STUDY ABROAD EVALUATION

Evaluating your period of study abroad is one of the most valuable services you can render Middlebury College and future students wishing to study abroad, and it is one of the most important ways you can help us maintain the highest possible standards.  For this reason, until this form is submitted to Off-Campus Study, transfer credit for students who participated on non-Middlebury programs will not be processed, and a hold will be placed on official Middlebury transcript requests for Middlebury College students who participated on Middlebury Schools Abroad.  Please note: If you studied abroad for two semesters on two different programs, you must submit two separate evaluations. 

The staff of Off-Campus Study would welcome the opportunity to hear about your experiences abroad; please feel free to stop by or call and talk with us!

Please complete and return this as an e-mail attachment to the Office of Off-Campus Study: OffCampusStudy@middlebury.edu
Handwritten evaluations will not be accepted.

Home institution______Middlebury College____________________ Class __2009_


Major(s)____International Studies (Latin American History)_________________________________________________________



 
Country in which you studied
Uruguay







Host University
Universidad de la Republic

City

Montevideo



US sponsor (if different from host university)








Period of study abroad:  From
March 28
To
July 16
 Year 
2008





Evaluation of personal learning

Given that overseas educational systems differ significantly from our own, please reflect on your adjustment to your host country's educational environment.  What effects did this different academic environment have on how you learned, both inside and outside the classroom?  In what ways did you benefit from being in a different academic environment? 

(Note: All boxes will expand as necessary.)

The educational system I found myself a part of in Uruguay laid a lot of importance in a student’s personal responsibility towards the coursework. There were only two evaluations for each of the classes I took. What happens as a result is that a lot of group study occurs between students outside the classroom, which is not as common in Middlebury College. The new academic environment I was exposed to was a learning experience to get a glimpse of how education systems are organized at the university level in most of the world, as it is quite distinctly different from a small liberal arts college like Middlebury.
How has study abroad influenced your understanding of your host culture?  In what ways has it influenced your perceptions of American culture? 

Uruguay was a country I did not have any perceptions of ideas about before I went there. I therefore approached the country and the culture without any prejudices; as was true about my perceptions of American culture before I came to Middlebury as an international student. If a comparison is to be made (which in my opinion is not easy as one cannot place the different cultures on the same level playing field), I would say that American culture is much less communal than what I found in Uruguay.
In what ways has study abroad contributed to your personal growth? What were the personal qualities you found most useful during your time abroad?

Living by myself in a city, paying bills and rent, and maintaining my own home, was one of the most valuable experiences I got out of being in Montevideo. I found that I was very adaptable to the new environment and the new way of organizing my life. 
How has study abroad influenced your academic and career goals?  How has it influenced your personal goals?

Academically, I gained most in terms of my fluency in Spanish. Personally I have solidified my conviction that I would like to be living in Latin America in the near future. 
Evaluation of level of integration

Please comment on how successful you were in integrating into your host culture with regard to the following (please give details; e.g., what type of housing situation you chose, in what activities you participated, etc.).  Also comment on which was most valuable in helping you to integrate into your host culture and why, and what strategies worked best in helping you to integrate.  Please comment as well on what you did that may have worked against your integration into your host culture.

a)  classes:

Classes were larger in size compared to here. The average class size was about 40 students. My own initiative to talk to my classmate, regardless of my difficulties with Spanish in the beginning, helped me integrate in class more fully. 

b)  housing:

My initial housing situation was not ideal. Since I was a last minute addition to the group in Uruguay, I found myself in a tiny room in a removed part of the city, paying what I thought was a high rate for the situation. I however, soon enough, made Uruguayan friends with whom I eventually moved into an apartment of our own. I feel my experience in the apartment with friends I chose after the first month or so was a much more fulfilling learning experience than it would have been had I continued living with the host family I was assigned. 
c)  extra-curricular activities (please list):

I involved myself a lot with local musicians, which was often an easier mode of communicating with people than Spanish. I felt everyone was very welcoming and were glad to have me play with them whenever the opportunity arose.
d) other (e.g., internship, independent projects, work, etc.):

At my work with Amnesty international I found my coworker very cooperative and responsive to me. The work environment was very welcoming. 
Evaluation of language learning (if on a program in a non-English speaking country)

What was the language of the host culture?


Spanish






What kind of progress did you make in the different components of language study (aural comprehension, reading, writing, and speaking)?

