STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution____Middlebury College_____________ Class __09’


Major(s)_____________________Film and Media Culture________________________



 
Country in which you studied: Uruguay







Host University: Escuela de Cine Uruguay


City





US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  FromMarch To July Year 2008







Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The Host University didn’t improve my knowledge and greatly disappointed me. However, the students, Film makers I got to know through my internship, and some professors outside class provided me with a totally new perspective in Film. They were all low budget, bureaucracy fighting people who helped me understand the world of filmmaking in the third world, and connected me with a creativity and passion, which is very infrequent at my host institution. 
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

By being for a prolonged period of time in any country, one learns if one explores about the people the differences and the similarities. Being abroad opened a door to a new South America which I was unaware of, it made me understand how segregates and alienated all the south American countries are from one another. I also lear similarities regarding the common racial discrimination and homophobia widely present from Patagonia to Tijuana. 
About the American culture it keeps on surprising me how judgemental people are about Americans abroad very often, and it is an interesting opportunity to see how my American friends show another face to that widely portrayed on media.

In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

I learned more about my continent. I got inspired to build a south American film makers network, I learn new perspectives on how to see my filmmaking. 
Where ever you go you meet people who open your heart and a new door to your thoughts, Uruguay wasn’t the exception to show sides of me barely explored. The passion and happiness of Uruguayans’  taught me a lot. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

The above answer corresponds to this question too. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

I integrated easily, participated, attended regularly, met my deadlines. 


b)  housing:

The housing provided by the college didn’t meet my needs, I had to move out, the matching wasn’t the better, and however I understand how difficult it is to find compatible people. Once I found my new place with people who were more similar to meet my life changed 180 degrees I was able to perform better at school, social life, keep a healthy emotional state. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I committed to my internship more than required, it taught me a lot about documentary making and working with street children, it was a wonderful experience, which opened doors of the society which I wouldn’t have seen otherwise. 
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

The cultural Project is a very effective way to push the student and integrate and get to know the host culture better. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?



Spanish





What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

Is my mother tongue. 
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

NO. Middlebury has no idea what Escuela de Cine is, had they given me the proper information I wouldn’t have gone. The institution is far from meeting the standards of an institution I would expect Middlebury to send its students.  I still don’t understand why is this institution part of the program? If Middlebury is going to send Film Student to a film School they should at least warn them about the quality of the stuff, academic status, and the availability of resources. 
I had specified that I needed an institution in which I could take production courses and when I got there I was confronted  with the impossibility of me to take these courses. I travelled all the way from Berlin to find out that due to the class schedule, (production classes are taught over a period of a year and one cannot take it for only six months) I could not take a production class. 

Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

Yes! both Claudio and Silvia helped us as much as they could, finding internships and caring for our well being. They are both wonderful people very committed to their work. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

No! Unless it is the idea of the students to improve their Spanish, have little academic input and be interested (not film majors) but have an slight interest for film.  This way this people can improve their Spanish through courses about film.
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

Don’t go unless you are one of the people I describe above. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

If you are gay, be aware that Latin America is still  conservative and sometime disrespectful when confronted with open expression of your sexuality. Not to say that it is completely intolerant, there are many liberal open minded people,  but know where and with whom you are. 
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
Production classes you can’t take them. 
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Direccion Deactores
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.): One in class theatrical presentation direction of actors. 

One filmed exercise in which one had to be the actors’ director.

	Describe course content:

Learn basics of how to direct Actors
Evaluate course:
I learned in this course since I had never taken a course like this. The professor was enthusiastic and encouraging.
However we spent the whole semester in just one exercise, everyone had to direct a scene. We did not advance from the same concepts that he explained at the beginning of the course.



	2) Course title:

Guion
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
One 8 page Screenplay. 
	Describe course content:

Learn how to write a screenplay.
Evaluate course:
The professor gave interesting feedback if one stayed back after class and talked personally to him, or via email. The classes were unproductive since he discussed in front of the whole class with each student about their ideas, however. Nobody else had read what this person had written. We spent the whole semester writing a 8 page screen play, at the end of the last class many students still didn’t know what they were going to write about.


	3) Course title:

Montaje
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two editing exercises. One final Paper.
	Describe course content:

Learn about non linear, non continuous montage by studying Russian montage. 
Evaluate course:

 The professor came unprepared to class and had no clarity or clear structure of where each class was going. She allowed students mislead her to superficial dilemmas like “why should I learn non linear if I want to do conventional film ”Theses discussions lasted often one hour and turned into moral discussions about what one should learn in a film school, diverging from the central topic. IT took us the whole semester to understand Eisenstein’s editing concepts. Perhaps because she gave the readings just before the exam in the last week of classes, or perhaps because she contradicted herself continuously as she tried to explained us his ideas. 
The idea of doing practical exercises is interesting, however if the whole class doesn’t understand the concept it is of no use.


	4) Course title:

No FIccion
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Second Year
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

There were to components to this course theorist and practice

Practice
Two short filmed exercises.
One final five minute non-fiction piece.

Theory.

One Paper.

One final Paper


	Describe course content:

Understand what in Non Fiction, specially documentary, and how it has changed through Histoyr.
Evaluate course:

No doubt the best Course. Professor Mariana had a clear structure of the class content, gave us pertinent readings, and encouraged interesting discussions.
The other professor gave good feedback about our work and was always available for questions. Moreover, brought very interesting and varied material.



	5) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	6) Course title:

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):

	Describe course content:

Evaluate course:



	(Please add additional space if necessary)
	

	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

I suggest the staff at Middlebury College gets better informed about the institutions to which it is sending it’s students. Also give a better advisory in regard of what the student is looking for and what the institution can give him/her. 
I will like also to reiterate my complain about forcing native speakers to take a course on their own language.  
I will also like to make an extra comment:

I will like to make clear that my experience in Uruguay wasn’t futile. This is due to my excellent internship and tutor who helped me greatly to improve as a Film maker. The proyecto cultural also offer me an opportunity to explore culture and film making at the same time. Some professors were very interesting. However, the institution is a complete chaos. It’s system doesn’t allow students or professors to perform at their best. This results on  a premature loss of enthusiasm from students and professors to teach and learn which concludes in unbearable classes in which neither students or professors do anything to improve the situation. 

The Institution doesn’t ask from professor to plan their classes, and most students don’t care about the quality of their work. This results in a mediocre interaction and thus, in a disappointing learning experience. 

Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?     x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR STUDENTS FROM OTHER COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES:

How did you learn of the Middlebury program?

Why did you choose this particular program and site?

Comment on your expectations of the program as advertised before you went abroad versus the reality of your experience during your studies.

Did you receive acceptance and pre-departure information in a timely fashion?  Did you find the handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

Were there particular challenges unique to non-Middlebury students?  Please explain.

Are you willing to speak with students interested in this program?  If so, please list your campus address and phone number for the semester you return (if known).

Please return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu




