but she also wanted me to explore socially and culturally and told me by the end of the trip that I was like the little sister she never had. It was an incredible experience, and I feel more than blessed to have been a part of this incredible family. I now know that I will always have a home in Montevideo with my famlia uruguaya. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I joined a gym with Mariana within the first few weeks I was in Uruguay. It was great to have a place in el Centro that I could go between classes to take gym classes or to just run on the treadmill. I enjoyed talking with people there, but I really made most of my friends by chance instead of through organized activities. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship was, in a word, unsuccessful. I was very excited about the opportunity to work with Guises Unidos, but I was not well received by Natalia, my supervisor. From the beginning she treated me negatively, telling Claudio that my Spanish was not good enough to work with her. Therefore she gave me little tasks like cleaning out drawers and walking letters to the other side of the block. For a while we completely stopped communication. Finally I met another group within GU who was very interested in working with me. We began a program in which we went out onto the streets to talk to mothers and children working and selling things on the corners. I enjoyed this very much and felt like I was actually doing something. Unfortunately I was unable to continue this for very long because my time was up. I think that more thought needs to be put into the internship program. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?
Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

In every aspect of the Spanish language, I improved dramatically. Before I went to Montevideo, I had a very hard time writing a page in Spanish without a translation device. I also could speak a little, but was constantly bogged down since I did not have fluidity in grammar or vocabulary. My reading comprehension was probably better than other areas, but not top notch. Now, after my experience, I can watch movies, read newspapers and novels, and hold and enjoy conversations with native Spanish speakers. In my final projects, I was writing 20-page papers for my college-level courses. But the real progress is that not only can I pass orally and academically in the Spanish language, but in the end I was thinking and even dreaming in Spanish. I felt like I truly developed another part of my brain.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I have very mixed feelings about the program in Montevideo. My five months were the best time of my entire life, but little to none of my time was dictated by the program or the program directors. I understand that this is the goal of the program, to not interfere with our lives abroad and to let us find our own way, and I felt completely successful because of that. But on the other hand, I did not have any real pressing problems. Other friends who dealt with housing issues and robberies received severely insufficient support. Perhaps this is another aspect of the program trying to grant us independence, but I believe that the program needs to reevaluate these lines of independence and professional help and accountability. I think that one way to work on this would be to reassess the orientation. Maybe we could talk more about things like safety in the city (what to do in a situation if you’re robbed), language differences (vocabulary, the “vos” form), and what we should do if we are unhappy in our host family situations. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I think there are many different qualities about Claudio that can be addressed. I think that he has very important connections within the Montevideo community and he is helpful in finding host families and professors to talk to if you need help. Unfortunately I felt that he was overstretched as a director. He spent little time in Montevideo, and then when he was in Montevideo I never spent any individual time with him, even though he scheduled three separate meetings with me. He was always working with other students during those times who had other issues, and when he was done with those students, he had to leave. I am not sure what his feelings were on my progress or success, since in our final meeting he spent the entire time of our individual meeting talking to another student. When I did mention a difficulty with a class, he asked me what my recommendations would be for other students in the future at my university, and then he told me that I should have started working harder earlier. I did not feel a very strong connection with him, and I really think the problem was that he was overstretched and could not adequately meet the needs of the students with his little time. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? X Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

There are not words to describe how incredible my experience in Montevideo was. The thing that makes this program unique is that it’s not a formatted, guaranteed success as might be a program in a bigger, more glamorous city. Instead, I really delved into the culture of a very typical South American city. It was incredibly difficult at times because I could not make friends or expect to function in my daily life by speaking English. I would get incredibly frusterated in a process like when I learned I needed a lock for my locker at the gym, then I went to buy one and accidently used the very similar word for dice, or when I asked for tennis shoes (championes) on my pizza instead of mushrooms (champigiones) and there was absolutely no way to fix the situation without fixing my Spanish. It was hard to go to clubs at night, already tired, and realize that the only option besides struggling with all leftover energy to understand Spanish was struggling to understand someone’s very broken English. 
But on my last day, when a good friend drove me to the airport and teased me that I should not cry, I realized that I really and truly had not only make real friends and had a real family, but I had grown and changed a great deal during my time abroad. Now that I’m at home I realize that I talk about and think about things much differently than many of my friends, and I speak out in conversations more than I ever had before. My parents comment on what a great coming of age experience this has been, and even my boyfriend says that I’m a different person. 