I feel the most significant improvement in my Spanish was in spoken and aural comprehension. My reading and writing also improved significantly, although I did find myself struggling with some of the advanced readings that were assigned for my classes, especially Latin American philosophy. I was very easily able to adjust to the Uruguayan accent as well, as did I to the distinctly different Chilean accent by the merit of being best friends with a Chilean.
Evaluation of program/university and study abroad experience overall

Did your host institution/program provide you with adequate information prior to departure, an appropriate orientation on arrival, and sufficient support while you were there?  Was it accurately presented in its brochures and correspondence?  Please comment.

My situation was an exceptional one because I myself did not think I would be going to Uruguay until a week before I actually landed in Montevideo. I arrived late and therefore missed all the orientation activities. I was preparing to study abroad in Buenos Aires and therefore all the brochures and everything I looked at were for BA. I therefore am completely serious when I say that I had no expectations of Uruguay as I went there without much knowledge about anything on ground. Regardless, I received sufficient support from Slyvia and Claudio on ground to help me make my delayed transition. 
Was the Resident Director/International Officer competent, effective, and helpful?  Was s/he approachable and concerned about your general well-being and success?  Please comment.

I feel Claudio is very responsive to student needs and sensitive to the realities on ground, something that is most likely not understood by the administrative staff in Middlebury. I felt that Middlebury College should learn to acknowledge the fact that the rules and regulations that are set in place for the study abroad program from here in Vermont, do not and cannot necessarily always translate the same way depending on the reality of the situation at the study abroad location itself. In that respect, I feel Claudio Gonzalez and Sylvia Murninkas, being close to the realities on ground, try their best to juggle the beauracracy and the reality. Ideally, I feel they should have more say on how to respond to situations as they come up. 
Would you recommend that other students attend this program or university?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Why or why not?









  

Depends on what one is looking for out of the experience. Academically the coursework is not comparable to the quality of courses in Middlebury. However, the experience of being in the different academic setting, I felt, was invaluable. 
What advice would you give to other students considering study abroad in general, and this program or university in particular?

I would advise students to be open to the different system, and not try to equate the expectations in a class in Middlebury with the expectations in Uruguay. 
Did you see or experience any form of discrimination in your host country?  What advice would you give future students regarding these issues? 

No
Evaluation of academics

Are there any particular academic strengths of your host university/program that you would recommend to other students?  Are there any particular academic weaknesses that other students should also be aware of? 
no
Please list the courses you took, including what level (intro/upper/seminar), and comment on each one (if you did an independent study project or internship, please describe):

	               Course Information


	           Comments

	1) Course title:

Filosofia America-Latina
Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two exams (paricales)

	Describe course content:

Philosophical readings of noted Spanish and Latin American Philosophers dating back to early 19th century
Evaluate course: I found the course very difficult, especially because I had never studied philosophy before in a classroom setting, and also because it was all in Spanish. The other students in the class were extremely well versed in the topics and therefore the class was quite advanced. I would not recommend this course if a student had no experience in philosophy and feels uneasy about their level of Spanish

	2) Course title:

Las Dictaduras del Cono Sur

Course level (intro/upper/seminar):

Upper
Means of assessment (e.g., papers, exams, homework, etc.):
Two exams (Parciales)

	Describe course content:

Political history of the dictatorships in Latin America in the 70s and 80s, with more specific focus on Uruguay.
Evaluate course:
This course was very interesting in terms of the reading and class discussions. The course is taught by a group of 6 different professors, which I felt was a good strategy to expose oneself to various different teaching styles. 


	
	


Evaluation of the Office of Off-Campus Study

Please comment on your interaction with the staff of the Middlebury (Vermont) Office of Off-Campus Study:

My situation was an exception. I interacted extensively with the staff on campus trying to resolve my visa issues and found the staff quite responsive. However, I do feel the staff needs to realize that the barometer of standardizing every study abroad student as an American(in terms of practicalities and beauracratic procedures) cannot persist if Middlebury is to continue having non-Americans be a part of the study abroad program. 
Did you attend Middlebury’s pre-departure orientation meeting(s)?  Did you find the meetings and handouts useful?  How would you recommend that we improve in this area?

The handouts again for me were irrelevant, as my study abroad plans changed in the end. 
Would you like to make an appointment (in person or phone) with Off-Campus Study to discuss your study abroad experience?     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Would you be interested in volunteering your time to help with pre-departure orientations and/or other study abroad meetings or promotional activities?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

May we use your comments in future publications?      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No




