STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution_____Middlebury College__________ Class ___2009

Major(s)________International Studies- Latin American Studies, Sociology/Anthropology, Portuguese 
Country in which you studied
Uruguay

Host University  Universidad de la República – Facultad de Humanidades     City
Montevideo

US sponsor (if different from host university


Period of study abroad:  From March 2008 To August 2008 Year                          2008


Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

Adjusting to Uruguay’s educational system was a definitely a challenge.  They have a different  approach to education—less interactive, more detailed and focused on developing long-term professional career in that discipline.  Personally this style didn’t really rock my boat and it made me appreciate my classes at Middlebury for being not only educational but also interesting and even occasionally fun.  The Uruguayan university also made me appreciate Middlebury’s facilities, particularly its well-stocked, organized library.  On the other hand, in Uruguay I saw a healthier approach to being a college student.  People were more transparent about their grades and still put a lot of effort into their work without letting it consume their lives.  I think through studying abroad I have come to understand the necessary balance between work and play and the importance of taking in your surroundings outside of the school/campus before time runs out.  

How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

I feel like I have a solid understanding of the host culture, and my semester in Uruguay is wholly responsible for it, considering that I came in not knowing anything about Uruguayan culture.  The “todo tranqui” attitude of Uruguay has forced me to look at American culture in a different, more critical light and has made me appreciate living life at a slower, less stressful pace.  

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

This semester was all about personal growth.  It was a challenging semester academically, socially and emotionally but I definitely learned about myself and matured from the experience.  When abroad it is important to be confident—don’t be afraid to put yourself out there, meet new people, make mistakes with the language but learn from those mistakes.  A certain level of independence and self-reliance is definitely important too, because you don’t have the same support system as you’re used to in the States.  Patience is key as well, as our notion of time simply does not exist in South America.

How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

More than ever, I want to be fluent in Spanish and the semester brought me closer to this goal.  The year abroad in South America has also cemented my suspicion that I eventually want to enter a career that has some sort of international aspect.
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.


a)  classes:

Classes and the academic experience in general were my greatest challenge in Uruguay.  The positive side is that I had the most interaction with Uruguayans when I was at school, so it was good for cultural integration.  The negative side is that I really struggled enjoying the academic experience.  My learning style did not mesh at all with the excruciatingly long lectures; dealing with strikes and navigating the libraries were a constant headache.  Also, since my university was public, anyone of any age could go.  Most of my fellow classmates were far older than me, and while I enjoyed being around them during class, they weren’t exactly people I would want to hang out with on the weekend.  So it was hard making lasting social relationships at school because I couldn’t relate to many of my classmates, since they already had real jobs and families.  


b)  housing:

I lived in a flat with a middle-aged woman who hosted one to three students at any given time.  I got along well with the woman but I would have preferred living with a family, as it got quite lonely at times.  It is important to be polite but also clear about your eating habits, your sleeping habits, cleaning habits, etc.  

c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I was going to volunteer with Vida Silvestre, an environmentalist NGO, but our schedules never meshed so that never panned out.  I did have a fair amount of free time but I never found any extra-curricular activities in Montevideo that interested me, so instead I would use that time to explore the city.

d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

n/a

Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?

Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I improved in all areas, but especially aural comprehension from listening to so many lectures.  While my speaking improved tremendously, I am still working on expanding my vocabulary and transitioning between various verb tenses.

Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

I missed orientation due to flight complications but I feel like I didn’t miss anything all that crucial. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

All in all, I think Claudio is competent and approachable and the majority of my interactions with him were positive.  If you get in some sort of trouble, I get the feeling that he is almost always on the student’s side, which is comforting.  However, I think he has too much on his plate with coordinating the Argentina program, which is HUGE, the Uruguay program and the Brazil program, which I think should have a separate director.  
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university? x Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Yes, but with conditions.  The super friendly people make the experience, but go in the fall semester—Uruguayans get rather melancholy as they roll into winter during the spring semester and the city shuts down.   I was also really frustrated with the university experience, between the style of the classes and the strikes, so I would recommend trying out a different university.  There are less foreigners in Montevideo than Buenos Aires, which has an advantage on cultural integration but the downside is that it is not as much of a cultural hotspot.  As a result, Montevideo honestly can get a bit boring sometimes, especially as it gets colder.

What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

First of all, do study abroad.  It is the greatest experience ever, you learn so much about yourself and you come to appreciate what you have at Middlebury so much more.  Talk to a lot of people who have studied abroad already before making your final decision of where and when you go.  For the Uruguay program, I recommend going during the fall semester so you get to be there as it turns into summer and everyone cheers up.  

Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

Not really.  There is some machismo but not as much as I expected to encounter.  Be tolerant and respectful and people tend to treat you the same way.

Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 

The anthropology department seemed particularly good.  Within all departments there are some classes that are better than others; ask other students and the tutors for their opinions.
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Historia Americana II

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper?
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Midterm exam, final exam

Two presentations


	Describe course content:

This class covered the socioeconomic, political and cultural situation of the Americas (mostly Latin America, particularly South America and Mexico, but a little of the United States too) from the end of the period of independence to the first decade of the 20th century.  The last month of class was a more detailed look at the business and commerce in the Southern Cone from 1830-1910. 
Evaluate course:
The class is heavy on lecture but at least the professor, Alba Mariani was articulate and easy to understand.  While not exactly the most scintillating period of history, I enjoyed the class and would recommend it.  Bonus: two presentations and two tests is a much more doable workload than the 40 page paper required in most other history courses.



	2) Course title:

Literatura Uruguaya

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper?
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Midterm exam, final exam

	Describe course content:

This class covered the classic texts written by Uruguayans (or by foreigners about Uruguay), from the start of the 19th century through the 20th century.  We covered gaucho literature, various short stories,  feminist poetry, and plays.

Evaluate course:
I really struggled with this class, particularly with understanding the professor (Pablo Rocca) and because of my lack of any historical and social context.  I would not recommend this class to most foreign exchange students, unless they are very, very confident in their Spanish skills.


	3) Course title:

Prehistoria y Etnografia de la Cuenca del Plata

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper/seminar

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
5 short quizzes (“prácticas”) that were pass/fail; presentation with accompanying paper; multiple choice exam

FOR URUGUAYAN STUDENTS: huge final exam

FOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS:

Final paper (~20 pages)


	Describe course content:

This is an upper level anthropology class that studies the indigenous groups of Uruguay, Argentina, Paraguay and some of Chile and Brazil.  The first half  is focused on the prehistory of the region, while the second half looks at both historical and current ethnographic documents.  

Evaluate course:

This class was a LOT of work- probably my most demanding  in terms of assignments.  However, it was also my most interesting class and also the most interactive, as opposed to the 100% lecture style of my other classes.  I would recommend it, especially to Anthropology students.  




Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

There was some confusion at the beginning of the semester as to whether I would have to do an internship or the cuaderno, since I had already done both the previous semester in Brazil but in a different language. I know that my situation doesn’t happen often so they don’t have a set protocol, but my first couple weeks were kind of frustrating because I was getting a different answer every couple days.  After that was straightened out, I really had no interaction with the Vermont office.

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

I was abroad fall semester too, so I didn’t go to a pre-departure orientation meeting for Uruguay.  I did bring the study abroad handbook down with me though, and I did consult it occasionally.  

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




