STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution__Midd___________________ Class __09____


Major(s)______IP&E____________________________________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
uruguay







Host University
Universidad ORT


City
Montevideo




US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From      Aug 20
To         Dec 19
 Year 
2007





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

The new environment did have its effects on my studying efficiency and ability to comprehend the materials discussed during the lectures. It benefited me because it was a challenge, and by trying harder, I was able to learn more. The lack of English resources were an impetus to face the challenge and learn Spanish as best I could. Outside of the classroom, existed other challenges, such as the shortage of texts. The lack of academic resources (they had some, but only in the library) promoted improvements in my personal organiation. 

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

It has enhanced my understanding tremendously… before I had been to Uruguay I had assumed that it would be just like Peru, but after four months, I can’t believe how far off I was. It has illuminated things that I love about American culture and things I hate… overall, it has helped me appreciate the good things that I missed in the states and the great elements of Uruguay that I had been oblivious to beforehand.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Living on my own with a Portugese roommate contributed to my personal growth in ways which I cant measure. It was an experience I will never forget, and one that taught me the importance of being a responsible home-renter, student, friend, and athlete. Living with somebody like Bernardo was helpful because his friendship often served as a nexus which I used to meet more Uruguayans and improve my Spanish. Overall… I am opposed to homestays and for autonomy. Personal qualities that I found most usefull: Being a good sport, Being Smiley, and being a story-teller.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

It has reinforced my passion for Latin-America. It has influenced me in positive ways towards my personal goals… i.e. world exploration.

Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

Classes were challenging because of the lack of resources, but ultimately forced me to work harder and become more disciplined.


b)  housing:

homestay for 2 months… living with a roommate at the college for the second two. I enjoyed my experience a lot more once I landed the second arrangement because of the freedom it allowed me to enjoy, the rational pricing, and the benefits of cultural immersion that it allowed me enjoy. 

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

Uruguayan Football League: I played football for the national team of Uruguay… when we beat Brazil, I was awarded the Defensive MVP award.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish







What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I made a lot of progress in the different compenents of language study, and Id have to say that my greatest improvements were experienced in the velocity of speech, writing, and reading. I wish I’d read more, but I think my ADD and impatience hindered me from taking advantage of Hispanic literature.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I arrived late so I didn’t receive any orientation. But it wasn’t completely necessary. To speak honestly, the host institution only contributed to my levels of stress and not my levels of comfort while in Uruguay. Claudio, the director of the program, is somewhat two-faced, somebody I have a hard time trusting. If I could do it over again, Id try to go somewhere that would allow me to totally immerse myself in the culture with no strings attached. Instead, I was forced to live with a host family, keep a cuaderno and do several additional projects, and decide between taking a 4th class or participating in an internship. I would have much rather done the program that so many other exchange students were on at my Uruguayan university: Fly to Uruguay > find your own housing > take 4 classes > report back to the host institution > finish classes > go back.

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Negative… As I’ve already noted, Claudio didn’t help me when I needed him most. He seemed to approach me and treat me as if I was a chore that needed to be fulfilled in order to continue earning money. 

Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes… Universidad ORT is a very welcoming private institution and I felt as if it was managed well. I liked the fact that there were other exchange students from Europe taking classes as well. 

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would say… be prepared to leave the comforts of Vermont and challenge yourself. Learning Econ and PSCI in Latin America is a very challenging task for anybody who isn’t confident with their language if they don’t make use of the resources. The locals are a great resource. The more exposure to locals and the native culture will definitely help develop confidence and understanding. 

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Nope… but I’m also Hispanic so I’d assume that it would be worse for WASPY looking people.  Try to blend in: learn the fashion, learn the culture. 

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

Nothing that comes to mind… everything was evaluated at the end… that’s what they should be aware of.

Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title: Union Europea

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

15 page paper

10 minute presentation

2 exams


	Describe course content:

Politics / Society / History of the UE

Evaluate course: Not a bad course… however, I was not able to get credit for my 2 day late paper… despite the fact that I had more than 4 final exams that week (final projects as well). 


	2) Course title: Derecho Diplomatico

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
2 exams


	Describe course content:

Treaty of Vienna interpretations…

Evaluate course:
It helped that our professor had actually been an ambassador. 



	3) Course title: Politica y Sociedad Uruguaya

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
20 page paper

1 final exam
	Describe course content:

The interplay of Uruguayan politics and society… history as well

Evaluate course: Could barely hear the professor… learned everything by reading outside of class.



	4) Course title: Econ Intl

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
1 Final Project

1 Final Exam
	Describe course content:

International Economics… macro and micro phenomena

Evaluate course: Great course… Juan Barrio is the man.



	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

Jeff Cason was very helpful with regard to the EU class I took. I wish they had run the cuaderno class tho… (lyria claims that my cuaderno never arrived at her apartment… resulting in a D. Frankly I hated the cuaderno aspect of studying abroad… it made me feel like a middle schooler who has to document everything in a stupid journal. I would have much preferred allocating my attention to the more relevant classes… that were challenging enough (4 classes… all in Spanish).  

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Yes, I attended.

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  x No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   no thanks FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




