Hi Panther Parents,


As we had promised, we will be sending you a summary of each race during the season.  Normally we will get the letter to you sooner, however I had major computer problems this week and am now just getting my computer back and running.  


The weather was sunny but cool, temperatures only reaching the upper 50’s.  It had rained the previous night and into the morning and the grass was soggy but not too bad.  Both teams are styling new uniforms, definitely a nice change!

The women raced first, (our traditional 5k course) and cheering on the sidelines for this first race was senior tri-captain Marisa Cawley, sophomore’s Claire Anderson, Kylie Taylor and first-year Ceara Danaher.  From the gun, senior tri-captain Jess Manzer took her usual position in the front of the pack, working with sophomore Andi Giddings over the course.  Jess finished 1st in 18:57 and Andi was 2nd in 19:10.  They had some competition from the top runner from St. Lawrence, who placed 3rd overall, 9 seconds behind Andi.  Junior Kelsey Rinehart proved that all the training she did in the summertime in Boulder, Colorado paid off and placed 5th overall in 19:41.  Stephanie Nugent, racing for the 1st time since nationals last cross country season took 7th place with a great time of 19:56.  Makely Lyon, continuing to improve each time she races was our 5th runner overall, crossing in 9th place with a time of 20:02.  Erin Archard recorded the same time as Makely.  Rounding out our top 7 was Jenny Jorvig, who took 13th place overall with a time of 20:26.  Sophomore Allison Brown, who had some great training after battling a series of injuries last year, finished a very strong 14th place in 20:27.  The next 5 finishers across the line were Panthers, once again showing the depth and talent that Middlebury is lucky to have.  Claire Schultz was 15th (20:28), a second back in 16th was Julia McKinnon, and another second behind Julia was first-year Chrissy Fulton (17th place – 20:30). Evelyn Dong finished took 18th overall in 20:38 and first-year Kate Hirschboeck romped over the 5k distance in a time of 20:53, good for 20th place.  Haley Gilbert was 15th for us, taking 25th place overall in a time of 21:39.  First-years Sarah Norton and Anna Chavis navigated through the course together crossing the line in 21:51 and 21:53 respectively.  That earned overall places of 28th and 29th.  Ann Hsieh had a strong kick over the last half mile and finished in 31st place (21:57).  Always smiling Kirsten Lundgren was our next finisher, coming in 22 minutes flat, taking 33rd place.  Another pair of first-years, Kayla Race and Mallory Hicks finished within a second of each other and earning places 37th and 38th.  Kayla’s time was 22:24 and Mallory’s time was 22:25.  First-year Ellie Buechner was next in a strong time of 22:35 (41st place) and mountain biking sensation Sabre Davison came in 42nd place (22:38).  Gradually recovering from a sprained ankle that sidelined her for much of the past month, senior tri-captain Jordan MacClary was our next finisher (44th place – 22:48).  Rounding out our huge list of lady Panthers was AnneMarie Wesolowski in 45th place (22:49) and Izzy Marshall in 49th (22:55).  AnneMarie is the sister of recent running alum Marty Wesolowski, who is currently in medical school in California. 


The women won the meet overall, scoring 24 points to 2nd place St. Lawrence who had a great meet and scored 32 points.  RPI was 3rd (104 points), followed by Castleton State (115), St. Michael’s (118).  Landmark College and Lyndon State fielded runners but did not have enough to score a full team. 


Our men’s team was excited to race the team from St. Lawrence, as they have been a top 25 nationally ranked team for the last 5 years. Senior Co-Captain Jon Erwin had to watch the race develop from the sidelines.  First-year Ian O’Reilly was also out for the meet but should be back next weekend.  Jon French of St. Lawrence took the lead from the start and led the entire way, taking 1st place overall with a solid time of 26:38.  Panther Garrott Kuzzy was breathing down his neck though and came in 2nd place overall with a time of 26:51.  Senior Co-Captain, racing for the 1st time since finishing a stellar track season last year, was 4th overall (2nd for Midd) in a time of 27:18.  First-year Jimmy Butcher proved to handle the 8k distance extremely well and came in 5th place overall, 6 seconds behind Digani.  Will McDonough came through next for Midd, finishing in 10th place overall with a great time of 28:02.  Senior Bryce Roche, who was abroad last fall, finished as our 5th man, 16th place overall (28:17).  Nolan Sandygren, who was hampered quite a bit last year from injuries had a great race, coming in 17th place overall in a time of 28:28.  Sean Lena, looking strong and fit after a solid summer of training was our 7th man for the day, coming in 21st place.  Sean’s time was 28:44 and a quick 3 seconds back, Neal Dignum finished, taking 24th place.  Our next Midd finisher was Matt Horesta, who tears up the track every spring but is new to the cross-country team.  Matt cam in 26th place overall (28:51).  Chris Pelliccia came through just under the 29-minute mark (28:59.7 to be exact), earning him 28th place overall.  Baker Lyon (older brother of Makely Lyon) ran an excellent 1st race of the season, coming in 29:09, good for 30th place.  Texan Conor O’Neill was the next Panther to cross the finish line, coming in 31st place overall with a time of 29:11.  Dave Barker stopped the clock at 29:14, good for 33rd place.  Dan Berkman finished right behind Dave, once again gutting it out to the finish (29:20).  First-year Jake McComb handled the 5 miles well, coming across the finish line in 30:12, good for 44th place overall.  First-year John Brimhall was next for Midd, coming in 49th place (30:39).  Anton Koychev took 50th place overall in a time of 30:45.  First-year Greg Fulchino, recovering from a slight sprained ankle that occurred earlier in the week was next for Midd, coming in 54th place with a time of 31:31.  Luke Strauss rounded out the finishers for Midd, coming in 56th place overall (out of a total of 88 runners) with a time of 31:37.


St. Lawrence won the overall team title with 28 points, but Midd was close in finishing 2nd with 36 points.  RPI came in 3rd with 82 points, followed by St. Michael’s (107), Johnson State (156), Castleton State (177), and Landmark College (193).  


Terry and I were both really excited about how both teams performed overall.  At the Panther Invitational last year, our 5th man came through the finish with a time of 29:09.  This year, we had 11 men finish under 29:09.  Clearly sets the season up to be very exciting.


After the race, the team and parents got together to enjoy chili, bread, juice, and some sweets.  We are very grateful to the Cawley’s, the Manzer’s, and the MacClary’s for cooking and organizing everything.  It was thoroughly enjoyed by all! 


This Saturday we will be competing at the Purple Valley Classic hosted by Williams College.  The site of the race is Mt. Greylock Regional High School.  The men will race at noon and the women will race at 1:30.  

Thanks for your support,

Terry Aldrich