I would recommend that other students choose to study abroad here because I feel it is one of the most personal experiences someone could ever have. You have to want it, and you have to struggle, but in the end the rewards and the feelings are unmatchable.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would suggest very carefully thinking about the experience you anticipate, and then carefully choosing an area to study in. But I think that a challenging environment that is hard to adjust to in the beginning will be much more rewarding than an environment that is very easy to adjust to. Either way, it will be hard to make friends at first, and it’s important to remember that everyone already has their own friends, so it would be going out of their way to become friends with you. I would say to take advantage of resources such as your living environment and host family, and people in your classes and internships. Also remember that every feeling is one that you partly choose to have, and there will be sad days and happy days, and it’s important to feel those feelings but not to cling to them. 
In Montevideo I would say to just explore. There is so much to do in the little city, and I found that in the beginning I had much more time to explore museums and buildings than in the end when I had other friends and commitments. I would also say to travel when you have the opportunity. Traveling does not have to be expensive and involve planes and visas; there are many beautiful places hours away in Uruguay that are defiantly worth visiting, such as beaches like Atlantida and La Paloma or historical areas like Colonia. Day or overnight trips are always worth it, and I remember some of those weekends more than anything else. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

As a woman, I was very taken aback by the way women are treated on the streets in South America. It is important to realize that it is common and expected for men and even young boys to say things to women or call things out on the streets. This takes a little while to get used to, but it is mostly harmless. I think the most important thing to realize is that I felt that younger boys were the most dangerous and that if you notice anyone following you or if anyone touches or tries to steal from you, you should try to quickly get into a very public area. If someone does come at you, you should not hesitate to push them away. I had several experiences in this, but mostly when I was with a blond friend. It was not addressed very well in our orientation and I think that women students should be aware that this is something that happens.

As an American, I realized that people hated US politics, but generally dissociated the American people with the politics. They generally figure that if you are there, you cannot be like the rest of the United States. Sometimes when I messed up on a word or sentence or was confused with an interaction, someone sometimes would make a comment about being an American. I think it is important when you go out at night to only speak in Spanish and generally try not to act very obvious to avoid getting discriminated against or robbed. 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?

La Universidad de la Republica had the best literature program in the city. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

[Please keep in mind that overseas educational systems operate according to different systems of values than those that govern U.S. systems of education.]

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Literatura Moderna y Contempotanea
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Middle level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two parciales in the form of essays we wrote at home at turned in at the midterm and the end of the semester.

	Describe course content:

The professor chose four different areas to demonstrate the progress from contemporary to modern literature. In each of these four areas he chose an author to study for each of the quarters. We then chose one of the authors from each of the halves to write our papers on.
Evaluate course:
I enjoyed the class after I got used to the South American style of teaching. The professor often came late, the students came later, and he let the class go an hour early. Students came and went when they wanted, some only coming to turn in their papers. The professor graded based on personal reactions to the readings demonstrated in the papers.


	2) Course title:

Literatura Latinoamericana 
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper level
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One final informe of 20 pages that was our entire grade. 
	Describe course content:

The professor chose the theme of caudillero and gaucho literature to narrow the scope of this course. We read books from different countries every section until we had covered all of Latin America.
Evaluate course:
This class was very hard. The professor relied on a great deal of historical background that everyone in the class seemed to have except for me. It was set up more like a history course with an incredible amount of reading that was very old and very hard to follow. Since the entire evaluation of the course depended on my final paper, I have no idea how I did in the class.


	3) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The staff was always friendly and helpful, but I really did not use the office very much.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes I attended the pre-departure meetings. I think they prepared me as well as I could have been prepared. I really liked that they put us in contact with the other students studying in our area as well as students who had studied there before.
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No     Sure – if this would be helpful to the Off-Campus office, I would love to.
Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  I would love to!!
May we use your comments in future publications?     X Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




