STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution________Middlebury____________ Class ___09


Major(s)_____________History____________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Uruguay






Host University    Universidad de la República
City    Montevideo


US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From August 
To  December     Year 

2007






Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

  The academic environment I have experienced over the last semester is extremely different than my environment in Middlebury.  I have been learning in classrooms with 60 students or more, and many of the students are in fact retired people who take night classes for fun.  It was also a little difficult at the beginning to adjust to the lengthy class hours where people come in and out as they please.  I feel that I have grown as a person because I was taken out of the environment I was accustomed to and learned to prosper inside a completely different environment. I loved having a variety of ages in the classroom because it was nice to hear very different opinions on all of the subjects.  In both of my classes, all the students did presentations, and I thoroughly enjoyed learning how different people view the world.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I have learned an incredible amount about the Uruguay culture as well as the culture of my own country. I feel there are now things that I appreciate more about the United States, but there are also things that I now wish I could change.  I love the big groups sharing mate in Uruguay.  I love the parties that go all night that include people talking until all hours of the morning.  It’s wonderful to be part of a culture so different for a while.  
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I think that my independence has definitely helped me in my experience here.  Sometimes it’s hard to navigate through a new city by yourself, but I found that for the most part, I really enjoyed my personal time, wandering around and discovering new secrets constantly.  I have definitely grown as a person abroad as well.  I have gained a lot more self-confidence.  I feel like after this experience, I could do anything.
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

I think my personal goals have definitely changed after being in Uruguay.  The attitude here is a lot more tranquil.  I love that I have more time to daydream and more time to think about what I want to do with my life.  I still have no idea career wise what I want to do, but I no longer feel bad about it. I feel that I have the capability to do anything I wish.  
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

It was hard at first to integrate into my classes. After a few classes, I loved when new people would come up to me and chat about their lives.  I really think the 30 minute break in the middle of my classes really contributed to my integration into the culture here. I spent my half hour drinking coffee with other students and talking to other students.  I have also really appreciated the retired people in my classes because they always give me a smile and always want to chat. I think I probably should have learned to really enjoy mate to have integrated a little more fully.

b)  housing:

I spent my first two months with a woman who did not wish to talk or have anything to do with me.  It was very hard living with her because I spent my first two and a half months eating every meal by myself in my room.  Two weeks ago I moved in with the most wonderful family.  I always have people to talk to and I have a family to eat dinner with.  Yesterday the grandmother gave her granddaughter a kiss on the cheek and then gave me one too.  She said she was too overbearing, but I absolutely love that about her.  I think now I learning how to live with a Uruguayan family for real, and I am learning tons about the education system through the children. I am also really enjoying watching the children interact with their parents and seeing how their relationships function.  
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

My extra-curricular activity that I have thoroughly enjoyed here has been my gym internship.  At first, I was too shy to try any of the classes and would only go to the gym to run on the treadmill.  When I finally got up the courage to go to a class, I couldn’t stop going.  I love doing exercises with a bunch of ladies, (my gym is only women), and I love dancing and working out to old 80’s music.  I love watching how the woman in this country don’t really play sports but they all are so fit because they work out at the gym and go running and walking everyday.  I love working out with older woman and younger woman and sometimes even pregnant women.  It’s a very rewarding experience when I get to have quick chats in between the workouts with the other people in my class.  
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

My internship contributed greatly to my experience of meeting people from all different types of backgrounds in Uruguay.  In my internship, I had the opportunity to teach English classes to teenagers who had dropped out of school and also to woman and teenagers who are pregnant or who are mothers.  It was an incredible experience.  I think one of the most powerful things I hear was one day when one of the people in charge told me that it was hard for them to learn English because some of them don’t even know Spanish very well.  Some of the women were trying to learn math and history and other subjects so that they could help their children with their schoolwork.  One of them said her daughter is in third grade and already knows more than she does about math.  I only spent 2 hours a week teaching and 10 hours a week photocopying, and I wish that I would have tried harder to request a more active role.  The time that I did spend with the people was so worthwhile.  I think this definitely worked against my integration into the culture.
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?



Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I am honestly not completely sure right now what type of progress I have made.  Obviously some parts of my Spanish have improved tremendously while others have not very much.  I would say my writing has improved hardly at all. I don’t think that I was grammatically prepared for many of the aspects of the Spanish speaking world down here, and I still cannot write in the subjunctive to save my life.  My reading has improved tons because my vocabulary has improved so much. For one of my classes, I had to read a document in Old Spanish from the 1500’s, and this was definitely a learning experience.  In regards to my speaking, I think I have definitely improved a ton on my speaking.  The other night when I was in a restaurant the waiter asked me where I was from.  He said that I spoke Spanish very well, but that he could not figure out where my accent was from.  This made me feel really good that he could not automatically peg me as from the United States.  The area of my Spanish that has improved the most by far and away is my ability to understand the Spanish language when other people talk.  I have become very used to listening to the accents down here that I can normally understand everything that people say.  I loved the day when I could finally understand a really nice girl in my class who speaks so quickly that it was almost impossible at the beginning.  Now we are good friends because I can actually understand her.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I believe that the information provided before arrival was very adequate.  However, I feel that the on site orientation was very lacking in information.  The on site staff needs to make some very serious changes to their orientation procedure; I was not the only one very disappointed in the lack of helpfulness of orientation.
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

The on-site director was anything but approachable.  Every time I approached him with a serious problem, he told me to basically go solve it myself.  He did not honestly listen to anything the students had to say. I believe that his inability to do his job has seriously hindered the process of one of my fellow study abroad friends to recover from a very traumatizing accident.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

I would definitely recommend other students studying at this university. However, I honestly hope that Middlebury College will keep in better contact with its directors abroad because I was appalled at how the director could forget to do many aspects of his job but Middlebury College continued to use him.  
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I think that students studying abroad need to come with an open mind.  Even though going into this experience I knew it would be a challenge, it was even more of a challenge than I had expected.  Students should also be prepared to study in an environment that is completely different than Middlebury. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

I think that I was lucky in that the people in Uruguay were very good at directing their hate for the United States government at the government and keeping their minds open when meeting American citizens.  In that respect, I feel especially lucky.  Future students should just be prepared to be attacked with questions about how they feel about the United States, our government, and president.  
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
I think an academic weakness of the university I attended was that the professors are more concerned with quantity than quality.  At Middlebury, I normally write papers that are less than ten pages but have a very solid thesis.  In Uruguay, the professors expect the students to write extremely long papers as well as take excruciatingly long exams.  
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Historia Contemporanea ( Contemporary History)
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

3rd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

1 paper, 30-100 pages or more

	Describe course content:

The course basically covered the persecution of different minority groups of the 20th century ending with the ‘ethnic purification’ in Burma from 1904-1995.  

Evaluate course: The course was extremely interesting, and I learned a great deal from it.  The only criticism I have is that the only evaluation of the course was a very large paper due at the very end.  


	2) Course title: History of America I
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

2nd year

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):  Two three hour exams and a 30 minute presentation in front of the class on any chosen topic.  

	Describe course content:  The course started with Europe’s impulse to colonize, covered the colonization of the Americas by the Iberian states, and ended with the actions of other European states in the Americas.
Evaluate course:  The professor of this course was absolutely brilliant.  Every week students presented from a variety of topics, and I enjoyed learning the history of South America from many different points of view. The course was a lot of hard work but very rewarding. I would highly recommend this course to anyone.


	3) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	4) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

The abroad staff of Middlebury was fairly helpful in all of my interactions with them.
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I did attend the study abroad meetings, and I feel that all the information that was provided was very helpful.  The only thing I think that should be improved is that people should understand that choosing the university in Uruguay really does affect your experience down here.  It is much easier to meet friends in certain universities simply because of the structure. I would love to have the opportunity to talk to students thinking about studying in Uruguay about their options about universities.  
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes !!!!   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




